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Front Page 
Report 

The "word" is out! Volvo has one helluva product for 1976. And millions are 
reading ab out it - all over the country. 

It's easy to say how extraordinary the new Volvos really are; it's even easier 
when almost everyone agrees. 

The comments and endorsements the '76 Volvos are receiving in newspapers 
and enthusiast magazines are outstanding. 

We've reproduced news clippings that have appeared in local newspapers 
and syndicated columns. Test drive and product reviews appearing in Road Test, 
Motor Trend, ear and Driver, and Road&Track represent the most extensive re
sponse to Volvo ever. 

Make sure your prospects test drive a Volvo, only then will they experience 
what everyone's talking about: Volvo's a truly quality, luxurious performance ear. 

e 1976 Volvo of A mer ica Corporati on 
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Safety DesiAn, New Engine Featured in Volvo 

NEW FEATURES on the Volvo 244 Sedan (aboveJ 
include improved engine torque and an option al electric 
overdrive. 

"The unique design of the 
Volvo 240 Series front 
end, derived from the 
Volvo Experimental Safe· 
ty Vehicle, instantly set 
the car a par t . from others 
when it was introduced on 
the 1975 model and is 
continued for '76", accord
ing to Gred Taylor of 
Taylor Imports, Keene . 
The new 2.1 litre engine 

is distinguished by a 
belt-driven ovel·head ~am
shaft, chose n for its 
exceptional efficiency. No 
pushrods or rock er ar ms 
are employed, which 
means very quiet r unning 
and fewer adjustments." 
The Environmental P ro

tection Agency repor t ed 
fu el economy on the 240 
Series Volvo a\ erage from 
16-18 miles per gallon in 
the city to 23-28 m:~es per 
gallon on t he highway, 
depending on body style, 
t ransmission an emission 
equipment. 

Wit h t he t riangle-split 
dual cir(!uit brake syst em, 
both front wheels and one 
rear are served by t wo 
independent systems. 
Even if one system fa ils , a 

Volvo will still keep about 
80 percent of its full 
braking power, even 
though U.S. law requires 
only 50 percent. The 
master cylinder is so 
designed as to require 
little more than normal 
pedal . pressure to bring 
t he car to asafe, straight 
stop, 

In the event of a collision, 
Volvo bodies proteet the 
passenger compartment 
wit h a "cage" of steel 
pillars around the roof, 
box-section rocker panels, 
anti-int rusion bars in each 
door , a gas tank located 
close to t he real axl~ for 
protect ion, a unique break
away cushioned steering 
wheel and other design 
feat ures which help reduce 
forces on impact . 

Since 1959, long before 
la ws were passed l e
quiring them, Volvos have 
come equipped with one
piece lap/ shoulder belts. 
The 'company fells their 
design makes t hem one of 
t he most convenient and 
comfor table belt systems 
in t he world and urges all 
passengers to wear t hem. 

Exceptional knee and leg 
room for five adults is 
provided, and the two 
reclining individual front 
seats have an adjustable 
lumbar support. The seats 
in all 242/ 244 sedans are 
covered in soft, napped 
fabric which is cool in 

summer anel. warm in 
winter. 
"The Volvo 240 Series 

cars are designed and 
engineered to meet the 
demanding needs of to
dåy's auto mark et: reliabi
lity, durability, economy of 
operation, safety and 
comfor t," Taylor added. 

Volvo seHling 
in luxury dass 

By DA VID ALLEN 

With the recent introduc- At a press briefing yes ter-
tion of its 1976 modeis, Volvo day at its Rockleigh headquar
has nearly completed its ~rs , Volvo of America Presi
transition to a luxury car dent Bjorn Ahlstrom noted 
image. This is in sharp con- that Volvo entered the prestige 
trast to the low-priced econo- luxury car market earlier this 
my car introduced to the U.S. year with its 24() series and 
market 20 years ago. said "we now have an even 

When the Swedish au~o- stronger line-up for 1976'; with 
maker . AB Volvo and .ltS the introduction of the high
Rocklelgh-based U.S. subsldl- priced 260 series. 
ary, Volvo of America Corp., Ahlstrom said Volvo ex
introduced the 1976 line earlier pects to achieve record U .S. 
thiS month , the flrm came out sales of more than 60 000 units 
with a new 260 series designed this model year, add.ing that 
to compete Wlt~ Merc~des, the industrywide sales slump. 
BMW and the Cadillac SevIlle . that has plagued au ~omakers 

Only fl ve years ago, a . . 
Volvo sedan was priced in the lor more than a year has had a 
$3,000 range, but now the least much softer Impact on sales of 
expensive model costs more luxury cars. Sales thiS year 
than $6 000. 80th the sedan and are 15 per cent ahead of last 
h ' . . year's figures. 

t e starl~lOn wago~ m the new Ahlstrom, who predicted 
260 se es are pnced near the Volvo of America would report 
$10,000 leveL . . 1975 sales of more than $400 

" " • million, said the automaker 
Volvo's move into the !ux- expects to open its American 

ury car field was a COnsClouS assembly plant in Virginia in 
marketing decision on the part early 1977. 
.(Jf the automaker, because - - --------
company officials believed the 
higher-priced market to be 
much more stable and not as 
susceptible to changes in 
general economic conditions. 



. At,g,~~"t"~~!~i~e .Dea~er at Age 71 
hIS automobile business. 

Winter Motors, .Ine . eontinues to grow and pros
per as Wmter contlOues to keep pace with new car 
trends af ter 27 years in the industry. 

In 1948, he opened his first dealership Winter 
Willy's Co .. at 13th and I Streets. He prom~ted and 
sold jeeps until 1960 when, he says. "I began to 
see the value built into Volvo and Datsun automo
biles. I decided then and there to begin handling 

. the franchises ." 
Today, 16·years later. Winter Volvo , Inc. at 16th 

andhJ Streets, has three floors with 45,000 square
feet devoted to sales and servicing of the Volvo 
automobile. 

At his 1707 J Street location, two stories are 
allotted to sales and service of the Datsun fran
chise. A used car lot is located at 16th and I 
Streets. 
. Winter Volvo. Inc. is currently introducing tbe 

hve new 1976 models of the Volvo automobile. 
According to Winter. the newest model to war 

the Volvo mark of prestige. mode I 265, is engi
neered like the finest of Volvo luxury sedans, has 
the toughness of a Swedish-built station wagon . and 
IS powered by Volvo' s energetic new 125 SAE net 
hor~epower .. light a1l6y, overhead eam V-6 engine. 
DeSIgned for exclusitivity, the Volvo 265 will be 
produced in limited numbers . 
, Ellard Winter calls the 1976 Volvo automobiles 
·' the finest we've eve r offered.' , 
. Fifty years of Volvo engineering is exemplified 
10 the 1976 model year by the Volvo 264 GL - the 
most luxurious and one of the sa fest cars the Swed
ish company has ever offered. 

The new engine gives the car an extremely 
favorable power-to-weight ratio compared to the 
conventionai fuel-consuming cast iron engine con
struction common to most other passenger cars. 

The 264 , successor to the popular 164 produced 
fro~ 1968 through 1975, " is a hallmark of elegant 
styhng and efficient design in the development of 
the Volvo. in contrast to 20 years ago when it was 
lOtroduced on American roads as a low-priced 
economy car ," Winter said. 

Today, luxury features that are optionalon 
'most other ears are standard on the 264GL. includ
ing power-assisted steering. power-assisted four
wheel disc brakes, power front windows, leather 
sea ting s.urfaces, tinted glass and air conditioning. 
. For SIX years, the Volvo has featured fuel injec

tlOn (Cn system. It sensitively compensates for 
changes in ,engine load and ambient air tempera
ture . . assurlOg excellent driveability and economy 
at all times . 

Every 264GL comes equipped with the solid 
state ignition system which produces a hotter 
spark and has no points to adjust or wear out, and 
greatly inereases sparkplug life . The engine oper
a te~ on 91 octane, regular leaded gasoline, except 
CalIforma cars whlch require unleaded fue!. 

The 264GL offers manual and automatic trans
missions. The manual is a fully synchronized, four-

speed stick shift with an electrically opera ted 
overdrive. The three-speed automatic has a floor
'mounted shift lever and an illuminated quadrant 
with a PRND21 pattern. 

The 264's attention to comfort and convenience 
will be patticularly appreciated by its owners. 
Activate a rocker switch on the subtly elegant and 
conveniently designed dash and 150 wa tts surge 
through a rear window circuit to defog the window 
in minutes. 'The amazing heating/air conditioning 
system provides i2 outlets for fresh heated or 
cooled air - including special vents to defog front 
side windows. 

Even the backrest and cushion of the driver 's 
seat are electrically heated. A sensor triggers heat 
when the temperature is below 57 degrees al1d 
automalically turns it off when seat temperature 
rises to 79 degrees . 

And the driver has complete con tro l from his 
anatomically designed seat. A rear stabilizer bar 
and coil spring suspension at all four wheels give 
the 264 exceptional road hqlding and handling qual-· 
ities , along with a quiet. rattle-free drive ensured 
by unitized construction, 

The 264 countinues the Volvo tradition of salety 
and durability. It incorporates many engineering 
features developed through research conducted 
with the Volvo Experimental Sa fet y Vehicle . Win
ter said, "Owners of the 264 will enjoy pea.ce of 
mind in the knowledge that the car has the maneu
verability to help avoid dangerous situations yet. 
when an accident does occur. incorparates 

The first imported luxury 
station wagon. 

One of the world's most 
prestigious and luxurious sta
tion wagons is the Volvo 265 . 
The new wagon has the same 
safety features and maneuver
ability as the Volvo sedan, 
yet its cargo space is a useful 
77 .6 cubic feet! Designed for 
exclusivity , the 265 will be 
produced in limited numbers ; 
ye t i t is noted for its fuel 
efficiency with manual t rans
m ission achieving 1 5 miles 
per gallon in the city and 
27 miles per gallon on the 
highway! 

* * * 
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utoweek & COlIIpetition u ________ -, 

RENO, NEVADA 
"I. 100,000 

f.: _ '.' ? ~ . 197:' V6-Powered: 

Volvo Unveils Luxury Se 
Wagon 

an, 
Vohro of America h as at lpng last 

inttoduced its new 264 luxury sedan and 
265 station wagon. Both cars are powered 
by a 90-degree 125hp V6engine developed 
by Volvo in concert with Peugeot and 
Renault. 

The new all-alloy engine gives the car 
an extremely favorable power-to-weight 
ratio compared to the conventionai cast 
iron engine construction common to most 
other passenger cars. 

The 264, successor to th e popular 164 
produced from 1968 through 1975, is a 
hallmark of elegant s tyling and efficient 
design in the development of the Volvo, in 
contra st to 20 years aga when it was 
introduced on American r oads as a low
priced economy ear. 

Today, many lux ury features are 
standard on the 264GL, including power
assisted steering , power-assisted four
wheel disc br akes, p ower front windows, 
leather seating surfaces, t inted glass and 
air condition ing. 

For six years, the Volv o has featured 
fuel injection . The 264 makes use of that 
experience with a r efined continuous 
flow fuel injection (C I) system. It 
sensitively compen sates for ch anges in 
engine load a nd am bien t air temperature, 
assuring excellent driveability and 
economy at a ll times. 

Every 264GL comes equipped with the 
solid state ignition system which 
produces a hotter spark and has no points 
to adjust or wear out, and greatly 
increases s parkplug lifA. The engine 
operates on 91 octane, ;regular leaded 
gasoline, ex cept California cars which 
require-unleaded fue!. 

The 264GL offers manu al and automatic 
transmission s . The manual is a fully 
synchronized, four-speed stick shift with 
an 'electrically operated overdrive. The 
three-speed automatic has a floor
mounted shift lever and an illuminated 
quadrant with a PRND21 oattern. 

The 264's a ttention to comfort and 
conveni enc e w ill be parti cu larly 
appreciated by its owners. Activate a 
rocker switch on the' s ubtly elegant and 
conveniently designed dash and 150 watts 
surge through a rear window circuit to 
lIefog the window in minutes. Thp. 
heatingI ai r con d itioning s ystem 
provides 12 outlets for fresh heated or 
cooled air-}ncludin g special vents to 
defog front s ide windows. 

Even the backrest and cushion of the 
driver's seat are electrically heated. A 
sensor triggers h eat when the 
teIIJ.perature is below 57 degrees and 
automatically turns if off when seat 
temperature rises to 79 degrees. 

Volvo's new V6-powered 265 station wagon . which . has a 'base price of $9495. 

VOLVO 
The new Volvo product leader is 

the 264GL, powe red by Volvo's new 
light alloy , overhead cam, 125 SAE 
net horsepower V-6 engine . The new 

264G L, wh ich succeeds the 1975 top
of-the-line 164, is equ ipped with sun
roof and can be ordered with a lus
trous metallic finish . 

While it is three feet shorter than 
the average "full -size" American built 

Vo/vo 264GL 

DECEMBER, 1975 

sedan , the 264 G L comes standard w ith 
powe r-assisted steer ir.g, power-assisted 
fou r-wheel disc brakes, tinted glass, air 
conditioning, powe r front windows 
and cho ice of a new three-speed auto
mat ic transmission or a four-speed 
manu al with electrically act ivated 
ove rdrive. 

Vo lvo also unveil s the V-6 powered 
265 st ation wagon which offers many 

of fhe features of the 264G L plus 
more t han 77 cubic feet of cargo 
space . The power plant is the same as 
the 264GL. 

Completing the 1976 product line 

is the four-cylinder 240 Series - the 
242 an d 244 sedans and the 245 sta
tion wagon - featuring a new Volvo 
2.1 litre, overhead cam, fuel injected, 
aluminu m head engine . 



Volvo for 1976 

The 19"76 Volvo 265 sta
tion wagon features an all 
alluminum fuel injected 
V-6 engine. In the Volvo 
tradi~on standard equip
ment includes air condi
tioning, power-assisted 
rack and pinion steering, 
four-wheel power disc 
brckes with venti Icted 
front rotors, energy asor
bibg front end and more 
than 771f2 cubic feet of 
cargo space. 

The 1976 Volvo 264GL four door-sedan includes 
sliding sunroof, power front windows, air-co..,dition
ing, rack and pinion steering, bucket seats - all 
standard equipment. 

Volvo Luxury Car; 264GL Sedan 

FORT WA lNf, IND. 
NfWS..SfNTlNfl 
-0. 76.058-

Fr WAYNE METROPOlITAN AREA 

JAN 6 1976 

The 1976 Volvo 264 GL em
bodies major technical ad
vances including the debut of 
the new aluminum alloy, 
overhead cam, fuel injected 
V-6 engine, developing 125 
SAE net horsepower at 5500 
rpm. 

Today, luxury features that 
are standard on the 264 GL 
include power-assisted steer
ing , power-assisted four
wheel . disc brakes, power 
front windows, leather seat
ing surfaces, tinted glass and 
air conditioning. A refined 
continuous fJow fuel injection 
( el) system compensates for 

changes in engine load and 
ambient air temperature. The 
;264Gl comes equipped with 
the solid state ignition system 
and offers manual and auto
matic transmissions. 

The standard in 
strumentation on the 264 -
speedometer, fuel and tem
per.ature gauges - is backed 
up by warning lights which 
instantly inform the driver of 
a malfunction in a vital sys
tem, including a warning 
light to indicate when key 
outside lights are burned out. 

The 240 Series, in two-door 
and four-door sedans and a 

station wagon, has a new 2.1 
litre, four-cylinder, 102 SAE 
net horsepower engine for 
1976 that features a light al
loy cylinder head of a cross
now design. 

The 240 Series manual and 
automatic transmission for 
1976 also contribute to per
formance and fuel economy. 
The four-speed manual trans
mission, with or without the 
optional overdrive, is new 
with the latest modeis. An 
improved optional three
speed automatic transmission 
in the 1976 240 Series will 
kick Into low at speeds as 
high as 40 mph. 
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Volvo 265 wagon (lejt); Volvo 264GL (right) 

264GL • 
IS newest Volvo 

Volvo fans - and once you're one, it's for lIle - are 
eagerly waiting to see the new models which will bow to
morrow in the Volvo display area at the New York Coli se
um. 

Their brand new baby is the Volvo 264GL - the most 
luxurio"<; and one of the safest sedans the Swedish compa
ny has ever offered. Elegant, stylish and looking more 
like a Mercedes or a Seville than the rather stodgy ap
pearance Volvo normally proj~ts, the 264 not on ly offers 
c1assy good looks, but a six-digit odometer. Obviously, the 
manufacturer relishes Volvo's reputation for lasting a 
lifetime. 

When Volvo fjrst introduced its rugged little cars into 
this country 20 years ago, Americans were told " Drive it 
like you hate it!" with the result that these Swedish autos 
have managed to maintain a reputation for endurance en
vied by all in the industry. 

Today, the cars have grown up both production-wise 
and in size and now compare most favorably to all those 
cars being touted today as embodiments of economy, 
comfort and' performance. 

Diversity of sty/es, sizes 

'Worlcf of cars 
for the viewer 

\-Vhen you \Valk into the World Wide Cars 
exhibit at the' Fort Worth Auto Show you can 
look at automobiles from throughout the 
world. 

One of the exhibit highlights will be the new 
Volvo modeis. Thenew Volvo product leader is 
the 264GL, the most luxurious of Volvo sedans, 
p:lwered by Volvo's new light alloy, overhead· 
cam V-6 engme. 

\Vhile it is three feet shorter than the aver
age full-size American-built sedan, the 264GL 
provides exceptional knee and leg room for 
fi\'C adults. 

Volvo also um'eils the V-6 powered 265 sta
tion wagon. which offers rnany of the luxury 
features of the sedan plus more than 77 cubic 
feet of cargo space. 

Completing the 1976 Volvo product line is the 
four-cylinder 24{) series - the 242 and 244 
sErlans and the 245 station wagon - featuring a 
rew Volvo 2.llitre. overhead-cam !uel-inject-
ro :Ju;ninUl ,l-hbid ('ngine . 
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Powered by a new, light-alloy, overhead cam, 125-HP, 
V-S engine , the 264GL succeeds the top of the line Volvo, 
the 164. Three feet shorter than the average full-size 
American sedan, it can seat five adults, aM standard 
equipment includes power-assist steering, power-assist 
four-wheel disc brakes , tinted glass, air conditioning, pow
er front windows and a choke of a new three-speed au to
ma tic transmission or a four-speed manual with elec
trically activated overdrive. 

The new engine gives the car an extremely favorable 
power-to-weight ratio, opera tes on a high-octane gas (91, 
regular leaded), rather than the unleaded gas all new 
American cars call for , and has a solid state ignition sys
tem which produces a hotter spark and has no points to 
adj\lst or wear out 

T? those with sensiiivity to cold seats on winter days, 
the piece de resistance is an electrically heated driver's 
seat. A sensor triggers heat when the temperature is be
low 57 degrees and automatically turns it off when the 
seat temperature rises to 79 degrees - just so you don't 
get stuck on a hot seat. 



SPE.o-t\KING OF C1-\RS 

Newesl Volvo Shools 
~Y{ORk,oyxury Segment 

There have been a lot of in
teresting things come out 'of 
Sweden over the years - blonds 
and motor cars to name just hvo 
- but none is mor e intriguing 
than the $10,000 · surprise Volvo 
introduced on the local scen e 
last we ek. 

Marking three decades of bringing 
automobiIes to American shores. the 
company has trottedout a re·al dandy 
to start off the next one. The model 
designalion says 264GL and the win
dow sticker says $10,532, and between 
those two numbers is a piece of rolling 
stock that obviousIy fits right square 
in the Iuxury car field. 

It 's no particular secret what Volvo 
is wanting to do. The manufaeturer is 
shooting at a segment of an import 
m a r k e t held in the firm gr.ip of 
Mercedes-Benz and is approaching it 
with ? pr ice structure possessed by 
i;;e l ;;edes just a short time back. 

For t h a t amount of money, you 
mi"ht expect the 254 lo be a pretty 
fancy piece of equipment, ann it is. 
The company has gone the full route 
in attern ptmg to buiId a better car 
than it ever has buiIt before, and it 
appe!lrs it has succeeded. 

THE -GUIDE lines f o r creating a 
luxury automobiIe are weil established, 
consisting of including all elements 
which. contribute to compIete eomfort 
and· ease of matering. In the ca se of 
the 264 , tilis is accomplished without 
r e s o r t i n g to the overall size and 
weight wruch is s o f amiIiar in the 

larger American -automobiles. 
The wheelbase is 104 inches and he 

raled curb weight but 3,137 pound s , 
yet the 264GL four-<ioor sedan which 
C. Bruce McConnell, president of Mc
Cn,nnell Motors, provided for a test car 
l'ast week had a smoothness of ride 
aS30ciated with a much Iarger automo
bile. Enginet:Ting has dcne a very good 
joh with lhe suspension system on this 
cac 

lt also has hi t a 200d lick with a 
new fuel injected alulninum overhead 
cam V-G in that the engine doesn't 
have the . vibration harmonics often 
fou nd in powerplants of this design. It's 
smooth and devoid of shake when 

1diling. 
As with most Europena engines, the 

V-6 is of moderate size. displacing 162 
cubic inches and producing 125 horse
power, but it's sufficient to give the 
sedan acceleration comparable to a 350 

(SIar Pho!o Bv Fra nl< H. Fissel 

VOLVO 264 ABSORBS BUMPS LIKE EIG, HEAVY eAR 
New ModeI Demonstl'ates :l'lllch Improvement In The Ride 

two-barrei V-B in a standard sized 
chass is. 

PASSENGER ccmfort is a critical 
it~-m i:1 an e;':pensive automobile. As a 
coasequence, Volvo achieves leg and 
head room by sitting the occupants 
fa irly erect rather than spreading them 
Ol t more which is the fashion with big 
A;nerican ears. 

It is a cornfortable way to sit, al
though those used to the sofa-type 
seats in tbe large American luxury 
cars probably will notice the firmel 
seating in the 264. In addition, the 
bucket seats are manuaHy adjustable 
instead of by power. 

Driving the ear is a snap, especiai
ly with power accessoTies and a soft. 
easy shift ing automatic transmissicll. 
In this respect it drives just like its 
USA counterpart, with a quite 1011' 

noise leve l. Even with the sun roof 
open, there isn't a great deal of wind 
noise until you begin going fast 

A strong point of a moderately 
small V-6 is fuel consumption, ,and it 
meets emission requirernents without a 
catalytic muffler so regular gasoline 
can 'be used. The 162 has a rating of 
between 15 and 27 miles per gallon 
with the test engine rproducing 16.4 
overall for driving which mostly was 
in town, 

IT WAS rather unusual to lind a 
rather spartan instrumenllation layout 
in an imported automobile of this 
price category, There is a reliance on 
lights rather than gauges. But all con
trols necessary to operate the macl1ine 
are there within easy sight or reach, 
and the only spot of trouble we nad 
was the coil wire worked out - killing 
the engin~ue to the wire being 
stretched too tight 

Tile Volvo 264GL is represented in 
Indianapol:is by McConnell Motors Ine. 

7 
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One of the Volvo at
tributes most admired by 
car-watchers is that the 
Swedish firm steadily slips 
better engineering into its 
products , frequen tly with out 
even mentioning it. 

It doesn 't take a par
ticularly sharp reader to 
discover that for 1976 there 
are two newengines in 
Volvo cars (though Detroit 
has been known to spend 
millions promoting such 
comparatively insignificant 
changes as opera windows, 
never mind engines). But it 
does take a sharp eye to 
discover that there are two 
new transmiss ions: a 
radically improved 
automatic and a four-speed 
with electrically actuated 
overdrive unit optional. 

Quite pos sibly Volvo 
thinks we 're either too ill
informed or too indifferent 
to absorb the information. 

Not having driven a car 
with the new all-aluminum 
overhead cam, 125-
hors ep owe r V-6 engine -
developed jointly by 
Renault, Peugeot and Volvo 
and destined for all their 
cars - I will report on that 
later. But it should be noted 
here that this engine is 
available in a luxury station 
wagon, as weil as being the 
standard powerplant of the 
luxury 260 series. 

But I have driven both the 
automatic and the manual
with-overdrive 240 ser ies 
versions of the spanking 
new B21 engine, which . is 
closely deri ved in the 
cylindel' block from earlier 
engines but which now 
featur~s an aluminum 
overhead camshaft with a 
sophisticated cross-flow 
system of fuel feed and 
exhaust. 

Either version will run the 
pants off Volvo's 1975 fours. 

AL THOUGH the new 
automatic transmission als o 

They Put Fun 
Back In Volvo 

is a Borg-Warner, it is a far 
cry from the strong but 
primitive unit used for too 
many y·ears previously. And 
more than that, it mates 
extremely weil with the 
torque and power charac
teristics af the new engine. 

That new engine is a 2.1 
liter four that pumps out 102 
horses and - more im
portantly - does its best job 
of tw isting the mechanical 
bits at 2,500 revolutions per 
minute instead of the earlier 
3,500 rpm .. ~nd that, fans, is 
where the new pep comes 
from . 

Shifting is still not as 
smooth as the best of 
Detroit's units, but it will 
surpris e and please owners 
!jf earlier models without 
upsetting even Detroit fans. 
I've never understood why· 
anyone would buy a Volvo 
with an automatic, but at 
least now those who do so 
get one that is both good and 
modern. 

On the automatic I drove 
there was extreme exhaust 
boom above 55 miles an hour 
(I didn't drive it above 65) 
that was most unpleasant. I 
assume that was a misfit of 
some sort, since the other 
ear had none. 

THE NEW manual is a 
de light, especially with the 
optionaloverdrive unit (at 
$400, which for som e ob
scure Swedish reason also 

buys you a sunroof -
whether you want it or not) 
The O-D switch on the shift 
lever takes a little getting 
used to, but it gives you an 
eminently worthwhile 20 per 
cent reduction in engine 
speed in fourth gear. 

And the point of the 
combination is that it 
returns fun to Volvoiand 
driving for the first time in 
years, the ear having got 
heavy with the passage of 
time so that the engine had 
to struggle a bit. 

The manual transmission 
version is much more fun
and much quicker on the 
uptake than the 
automatic, of course. But 
both are a rea} step ahead. 
The feds claim an average 
(city and highway) fuel 
economy of 20 miles per 
gallon with either manual or 
automatic. 

VOLVO claims a total of 
3 O e n g i n e e r i n g i m
provements for 1976, so I 
suppose they are there. 
Certainly the new cars do 
everything at least as weil 
as the earlier ones, and the 
quality seems to be hanging 
right in there as the sticker 
prices soar. 

The principal impression 
remains, however, that '76 
buyers will get a lot more 
fun for their money than 
most recent Volvo buyers. 

,,--. 



Volvo has plant coming 
in Virginia 

Volvo 's super luxury 264 model is the im
age-breaker that the Swedish carmaker is 
introducing to Americans this year, while 
next year the car may be coming from 
Chesapeake, Va., instead of across the At
lantic . 

That's because Volvo has a plant abuild
ing in the United States which it says will 
eventually be able to put together 100,000 
cars here, and they'll be American-type 
sedans, loaded with comfurt and con
venience items, but hoping to gain strong 
entry into the marketplace with Volvo's 
legendary dependability as the selling 
point. 

The Swedish sedans aren't cheap any
more, in fact the new series has a station 
wagon that tips the pocketbook at $10,000. 

In the 264 you'lI find a V-6 that was 
jointly developed by Renault and Peugeot 
with Volvo. It's a new aluminum alloy 
pOwerplant with an overhead cam that de
velops 125 horsepower, using fuel injection 
for added punch and longevity. The 264 GL 
comes standard with power-assisted steer
ing, power four-wheel disc brakes, power 
front windows , leather upholstery, tinted 
glass and air conditioning - all at the 
sticker price. 

The 264 will run on regular gas, has an 
electronic ignition, rear window defroster 
that runs 150 watts to the glass surface, 
and 12 vents for the air conditioning. The 
backrest and cushion of the driver's sea t is 
individually hea ted , and the sunroof is also 
a standard item, as is a special light which 
tells if any key outside light bulbs are out. 
Unitized construction and a six-digit 
odometer are other key features . 

And that station wagon, the 265. Il will 
be produced in limited numbers , and 
you 've already seen the first ads for them 
on television . Like the 264, the driver can 
choose which transmission he wants, a 
synchro four-speed or an automatic three
speed. The manual transmission has over
drive as an added economy feature, and is 
rated at 27 EPA miles per gallon on the 
highway . 

Besides the standard rear defogger on 
thc back window of the wagon, there 's a 
separate washer/ wiper blade as weil . On 
the same wheelbase as the 264, the wagon 
has 78 cuhic feet of workable space. Rack 
and pinion steering is used, and the passen
ger compartment is protected by a cage of 
c10sed box-section pillars. 

Featuring a combination leather-vinyl 
upholstery and seating for five passengers , 
the buckets themselves have been ortho
pedically designed . The same standard 
equipment list as in the 264 applies . 

A new engine is the highlight of the 240 
Volvo series , the two-and four-door sedans 
in the standard range. H's a 2100cc four 
cylinder which puts out 102 horsepower 
utilizing a cross-now light alloy head and 
continuous fuel injection with electronic 
ignition. 

Burning regular gas , the new engine is 
rated at 28 mpg by the EPA on the highway 
cycle. Standard equipment inc\udes pow
er-assisted four-wheel disc brakes , 
energy-absorbing fmnt and rear en s, tin
ted glass allaround , electric rear window 
defroster . infinitely adjusta!>le front buck
et seats , child-proof door locks and a four
speed transmission. 

Optional is a three-speed automatic 
transmission and the overdrive fo ur
speed . Volvo figures that drivers who are 
able to avoid troublesorne road situations 
are less likely to be part of them, and be
sides the advanced stopping power you'lI 
find coil springs atall corners and rack and 
pinion steering in the 240s . Seat belts are 
inertia reel type, and the sea ting is cov
ered by a soft napped fabric that's cool in 
the :;ummer and warm in winter. 

The forced ventilation system has 12 
outlets , and when combined with optional 
air conditioning functions the same way as 
the 264 unit does. 

Volvo is a remarkable automobile, built 
by engineers to be safe, dependable and 
economical .. . and all of those consid
erations are held in supreme importance 
before the stylists get a crack at the car. 
Next year , they'1I be in America to show us 
how to do it. 

WEST CHESnR, PA. 
lOCAl NEWS 
-0. 28,733-

PH ILADELPHIA METROPOLITAN AREA 

FES' 6 1976 

OF SAFETY 
STEEL CAGE PROTECTS PASSENGERS · 

The elegant styling of this four-door sedan includes a seat 
that is infinitely adjustable, 

Safety and luxury have the most luxurious and 
always been a combination sa fest that the Swedish com
that many of America's 100 pany has ever offered. The 
million drivers look for in 264, successor to the popu· 
the ear they drive . Many ex· lar 164, which was pro· 
perts point out that a car duced from 1968 to 1975, 
body should not only be is a hallm a rk of elegant 
elegantly designed, but it st yling and efficient design, 
should be built to protect a marked contrast to 20 
the body that rides in it. years ago when Volvo was 

One car manufacturer, introduced to Americans 
Volvo, for example, has pro· roads as a low·priced econ· 
tected the passenger com· omy car. 
partment of the 1976 Volvo Today, luxury features 
264GL with a cage of steel that are optionalon most 
pillars around the roof. In other cars are standard 
other words , the passenger 
is literally surrounded by a on the 264GL, including 
cocoon of steel in the event power·assisted steering, 
of a collision. power·assisted four-wheel 

O t h e r d e s i gn features disc brakes, power front 
which help reduce forces on windows, lea t her seating 
impact are anti-intrusion surfaces, tinted glass and air 
bars in each door, a gas tank conditioning. 
located elose to the rear The 264 continues 
axle for protection and a . Volvo's tradition of safety 
unique breakaway cushion- and durability allowing 
ed steering wheel. owners of the 264 to enjoy 

Interestingly, the seat in peace of mind in the knowI
this remarkably designed ed ge that the car has maneu
automobile is infinitely ad- verability to help avoid dan
justable to the driver ' s gerous situations, yet when 
dimensions, affording him an accident does occur, 
complete controI over the incorporates restraint and 
controls_ These and other construction features that 
features, the result of 50 provide excellent passenger 
years of engineering, are protection_ 
part of the 1976 Volvo All in all, it's an impres-
264GL-a car which man y sive compination of luxury 
experts believe to be one O f and safety. 
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Volvo Means Luxury Travel 
Volvo 264 GL Power-assisted steering is overdrive for the standard four-

standard as is either of Volvo's speed. 
The new 264 GL fu lfills the 

most exacting demands that 
might be place d on modern 
means of personal luxury trans
portatlOn. Each element" from 
Volvo's new alloy overhe~d cam 
V-6 engine to its spacious lug
gage compartment, is part of an 
elegant, uncompromised au
tomobile. 

new transmissions, a three- Of course like all Volvo's 
speed auto~atic or ~our-spee? 24.21244 moctels are equippect 
manual WIth electrIcally-acb- wIth four-wheel power disc 
vated overdrive. brakes (with safety triangle

Volvo 242/244 

By anyone 's yardstick, the in
terior dimensions of the Volvo 
242/244 sedans are spacious. 
Vet, overall a Volvo is about 

Clean, distinctive lines are en- three feet shorter than the aver
hanced by the large expanses of age "full-size" American-built 
lightly tinted glass which wrap sedan. 
around the passenger com- Exceptional knee and leg 
partment, interrupted only by r?Om for five adults are pro
narrow, but strong pillars. All vlded and the two reelining ind.ic 

264 GLs are equipped with a sun- VI dual front seats have an adjust
roof and power front windows; able lumbar support. The seats 
and lusterous metallie finishes in all 242/244 sedans are covered 
are available at no extra cost. in soft, napped fabric which is 

A choiee of plush velour or cool in summer and warm in 
supple genuine leather are of- winter. 
fered as facing material for the Like the 264 GL, the heating 
seats of the GL. Front seats are and ventilation system of the 240 
Volvo's famed adjustable indi- Series has 12 outlets , and if 
vi dual buckets and as a lavish Volvo air conditioning is in
concession to the driver, that stalled it will function in the 
seat is automatically heated. same manner as the 264's ad-

With the rear armrest folded, vanced Combinued Unit. 
the 264 G~ affords exceptionall Powering the 240 models- is 
r?O~ for bve adults who can all Volvo's new fuel-injected en
ride m complete comfort thanks gine. H features a belt-driven 
to Volvo '~ Combi~ed. Unit heat- overhead cam, cross-flow cylin
mg and aIr condltlOnmg system. der head and solid state ignition. 
In a~l there are 12 outlets m !he .To complement this sport y, yet 
venblabon system, two of whlch eeonomical engine, Volvo also 
are under the front seats and dis- introduces two new trans mi s
tribute heat to rear-sea t passen- sions. 
gers . 

Steel-belted radial , ~hite wall 
tires are standard, as are four
wheel power disc brakes, (the 
fronts are ' ventilated) and, of 
course, there's Volvo's triangu
lar-split safety braking system. 
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The standard transmission for 
the 242/244 models is a rugged 
four-speed manual. Transmis
sion options are Volvo's new 
smooth three-speed automatic 
and an electrically-activated 

split system) and steel-belted 
radial , whitewall tires. 

Volvo 265 

The luxury Volvo 265 wagon of
fersmny of the considerable 
features of the 264 GL sedan 
plus 50 cubic feet of cargo 
space---over 67 cubic feet with 
the rear seat folded flat. 

The spirit of the d.istinctively 
styled 265 comes from the same 
new, energetic light-alloy V-6 
that's found in the 264 GL. And 
like the 264 , the 265 is equipped 
with fuel-injection and a solid 
state ignition system. Transmis
sion choiees are the same as 
well-either the silky smooth 
three-speed automatic (which 
can be shifted down to low at 
speeds as high as 40 mph) or the 
full-synchromesh four-spe'ed 
manual with eleetrically-acti
vated overdrive on fourth gear. 
Power-assisted . steering and 
brakas are both standard as are 
steel belted rad.ial, white wall 
tires. 

Inside, the 265 offers Volvo's 
anatomically correct, ind.ividual 
reelining front seats. Seat cov
ering material is durable 
leather-like vinyl or vinyl with a 
woven center insert. 

Volvo 's 12 outlet Combined 
Unit heating and air condi
tioning system, which perrnits 
the air conditioner to be oper
ated simultaneously with the 
heater for warm; dehumidified 
interior air , is standard. 

Volvo's unique system of warn
ing lamps, including a bulb integ
rity sensor whieh lets the driver 
know instantly if a low beam, 
stop or tail light is out, and 
quartz crystal electric clock are 
features of the 265 instrument 
panel. 

The rear door is equipped with 
a gas-cylinder lift meehanism, a 
chlld-proof lock and an elec
trically heated window with a 
washer and wiper. 

Volvo 245 

The Volvo 245 wagon is a log
ical alternative to the 244 sedan. 
It is effici ent, thanks to Volvo 's 
overhead cam, fuel injeeted 
cross-flow head engine, and 
practicål, with over 67 cubic 
feet of cargo space. 

The interior offers the same 
level of comfort and conven
ience as the 244 but the seats 
are covered with durable, easy 
to clean, vinyl. 

The 245 also has the typically 
fine road manners that are ex
peeted of any Volvo, despite its 
heavy duty suspension designed 
to accommodate the extra Joads 
that the 245 is capable of car
rying. 

Power-assisted steering is 
standard as are four-wheel 
power d.isc brakes and steel
belted radial , whitewalllires. 

To make sure that the 245 
stays new-looking for a kmg 
time, its body (like all Volvo 's) 
is treated with rust-proofing 
fluids and compounds as weil as 
extensive galvanizing before get
ting two applications of primer 
(one eleetro-dipped ) and finish 
coats of enamel. 

The 245 benefits from the 
structural strength and torisonai 
rigidity of Volvo's rugged unit
body construction which forms 
the basis for overall passenger 
protection. Surrounding the pas
senger compartment itself is a 
proteetive " cage" of closed see
tion pillars and braces. 

The standard transmission for 
the 245 is the full-synchromesh 
four-speed with eleetrically-ac
tivated overdrive. When in over
drive, engine speed is reduced 
by 20%. H's like having a fifth 
speed, but you don't have to use 
the clutch""':'merely flick the 
switch atop the shift lever. 



Overseas Motors Introduces New 
Volvo V-6 Luxury., Performance 
See the new-type auto for 

'76! 
"We are speaking of the V-6 

models of the prestigious Vol
vo at Overseas Motors Corp. , 
1941 Texas Ave." 

(The familiar 4-cylinder 
complete line still is availa
ble, of course, together with 
these sensationai new intro
ductions.) 

A half-century of Volvo en
gineering, with two decades 
in the U.S. marketplace, is ex
emplified in the 1976 model 
year by the Volvo 264 GL, the 
most luxurious and one of the 
safest cars the Swedish com
pany has evet offered. And 
one surely will appreciate the 
V -6 performance and econ~ 
my. 

According to Overseas M~ 
tors Corp., the Volvo 264 GL 
embodies major technical 
advances including the debut 
of the new aluminum alloy, 
overhead cam, fuel injected 
V-6 engine, developing 125 
SAE net horsepower at 5500 
rpm. 

The new engine gives the 
car an extremely favorable 
power-~weight ratio com
pared to the conventionai 
fuel-consuming cast iron en
gine construction common to 
most other passenger cars. 

The 264, successor to the 
popular 164 produced from 
1968 through 1975, "is a 
hallmark of elegant stYling 
and efficient design in the de
ve!opment of the Volvo, in 
contrast to 20 years ago when 
it was introduced on Ameri
can roads as a low-priced 
economy car," it is said. 

Today, "Juxury features 
that are optional on most oth
er cars" are standard on the 
264GL, including power-as
sisted steering, power-assist
ed four-wheel disc brakes, 
power front windows. leather 
sea ting surfaces, tinted glass 
and air conditioning. 

For six years. the Volvo has 
fealured fuel injection. The 
264 makes use of that experi
ence with a refined continu
ous flow fuel injection (CI ) 
system. It sensitively com
pensa tes for changes in en
gine load and ambient air 
temperature, assuring excel
lent driveability and economy 
at all times. 

Solid State Ignition 
Every 264GL comes 

equipped with the solid state 
ignition system which pr~ 
duces a hotter spark and has 
no points to adjust or wear 
out, and greatly increases 
sparkplug life. The engine op
erates on 91 octane, regular 
leaded gasoline, except Cali
fornia cars which require un
leaded fueL 

The 264GL offers manual 
and automatic transmissions. 
The manual is a fully synchro
nized, four-speed stick shift 
with an electrically operated 
overdrive. The three-speed 
automatic has a floor-mount
ed shift lever and an illumi
nated quadrant with a 
PRND21 pattern. 

The attention to comfort 
and convenienee will be parti
cularly appreciated by its 
owners. Activate a rocker 
switch on the subUy elegant 
and ,convenienUy designed 

VOLVO V-6: LUXURIOUS, PRESTIGIOUS, 
DURABLE - Overseas Motors Corp. in Lub
bock introduces Volvo's sensationaI '76 V-6 
station wagon and 2S4GL four-door sedan 

dash and 150 watts surge 
through a rear window cur
cuit to defog the window in 
minutes. The amazing heat
ing/air conditioning system 
provides 12 outfets for fresh 
heated or cooled air - includ
ing special vents to defog 
front side windows. 

Even the backrest and cush
ion of the driver's seat are 
electrically heated. A sensor 
triggers heat when the tem
perature is below57 degrees 
and automatically tums it off 
when seat temperature rises 
to 79 degrees. 

And the driver has complete 
controi from his anatomically 
designed seat. A rear stabiliz
er bar and coil spring suspen
sion at all four wheels give 
the 264 exceptional road hold
ing and handling qualities, 
along with a quiet,' rattle-free 
drive ensured by unitized con
struction. 

New Station Wagon 
Volvo introduces the 

"world's most prestigious 
station wagon"! The car buy
er who yeams for a luxury 
car. but really needs a more 
utilitarian vehic1e, like a sta
tion wagon, can now have 
both in one automobiie from 
Volvo of America Corpora
tion. 

According to Overseas M~ 
tors Corp., the newest model 
to wear the Volvo mark of 
prestige is engineered like the 
finest of Volvo IUX\lry sedans, 
has the toughness of a Swed
ish-built station wagon, and is 
powered by Volvo's energetic 
new V-6 engine. Designed for 
eXelusivity, the 265 will be 

produced in limited numbers. 
To go with its new V-6 en

gine, the 265 offers a choice of 
two transmissions as stand
ard equipment. The buyer can 
select a Cully synchronized 
four-speed or a smooth three
speed automatic which can 
kick down into low gear at 
speeds as high as 40 mph -
useful in low speed passing. 
As an added economy feature, 
the manual transmission 
COOles with an electrically ac
tivated overdrive which sa\'es 
gas by significantly reducing 
engine speed without decreas
ing road speed. 
. The new wagon has the 
same wheel base and maneu
verability as the Volvo sedan 
- its turning cirele is a tight 
32 feet 2 inches - yet its car
go space is a useful 77.6 cubic 
feet . 

The Volvo has rack and pi
nion power-assisted steering 
with a unique safety steering 
wheel design. The passenger 
compartment is protected by 
a "case" of elose box-section 
piIlars. There are also self-ad
justing power-assisted disc 
brakes on all four wheels. 

The 265 features leather-like 
vinyl upholstery and sea ting 
for five passengers. The front 
bucket seats, designed with 
the help of orthopedic special
ists. incorporate lumbar sup
ports to minimize fatigue . 
The driver's seat is infinitely 
adjustable. A third, rear-fac
ing seat is an optional acces
sory. 

See it now at Overseas M~ 
tors Corp., 1941 Texas Ave. in 
Lubbock. 

(each pictured) among the complete line of 
Volvo modeis. The dealership reports major 
technical advances in the new modeIs, togeth
er with added comfort, safety and economy. 
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Bob Irvin 
• 

ear survey incomplete 
l What would you have in the ideal car? 

The Automobtle Club of Southern Califor
ma tned to answer thaI questlOn with an 
ambltious car ratmg program 

II set out to detme a . 'Target Car" -
one with the best combmatlon of features, 
as defmed m a survey of members The 
pur pose was to encourage development 
and use of such automoblles m the future . 

However , the club. part of the Ameri
can AutomobIle ASSOCiatIOn (AAA>, 
admitted that ItS "Target Car" criteria 
left out some thmgs vItally Important in 
determmmg what mode l to buy The chief 
omiSSion was cost. 

ThiS mlght see m like a major oversight. 
But the AAA group sald II did so because 
initially alleast II wan.ted to develop the 
best deSign "free froOm ngld cost con
stramt. " 

The Club also did nof consider durabil
ity and repalrability, two other Important 
features but "for whlch we have· been 
unable to develop a useful form of 
evaluatlon ... 

The AAA said exhausl emissions were 
not consIdered because they have to be 
the same for all cars Welghl and styllng 
also weren'l mcIuded because the y aren't 
performance charactenstlcs, the club 
sald II also dldn 'l conslder braking, 
driver visibilIty and seatmg comtort. 

lt did eons ide r fuel economy, interior 
roommess, acceleratIOn and passmg abil
Ity, noise leveIs, small extenor size, 
crashworthmess, luggage capacity, han
dling, ride quality, en try and exit and 
turnmg radlUs . 

lt asslgned a certain number of points 
to each feature . They added up to a maxi
mum 88 points, with 20 for fuel economy, 
IS for intenor roominess, nine for acceler
ation and passing, elght for nOlse reduc
tion, seven for size, and so on. 

A field of 29 cars was examined. The 
winner under this formula was the Volvo 
164E, a six-cylinder model, with 68 points. 
The second was a Mercedes 300D five
cylinder diesel with 67, and the thlrd 'an 
Andi lOOLS with four-cylinder engine, 64. 
. The AAA group summanzed that "each 

of these vehicIes rated conslstently high m 
most categones, even though they are not 
always outsandmg. indicatmg thaI the 
manufacturers had struek a good balal1ce 
amog the key eharacteristics. " 

Like the first tlrree, the next seven cars 
listed also we re Imports the SAAB 99LE, 
Volkswagen Dasher and Toyota Corona 
11,61 points, the Mercedes 230, 60 pomts, 
the Audl Fox and BMW 5301, 59; and the 
Datsun 610. 58. 

The AAA saltf of this group : 
"Most of these vehicIes are equipped 

with four-cylinder engmes that provide 

very good to excellent fuel economy at the 
expense of acceleration and passing abil
ity Most did very weil in handling . . " 

The thlrd group in or.der were the Buick 
Century, SS points , Mazda and VW Rab-
1>1t, 54. and the American Motors Mata
dor, 53 The study said "the outstanding 
charactenstics of the group appear to be 
Iimlted to engine performance." 

The next group was the Toyota Corona, 
SO, Ford Granada and Dodge Dart, 49; 
AMC Pacer, 48, Dodge Coronet, 47 ; Ford 
Mavenck,46, and Chevrolet Nova, 45. 

The last categnry consIsted of three 
cars - the AMC Hornet, the Ford Torino 
and the Chrysler Cordoba ; all with 44 
pomts, one-half the "Target Car" goal. 

The 10 highest ranking cars were all 
expenslve imports. 

The AAA group said the goal of the pro
gram is to "encourage the development 
and use of automobiles" with characteris
tics like its ideal car. 

The group conceded that Detroit auto 
makers are already trying to improve 
som e of the features listed. But it said the 
program was useful anyway. 

However, it cautioned that it "is not a 
comprehensive guide for the new car 
buyer." 

Nor will it ever be, until price and some 
of those other features are incIuded in the 
ratings. 

models is a four-speed of copper alloy in the 1976 
transmission with or with- models for improved 
out the optionaloverdrive. corrosion resistance. With 
The electrically activated the trlangle-split dual cir
overdrive is like a fifth cuit brake system, both 
gear, engaged by a flick of front wheels and one rear 
a switch on the gearshift a re served by t w o inde
lever which reduces en- · pendent systems. Should 
gine speed by 20 per cent. one system fail , the Volvo 
In highway driving, gas still keeps about 80 per 
mileage is improved sub- cent of its bra king power. 
stantially. In event of a collision, 

By BILL EMERY 
Associate Auto Editor 

Volvo has introduced a 
new 2.1 liter l02-horsepow
er four~cylinder engine in 
the 1976 line up of its 240 
series cars. The light alloy 
cylinder head engine with 
cro$s-flow design replaces 
the cast iron overhead 
valve 2 liter engine which 
produced 98 hp at 6000 
rpm in the two-door, four
door and station wagon 240 
series. 

The engine is distin
guished by a belt-driven 
overhead camshaft, 
chosen for its exceptionaI 
efficiency. No pushrods or 
rocker arms are employ
ed, which means very 
quiet running and fewer 
adjustments . . 

Volvo's optional three- Volvo bodies protect the 
speed automatic transmis- passenger compartment 
sion has also been im- with a "cage" of steel pil
proved for 1976. It will lars around the roof, box
kick down into low at section rocker panels, 
speeds' as high as 40 mph. anti-intrusionb(lrs in each 
The advantages of this can door, a gas tank located 
be seen readily on hilly elose to the rear axle for 
terrain and when quick protection , a unique 
acceleration is needed breakaway cushioned 
around town. steering wheel and other 

Volvo's four-wheel design features to reduce 
Fuel injection and elec

tronic ignition is standard 
on the new engine for re
duced maintenance and 
jmproved reliability. 

New with the latest 

power-aS"sisted disc impact forces. 
brakes, with larger dlsc . Volvos are sold and 
pads this year, have gain- serviced in Long Beach by 
ed worldwide recognition Jim Gray Imports, and in 
an~ honors for design. The Compton by Arroy· 
new i>rake lines are made Motors. 



A reputation for endurance 
Volvo fans - and once you '· 

re one , it 's for life - are ea
gerly waiting to see the new 
models which will bow to
morrow in the Volvo display 
a rea at the ew York Coli
seum . 

Their brand new baby is 
the Volvo 264GL - the most 
luxurious and one of the saf
est sedans the Swedish com
pany has ever offered . Ele
gant. s tylish and looking 
more like a Mercedes or a 
S e v i I I e than the rather 
stodg y appearance Volvo 
normally projects , the 264 
not on ly offers classy good 
looks. but a six-digit odome
ter . Obviously, the manu
fac turer relishes Volvo 's 
reputation for lasting a life
time. 

When Volvo first intro
duced its rugged little cars 
into this country 20 years 
ago. Americans we re told 
·· Drive it like you hate it ' ·· 
with the result that these 
Swedish autos have man
aged to maintain a reputa
tion for endurance envied 
by a ll in the industry. 

Today. the cars have 

( AUlOS '76 J 
grown up both production
wise and in size and now 
campare most favorabl y to 
all those cars being touted 
today as embodiments of 
economy , comfort and per
formance . 

Powered by a new, light
alloy, overhead cam , 125-
HP, V-6 engine , the 264GL 
succeeds the top of the line 
Volvo . the 164. Three feet 
shorter than the average 
full-size American sedan , it 
can sea t five adults , and 
standard equipment in
dudes power-assist steer
ing , power-assist four-wheel 
disc brakes , tinted glass , air 
conditioning , power front 
windows and a choice of a 
new three-speed automatic 
transmission or a four
speed manual with elec
tric.a lly activated overdrive. 

The new engine gives the 
car an extremely favorable 

power-to-weight ratio , oper
ates on a high-oetane gas 
(91 , regular leaded ), rather 
than the unleaded gas all 
new American cars call for , 
and has a solid state igni
tion system which produces 
a hotter spark and has no 
points to adjust or wear out. 

To those with sensitivity 
to cold seats on winter days, 
the piece de resistance is an 
electrically heated driver 's 
seat. A sensor triggers heat 
when the temperature is be
low 57 degrees and automat
ically turns it off when the 
seat temperature rises to 79 
degrees - just so you don 't 
get stuck on a hot seat. 

Another owner conven
ience is a light on the dash 
which lets you know when 
a!ly outside lights (tail
I i g h t s , headlights , etc .) 
aren ' t functioning . As for 
the defogger, this too has 

something just a little extra 
to offer - special vents to 
defog the side windows in 
front. 

With a price tag of $9 ,895, 
the Volvo 264GL can be
come a serious competitor 
to the leading con tender for 
those seeking a ear in this 
brilcket. 

A new station wagon be
ing unveiled at the Auto 
Show in this Volvo 260 se
ries is the 265 , a luxury 
wagon akin to the ' sedan , 
and produced in limited 
numbers in the U.S. 

Volvo ______ _ 
The Swedes have been 

achieving weil in this year's 
Winter Olympics, and it is 
recognized internationally that 
this is largely due to careful 
planning. 

Planning and training closely 
adhering to a preconceived 
scheme is also evident ilJ the 
way Swedish auto bUllders 
operate. 

Take the Volvo for example. 
Volvos are known for their 

lack of "bugs" and their ex
cellent quality contro!. Many 
features acceOted as a matter 
of fact by Swedish car owners 
come as delightful surprises to 
Americans driving their first 
Volvos. 

Motorists in the cold 
Northeast, in particular, ap
preciate the way Volvos are 
built to start each below-zero 
morning and to keep runnimng 
all day, every day, with a 
minimum of hitches. 

Many Volvo features are evi
dent from the outside. Pull 

your car up behind ·a Volvo 245 
station wagon at a traffic light 
and one of the first things you 
notice, right after the colorful 
paint job, is the rear window 
wiper, just like the one on the 
windshield. 

For several years now 
Americans have been marve ;
ing commenting; " Why haven't 
American cars gor those?" 

That is, as we said , only a 
surface feature . 

The tightly-constructed 
bodywork coyers this year a 
new MacPherson strut front 
suspension, set on a wider
track longer wheelbase. On the 
road are wider, steel-belted 
tires which increase stability 
and cut body roll in turns. 

Out of the $46 million Volvo 
research center, has come the 
ultimate in steering systems. 

Under every Volvo hood is a 
transistorized' ignition system 
controling the fuel-injected 
engine. Atop · every automatic 
transmission is a shift lever 

designed for easy use and safe 
operation. 

The engine compartment is 
another model of sensible 
design , to save servicing costs. 
For exarriple, you cam even in
spect the coolant, hydraulic 
fluid and windshield washer 
fluid levels at a glance. 

One thing you won't find is a 
carburetor. 

It has been replaced with a 
fuel delivery system that 
regulates gasoline now accor
ding to the amount of air com
ing from into the engine. 

At high revolutions per 
miriute , this now is con
siderable. 

The regulation is very 
precise, to insure that only the 
fuel you need is the fuel you. 
burn. 

Anyone who has ever looked 
under a Volvo hood is im
pressed with the very organiza
tion of engine components, but 
inside this effieieney is much 
more intense. 

The tolerances are mueh 
tighte r than in most cars and 
thus everything hangs together 
sO/rtlueh longer. 

Sa fet y? Volvo invented it. 
The sea t belt was standard on 
Volvo produetion models a 
decade before others took them 
up. 

Sa fet y to Volvo mrans more 
than 5 miles an hour impaet 
bumpers. On the dash board 
things are placed so as to be 
handy 

and non-distraeting. Even 
the air flow is engineered to 
take exhaust fumes away from 
the passenger eompartment. 

The full Volvo line can be 
seen at Jaffarians's Setvice 
rne ., 312 River St. during the 
Washington's Birthc!ay open 
house and all year round as 
wel!. 

HAVERHILL, MASS. 
GAlETTE 

-D. 23,293-
BOSTON METROPOLITAN AREA 

FES 13 1976 
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Along Aulo Row 

Update of Volvo • In u.s . 
Peter Alper, third ba

na-na in Volvo Western 
(headquarters in Torr
ance) was in town this 
week to introduce Volvo's 
new public relations chief 
and to do a little . tub
thumping ' for his compa
ny's position in the Amer
ican car market. 

Bill Baker, a persona bl e 
and articulate young man, 
formerly with Ford, will 
now handle the P.R. re
sponsibilities for Volvo 'on 
a nationallevei from the 
hQITle office in Rockleigh, 
N.J. 

The Swedish manufac
turer 's top-of-the-line car 
now being marketed here 
is their 264 GL (2-the se
ries number; 6-cylinders; 
4-four doors). doors). Af
ter check1ng the price tag 
(weil over $10 ,000) the 
customer might conclude 
the GL stands for Good 
Lord ! Really? Actually, it
!lenotes Grand Luxe. 

'Volvo 's American -as
sE1mbly plant, now under 
c6nstruction at Chesa
pe'ake, Va., is scheduled 
to turn out Job One 
(that's trade talk) about 
one' year from now. 

. Ålper predicted that by 
the eariy 19808 Volvo car 
sales in this country will 
hH, the 100,000 mark. 
(Last year's sales were . 
59 ,408.) This will include 
a llew, small car that will 
be produced at the DAF 
plant in Holland, recently 
aciJuired by Volvo. 

. ... * * 
~ames and Places--Le

z4j! (with a Z) Labadie, 
owner of East Bay .Chev-. 
råiet, in Albany, again is 
lending her considerable 
tarent and enthusiasm to 
the promotion of the Con
tra Costa' County Mental 
Health 'Association' pro
gram . . " 

'This year's main chari-

and by-line stories and 
picture spreads in practi
cally every motor sports 
magazine on ,two conti
nents. 

His latest as sign ment is 
vice president-marketing 
of the upcoming Lung 
Beach American Grand 
Prix, March 28. (When 
you write him for a press 
pass, don 't tell him Ran
dolph sent you). 

. * * * 
Checking Tbe Local Ac· 

tion--Ed Bartlett's Gold 
en Bear Ford (Berkeley) 
is t he recipient of 
FoMoCo's annual Distin
guished Service Award for 
excellency in all phases of 
the operation of a deal er
ship .. . 

Sfiding sunroof, air conditioning, four-wheel disc brakes among features 

. Chevrolet has donated 
an El Camino truck to the 
automot ive mechani c 
class at McClymonds 
High. This was. one of 
1,500 vehicles donated by~ 
Chevy to schools and col
leges ... 

21 Theater, in Pleasant 
Hill. Mrs. Labadie, a long
time Orinda resident, will 
serve as chairman... • 

For the first time in 
three years American Mo-

o: tors has an advertising 
.. manager, Robert N. Lepre 
• (let's hope he 's newspaper 
•• oriented) .. . 

Also from AMG comes 
'. word that Jeff Wright , 

who will be remembered 
here as Jeep's zone man
ager; back in the Kaiser 
days, has been appointed 
sales director for the 
Eastern Hemisphere .. . 

Loca 1- boy -makes-good 
LEZLlE LABADIE dep 't: Pete Biro. Born 

Charity chairman here 42 years ' ago. An 
'alumnus of Fremont High 

ty fund event is the pre- and the California COllege 
miere showing of "One of Arts and Crafts. His 
Flew Over The Cuckoo's parents, a coup le of ex
Nest" Feb. 17, at Century vaudevillians (they played 

ED BARTLETT 
Dealer award 

THE Palace in 1930) still 
live on 35th Avenue. ' 

Oldsmobile got int-o the 
recently concluded Crosby 
Pro-Am Clambake by do
nating a Cutlass Supreme 
to the winner of the Clos- . 
est-To-The-Pin contest. 
Johnny Miller drove it 
home ... 

The annual Northern 
Califo rnia Recreational 
Vehicle, Sports, and Va ca
tion Show is set for. the 
Oakland Coliseum Arena 
Feb. 25 through the 29th .. . 

Bob Woolverton reports 
thaJ he is the first to stock 
his Crown Chevrolet store 
(Dublin) with the new 
Chevy four-wheel-drive ,K
van. The van, a Chevy G30 
converted to 4 WD by the 
Pathfinder CO., will be 
featured on the cover of 
two natiorial auto · maga
zines in March and April. 

-Hugb Randolph , 
Pete, who has made it ---------.... ~ 

big as ,an international 
motor r<lcing photogra-
pher, now has an enviilble 
record of 21 years of race 
coverage. His credits in-
clude trips · around -the 
Grand Prix circuit witli 
Dan Gurney and Ritchie 
Ginther, 10 years as Good-
year's race photographer 



Volvo Unveils New Model 
And Two New Powerplants 

rpm, as compared to the B-20's 
3500 rpm, for greatIy improved 
low speed performance. 

The engine is distinguisqed by 
a belt-driven overhead cam
shaft, chosen forits exceptional 
efficienc;y. No pushrods or 
rocker arms are employed, 
which means very quiet running 
and fewer adjustments. 

ROCKLEIGH, NJ-Volvo, the 
Swedish automaker with a repu
tation for building conservative, 
indestructable automobiles, 
continues for 1976 the dramatic 
re-engineering of their lineup 
begun last year with the intro
duction of the new 260 series. 

The 1976 Volvo 264 replaces 
the popular 164, produced from 
1968 through 1975, and a 265 
station wagon has been added. 
The two new models join the 240 
series Volvos, which supplanted 
the 140 series in 1975, and which 
receive a new engine for '76. 

From the first Volvos 
imported in 1955, when Ameri
cans we re told to "drive it like 
you hate it," the Volvo 264 
embodies major technicaT 
advances incIuding the debut of 
the new aluminum alloy, over
head cam , fuel-injected V6 
engine, developing 125 SAE net 
horsepower at 5500 rpm. 

The new engine gives the car 
an extremely favorable power
to-weight ratio compared to the 
conventionaI fuel-consuming, 
cast-iron engine construction 
common to most other passen
ger cars. 

Luxury features that are op
tional on most other cars are 
standard on the 264GL, includ
ing power-assisted steering, 
power-assisted 4-wheel disc 
brakes, power front windows, 
leather seating surfaces, tinted 
glass and air conditioning. 

For six years, the Volvo has 
featured fuel injection. The 264 
makes use of that expedence 
with a refined continuous flow 
fuel injection (Cl) system. It sen
sitively compensates for ch anges 
in engine load and ambient air 
temperature, assuring excellent 
driveability and economy at all 
times . 

Every 264GL comes equipped 
with the solid state ignition 
system which produces a hotter 
spark and has no point s to 
adjust or wear out, and greatly 
inc.reases sparkplug life.' The 
engine operates on 91 octane, 

regular leaded gasoline, except 
catalyst-equ ipped California 
cars which require unleaded 
fue\. 

The newest model to wear the 
Volvo mark of prestige is en
gineered like the finest of Volvo 
luxury s'edans, has the toughness 
of a Swedish-built station wagon 
and is powered by Volvo's ener
getic new 125 SAE net horse
power, Iigh alloy, overhead cam 
V6 engine. Designed for 
excIusivity, the 265 will be pro
duced in limited numbers. 

To go with its new V6 engine, 
the 265 offers a choice of two 
transmissions as standard 
equipment. The buyer can seIect 
a fully synchronized four-speed 
or a 'smooth three-speed auto
matic which can kick down into 
low gear at speeds as high as 40 
mph-useful in low speed pass
ing. As an added economy 
feature, the manual transmis
sion comes with an eIectronically 
activated overdrive which saves 
gas by significantly reducing 
engine speed without decreasing' 
road speed . 

The new B-21 engine features 
Volvo's continuous fue! injection 
(el) system which is highly 
reliable and provides excellent 
driveability. Electronic ignition 
is standard , for reduced main
tenance and improved r e liR
bility. 

., -

The 240 series, in. 2-door and 
4-door sedans and a station 
wagon, has a new 2.1 liter, 4-
cylinder, 102 SAE net horse- , 
power engine for 1976 that 
features a light alloy cylinder 
head of a cross-flow design. The 
B-21 replaces the cast iron over
head valve 2-liter B-21 produces 
its maximum tdrque at 2500 

ROCKLEIGH, NJ-The 1976 Volvo lineup includes (from top): the 244 
sedan, looking very much like its 1975 counterpart but equipped with the 
new 2.1-liter, overhead cam, aluminum head, fuel-injected engine; the 
brand new 264GL, with front end redesigned to be in line with the 240 
series and equipped this year with a V6 engine in place of the old inline six; 
and finally , what many Volvo fans bave been waiting for, a ~ylinder 
station wagon-the 265, powered by tbe new aIl-aluminum, fuel-injected 
V6. 
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The 1976 Volvo 264 GL sedan is being louted as the most luxurious Volvo ever. 

For people who think big ... 

Volvo goes luxury 
By LARRY LIGHT 

Busines~ Writer 

With the introduction of a $10,000 luxury 
car- this month, Volvo has redirected its 
marketing strategy toward upper income 
auto buyers. 

That . ~tatement-made yesterday by 
Bjorn Ahlstrom, president of Volvo of Amer
ica Corp., Rockleigh~mes at a time when 
foreign Md domestic auto makers are 
scrambling to bring out low-cost products 
designed ' ta attract the inflatiop-pressed av
erage American. 

The new luxury 260 series will put Volvo 
in the same class as BMW and Mercedes, 
two expensive German imports, Ahlstrom 
said. 

In '1975, the Swedish ear manufacturer 
brought out its 240 series, whose models are 
priced at about $5,500 to replace i15 140 line, 
which cost $4,750 a ear· the year before. 

As a result, Ahlstrom said, Volvo's U.S. 
subsidiary expec15 1975 to be its best year 
ever. "We hope for sales of 60,000 units," he 
said. 

So far this year, the company has report
ed sales of 57,272-13 per cent more than the 
same period last" year. 

November 'saleJ off 

November 1975 sales of 3,13i, however, 
were down from the 4,532 figure posted -for 
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November 1974-a dip the company attrib-" 
utes to year-end model shortages and au
tumn enthusiasm for the new American 
cars, which always are introduced several 
months before their -European competitors. 

As Volvo executives see it, their decision 
.to concentrate on wealthy car buyers is wise 
because those people are largely immune 
from bad economic times. "When there's a 
recession, it's the blue-collar workers who 
get la id off," explained one company offi
cial. "And when that happens, it hurts the 
small to intermediate car market. '.' 

When Volvos were first brought to this 
country 20 years ago, tbey were billed as in· 
termediate priced cars that lasted a long 
time and could '-withstand rugged driving. 
Fine engineering and safety also were em
phasized in Volvo ads. 

But the marketing strategy has been 
changed to suit a different product today. 
The pitch about engineering, safety, and lon
gevity remains, yet the appeal to the rough 
driving, middle income earner is gone. 

New Volvo television commercials pic
ture it sitting alongside a Mercedes and a 
BMW. 

New 26WL model 

The ney< Volvo 264GL includes such luxu-

ry standard ft:å.tures as power-assisted 
steering, power-assisted four-wheel disc 
brakes, power front windows, leather seat
ing surfaces, tinted glass, and air condition
ing. Added to an aluminum V-6 engine, that 
accounts for the $10,000 price tag. 

Volvo intends to upgrade' i15 dealer-show
rooms to appeal to the well-to-do buyer. 115 
problem here is that, because imports only 
hpve a minority of the tJ.S. auto market-18 
per cent-most sellers of foreign cars handle 
more than one company's product to keep 
their sales volume up. 

Most imports are primarily economy 
cars like Datsun and Toyota, which attract 
a less. wealthy clientele than Volvo seeks. By 
persuading dealers to drop other imports 
and sell only Volvos, the Swedish company 
believes i15 objectives will be accomplished. 

Twenty per cent of Volvo's 500 U.S. deal
ers sell the Swedish cars exclusively. Two of 
Bergen Coimty's four Volvo dealerships sell 
other imports as weil. EnglewoM Volvo, 
whi~h used to sell MGs and Jaguars in addi
tion to Volvos, dropped the British products 
last March when it changed ownership. 

A spokesman for the agency, previously 
known as Kingsfield Motors, said the deci
sion has been made because Volvos sold bet_ o 
ter. 



Volvo's Experimental Safety Car, a 'rolling laboratory' used to deveJop many safety 
features in the 1976 modeis. 

From Sweden 

Volvo has new wagon., 
Saab has few changes 

Volvo, whose 1976 modeIs 
won' t be in thc dealers' 
showr.;.'] ms until t~~ : ly next 
mon!:';.. ':. iII have a new 265 
station wagon among its 0(

ferings, which a spokesman 
called " the worJd's mos t ex
pensive." 

The 265 will contain Vol
vo's new alum inum fuel in
jected V-6 engine, with a 
capacity of 2.7 liters. Pro
duced in limited numbers, 
fran k ly for "snob appeal," 
the lu xury wagon will have 
as standard eq u ipment a ir 
condi t ioning, power steer
ing, four-wheel power disc 
brakes, cloth insert seating 
and metallic paint. 

T he 260 series ini t ially 
will contain only the four 
door 264 GL, also w ith a V-
6 engine. A two-door model · 
will come along later. 

The lower-priced 240 se
ri es will include a 242 two 
door, ·tJ 244 four door sedan, 
and a '245 five door wagon. 
All will be eq'uipped with a 
new 2.1 liter overhead cam 
engine with fuel injection. 

A number of safety fea
tures, derived from the re
search in Volvo's E xperi
men tal Safe ty Car, are in
corporated in the 1976 line
up. Suggested price tags 
wi ll range from approxi
mately $6000 to $9000. 

Saab, whose new models 
w ill also .be unveiled in a 
(cw weeks, will show very 
few cosmetic changes, fol
lowing the compan y's poli
cy since 1969. But there will 
be abou t 40 specific refine
ments, mostly mechanical, 
throughout the car. 

Saab notes it is among 
on lya handful of ears al
lowed to operate in envi
ronmentally conscious Cali
fornia without the use of 
ei ther catalytic converters 
or thermal reactors. 

The overhead cam four-c
ylinder engine (121 cubic 
inches) h as mechanical fuel 
injection and genera tes 115 
horsepower , running on 
regular fuel - leaded or 
unleaded. 

Saab's 1976 lineup con
tains the 99LE, in two and 
four-door modeis; the 99 
WagonBack, a hatchback 
version of the 99; and the 99 
EMS, a sport y version 
available in silver or black, 
with options including a 
sunroof and a Rally paek
age. 
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Zti4 fiL Road Test 

Volvo rakes On 
Mercedes And 8M W 
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Talk about nerve. 

Buddy 
Hout$ 

Aulomolivp 
Edilor 

Volvo, that four-wheeled aristocrat of Sweden, is taking 
on Mercedes, BMW, Cadillac a nd other fine cars and mak
ing no bones about il. 

You say you think the Volvo folks have been eating too 
much raw fi sh? 

So did we. , .until we drove the 264 GL, the top of the 
Volvo line. 

As we got in our test ear at Doc Gilbert's Volvo, Doc 
said, "Af ter you drive this baby you 're going to tell me this 

"Driver's Seot Is Heoted To 

Worm The Bock Of Your Lop. 

is Olle of the fi nest cars in the world. " 

" 

We just grinned and thought, " Sure, Doc. , .sure ." 
We've never really been a Gung Ho Volvo fan. 
They're good cars, .well-built, comfortable, lots of 

room , safe, economical and dependable. , ,but they 've nev
er rea tly turned us on. 

That :s, until the 264 GL. 
You were right, Doc. This is some baby, but can it com

pete with Mercedes, BMW, Cadillac and other fine cars? 
Lers see, 
First, the slab-sided body is no 

paragon of streamlining.It's boxy 
design is functional for interior 
room, the strong roof supports 
and the crush zones for both 
the frontend and rearend give 
great passenger proteetion . 

The passenger compartment 
is even protected by a steel 

cage 'built into the body. 

-----

Inside is plush as an'y ear made with your choice of 
leather or velour upholstery as standard equipment. And 
if you haven't heard about Volvo's famed anatomically-de
signed seats, you 've either had amnesia for 10 years of have 
been in solitary confinement in some slammer. 

If you fall in one.of those categories, we'll tell you that 
Volvo 's seats were designed by orthopedic specialists and 
feature lumbar supports and are completely reclining, 

"Bese Price Of Ten Big Ones 

A1ay Give You Heorlburn . .. " 

As a lavish con cession to ~he driver, the backrest and 
cushion feature heating coi ls that automaticall y come on 
when temperature drops to about 57 degrees. 

This warms your back and the back of your lap. 
Volvo's dashboard has that BMW and Mercedes look , 

a lthough it doesn 't have enough gauges to suit us. It fea
tures a 130 mph speedometer, fuel'gauge and engine tem
perature guage. 

All the Volvos we've driven have had a tendency to 
"Iean" a little too much on curves due' to the soft suspen
sion . 

Not so with the new 264 GL. 
The front. suspension has been changed to a spring-strut 

type coil springs and telescopic shock absorbers in one uoit , 
just like BMW and Mercedes. 

And brother, it works. Combined with the huge sway
bars front and back , the 264 GL rea\ly straightens out 
curves with a minimum of body lean without sacrificing rid
mg comfort. 

The suspension is new a nd really great , but it has to 
lake a back sea( to the new engine. 

It's a V-6, fuel-injected with overhead camshafts and it · 
rcally gets the job done. 

Smooth as silk , this 162 cubic inch beauty puts out 125 
horsepower with a compression ratio of 8.2 to l. 

Il is so efficien't it doesn 't require a catalytic converter 
and uses regular gas (not unleadecl). 

The EPA estimate for fuel economy was 15 miles per 
gallon in town and 23 on the highway, 

Cont'd on next page 



Our test ear exceeded these figures. In town we got 17.4 
ll'jles per gallon and on the freeway at a steady 50 mph we 
got 24 .1 mpg . 

But for a ear with the featu res of others that cost $4 ,000 
to SS ,OOO more? 

EVERYTHING is standard on the 264 GL. Leather 
seats. electric rear window defroster , air conditioning, 
power windows, sun roof , tinted glass , steel-belted radials, 
power door locks,. and at least 50 other th ings too numerous 
to mention. 

And this was with the automatic transmission. Auto
matic or a four-speed stick with overdrive is standard 
equipment. 

Volvo was one of the first sedans to feature four-wheel, 
power-disc brakes as standard equipment and they' re just 
as good as ever: Our test ear did have one option, a nd it was something 

we've never seen before. Power steering (rack and pinion , what else?) is stand
ard also. and has one of the best feeli ngs of the road possi
ble, 'ot too easy ... not too tough. 

An AM-FM stereo radio, eight track stereo tape player, 
AND 23-channel citizens band radio .. . ALL IN ONE UNIT. 

Installed, it's priced at $450 . . By now you 've probably figured out that we we re pretty 
weil pleased with the 264 GL. right') The $450 inc!udes installation and the CB antenna . !t's 

worth a visit to Doc Gilberts just to see this unit. .. but 
while you 're there, take a look at the Volvo. 

And you 've proba bly figured out that you can't buy a 
ear this good for peanuts. The only thing that may give you 
heartburn about the Volvo 264 GL is its base · price of 
$9,895.00. 

The factory calls it " The ear for people who think ." 
We think they're right. 

But. wai t aminute. While you ' re "plop, plop, fizz, fizz
ing, " think about this . Ten big ones is a lot of loot to put out 
for a ear , no argument about that. 

Safety ear Bears Fruit in '76 

B, DANIEL BOOl\E 
Herald -E xaminer Automotive EdHor 

The n :sc, COIVD Experim ental Safety 
Car, was conceived as a prDject in 1972 and 
was designed as a rDlling labDratDry f Dr VDlvD 
engineers who were tDld tD find .out what 
makes a ea r "s afer " lIsin g tDda y's 
technolQgy. The VESC was nDt part . f the 
e.s. Department .of TranspDrtatiDn's Ex
perimenta l Safety 'Vehicle prDgram. 

There \Iere several characteristics in the 
VESC, hDwever, that paralleled ES\' de
mands, including the ability tD withstand a 50-
mph barrier crash \Ii th a gDDd prDtec:ti ve 
potential for the passengers. The American 
ESV prDgram has gDtten 
mixed reviews, but there is general agree
ment that it was unsuccessful. The coll ision 
requirements were simply tDD severe tD be 
cDmplied \~ith without a tremendDus incrcase 
in the weight of the ear. Howeve r, the CDnccn
trated effDrts made by many manufacturers 
Dn safety brought about seve'ral devclDp
ments . VOIVD has adapted many VESC re
search finrungs t.o its 1975 240 Se ries cars. 

cars f Dr a period of severaJ years. It learned 
that Dnly tWD per cent .of severe frontal 
collis iDns exceeded a speed .of about 31 mph. 

The research prDduced .other 240 Series 
benefits : 

Energy-dissipating front and rear struc
tures which, in cDmbinatiDn with a very rigid 
center bDd structure, adequately maintain 
passenger cDmpartment integrity at 50-mph 
barrier impact speeds while significantly re
ducing deceleratiDn IDads 0 1'1 the occupants; 

Bumpers that easily cDmply \Iith the 
federal 5-mph impact standards ; 

The fuel tank was moved away frDm the 
rear .of the ear in 1974 and will withstand a 30-
mph rear moving barrier crash withDut sig
nificant fuel spillage; 

In a frDntal cDllisiDn the engine and gear 
bDX are designed to be fDrced dDwn and under 
the ear tD prDvide greater crush- or energy
absorbing ability; 

Acc ident aVDidance, i.e . , maneu
verability, was a prerequisite .of the VESC, 
and lessons leamed there we re incDrporated 
intD the 'suspensiDn .of the 40; 

The cDmpany was able tD determine the 
optimum balance between crashwDrthiness 
and cDst-effectiveness. The ESV standard f Dr 
a bar rier crash was 50 mph. In Sweden, ,"Dlvo 
uwestigated every fatal accident involving its 

240 head restraints designed for bet~er 
visibility. 

Volvo Experimental Safety (ar, above, was 
used to develop features in the 1976 Volvo. 
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Volvo's Safety Car 
Spawned 240 Series 

20 

Volvo's Experimental Safety Car provided several features ofthe 240 series cars , most obvious is the front 
end treatment. 

The VESC (Volvo Experimental Safety 
Car) was conceived as a project in 1972 
and was designed as a rolling laboratory 
for Volvo engineers who were told to find 
out what makes a c&r safer using 
today' s technology. The VESC was not 
part of the DOT's ESV program. a 
program which produced some 
incredibly large and heavy vehicles and 
received mixed to bad reviews from the 
American press. 

The Volvo safety c&r provided many 
side benefits and sever&! features of the 
safety c&r were incorporated into current 
Volvo 240s. Some of the ideas transferred 
~ production Volvos were: energy 

dissipating front and re&r structures in 
combination with & v ery rigid center body 
structur e;'5mph safety bumpers; fuel tank 
relocation a way from the rear of the ear; 
front end designed to force the engine and 
transmission down under the car in case 
of a frontal poll1s ion; arrangement of 
interior and enerior lights, mirrors, and 
overall visibility; improved head 
restr&ints; the one-piece lap/shoulder 
oolts and an improved sieering wheel 
hub originally designed to hold an airbag 
although the airbag was never 
implemented. 

Extemally, the 240 series received a 
front end treatment very similar to the 
VESC'for addition&! front end protection. 

1976 Volvo 
Volvo's distinctive lines are enhanced by the 
lightly tinted glass. which is interrupted only 
by narrow pillars. Volvos are powered by 
fuel-injection engines . 

.... lt..,Phot. 



Club Proves It: Perfeet 
Car Hasn't Been Built 

BY HARRY ANDERSON 
Times StaH Writer 

Research done by the Automobile 
Club of Southern California has 
found that many cars now on the 
road-24 different 1975 modeis, both 
imports and domestics-fall far short 
of being "ideal" aulornobiles in terms 
of safety, efficiency, cornfort and 
utilitv. 

Even the ear which came out on 
top in the ACSC's "target ear" tests
the Volvo 164E sedan-averaged 
23% below the optimum levels 
which the club established for 11 key 
eharacteristics desired by ga!!Oline
short, safety-conscious and efficien
ey-minded ear buyers of the 1970s 
and beyond. 

The worst scores-recorded by the 
American Motors Hornet, Ford Tori
no and Chrysler Cordoba-were 50% 
below the "target ear" leve!. 

The club asked a random sample of 
5,800 members to list the desirable 
vehicJe qualities they wanted. Then 
engineers, over the past two years, 
determined the 11 most significant 
qualities and established a means to 
t est existing cars against the "per-

feet" vehicJe which would have them 
all-in the right proportions. 

A club spokesman said the purpose 
of the test is to influence govern
ment, the aula induslry a nd consu
mers toward automobiles which have 
the right balance to preserve inde
pendent personal mobility while re
sponding to critic!sm of present cars. 

Characteristics tested incJuded 
passing and acceleration, low interior 
noise, small exterior size, crash
worthiness, handling, luggage capaci
ty, ride quaJity, ease of entry and 
exit and maneuverability. Initial cost 
of the vehicJes wasn't a factor in the 
test, and as a result the expensjve, 
smaJler imports tended to come out 
ahead of the American intermediate 
and compact cars tested. 

The 10 highest rated cars were all 
fairly expensive imports. Behind the 
Volvo 164E were the Mercedes 300 
(diesel), Audi 100LS, Saab 99LE, VW 
Dasher, Toyota Corona n, Mercedes 
230, Audi Fox, BMW 530i and Dat
sun 610. 

The highest ranked American
made car was the Buick Century, rat
ing 38% below the optimum leve1 on 
average. Each of the cars had strong 
and weak points, the club noted, and 
none ranked perfect in all categories. 

The test was aJso limited to 24 
models, and hence isn't an aJl-encom
passing test of cars now on the road. 

* Fuel economy may be one big rea-
son people are buying smaJler cars, 
but ironicaJly many buyers are or
dering bigger engines for them to im
prove performance. 

That's the eoncJusion of a survey 
released by Ward's Automotive Re
ports, an industry journal. Ward's 
found in a study of 1975 new-car re
gistrations that a record 42% of U.s.
built new ear sales last year were 
compact-size or below. 

But the percentage sold with {our
cylinder engines tell to 74%, com
pared with 86% in 1974. On subcom
pact ears, sales of V.g engines ae
eounted for 16% of the total last 
year. The big engines weren't availa
ble in subcompaets In 1974. 

Ward's concluded that the trend 
abows, "an insatiable desire by the 
public for performance in virtually 
all U .S. cars regardless of size. H 

* 

Volvo: Durable, 
Strong and Safe 
The 1976 Vo1.vo 2iO Se

r ies cars . continue the 
Volvo emphasis on dura
bility, strength and safe
ty. 

The Z40 Series, in 
two-door and four-door 
sedans and a station 
wagon, has a new 2.l. 
litre, overhead cam, 
four-cylinder, 102 SAE 
net horsepower engine 
for 1976 that features a 
light alloy cylinder head 
of a cross-now design. 
The new B-2! engine 
features Volvo 's continu
OUS fuel injection (en 
system: electronic igni
tion iS standard. 

The 240 Series manual 
and automatle . transmis
sions for 1976 also con
tribute to performance 
and fuel economy. The 
four-speed manual trans
mission, with or without 
the optional overdrive, 

is new with the latest 
modeis. The electrically 
activated overdrive is 
like a fifth gear, en· 
gaged by the flick of a 
switch locat.ed in the 
gearshift lever. Engine 
speed is reduced by 20 
per cent us!ng the over
drive, substantially im
pro ving gas mileage in 
highway driving. 

An improved optional 
three-speed automatic 
transmission in the 1976 

240 Series p r o v i d e s 
smooth, quiCk operation 
which will kick oown 
into low at speeds as 
high as 4() m ph. 

FOr 1976 Volvo 's pow
er assisted <lIsc brake 
lines are made of cop
per alloy for improved 
corrosion resistance. 

Exceptiona:l visibility 
is provided by large 
areas of tinted glass ·and 
over-size. glare-reducing 
s ide view and rear view 

.mirrors. 

While most of the British auto in
dustry erumbles around it, Rolls
Royee has been enjoying the best 
years in its history. 

Rolls said its profits, when official
ly reported next April, may top 
1974's profit of almost $4.5 million. In 
line with record sales of most luxury 
cars last year, Rolls reported record 
produetion of 3,13-4 cars in 1975-in
cluding a record 860 sold In the Unit
ed States. 

A new RoUs costs between $30,000 
and $60,000, and one reason for its 
inereased business has been a flock 
of orders from oll-rieh Mideast 
sheiks, the company said. 

Rolls' boom is in marked contrast 
to most other British auto makers. 
Only Ford of Britain is expected to 
show a profit for 1975 when figures 
are announced. Others such as Bri
tish Leyland and Brit~h Chrysler are 
likely to post record 10§SeS. 

And the Ralls aclrlevement marks 
a eomplete tumaround from 1971, 
when the company was near collapse 
-largely because of !ts Involvement 
In building jet engInes for lAckheed 
Aircraft Corp. L-I011 jumbo jet1iners. 

* What shouJd you expect a mechan-
ie to do when you take a ear for a 
''tune-up?'' You can get a wide varie
ty of answers. 

The Ignition Manufacturers Insti
tute, representing the people who 
make many of the parts replaced 
during a tune·up, recommends that a 
tune-up consist of replacing the 
spark plugs, poinls, condenser, and 
positive erankcase ventilation (PCV) 
valve, setting the dwell and· timing, 
adjustlng the carburetor, replacing 
the air filter, and testing other parts 
and replacing those whieh are def~
t ive. 

Parts aueh as ignitlon wires and
the distributor cap and rotor ought to 
be good for two years or more, the 
institute advises. 

The eost of a tune-up as deecr\bed 
by the !MI may ron $50 for a medi
urn-sized ear, and more for the big 
modeis. But the institute said fue! 
savings mayamount to 10% or more 
a year if a reguiar schedule of maIn
tenance is followed. 
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u. S. to get two new models 

Volvo upgrades '76 lineup 
STOCKHOLM. - M e e t i n g building in France together with 

A m e r i c a n emission con tro: P eugeot and Renault. 
standards on the home market 
has been the main concern of 
Swedish automobile manufactur
ers for the 1976 model year, and 
that means few styling changes 
for the U. S. market. 

On ly' :Volvo is launching what 
might be called new models this 
fall. The 264 model replaces the 
164-E modelon the U. S. mar
ket, and there is an all-new 265 
station wagon, w h 'i c h is a 245 
with a six-cylinder engine. 

Volvo detail changes include 
more corrosion-resistant b r a k e 
fluid pipes, partly aluminized 
exh'aust s y s t e m s, redesigned 
brake cylinders for lower pedal 
forces and a new mechanical 
gearbox. 

Saab is introducing electrically 
heated rear windows land more 
luxurious luggage compartment 
trim on i15 sedan versions and 
wider wheel rims for all its fleet. 

In the small car field, compe
tition beiJween Volvo and Saab is 
sh'arpening on the S'candinavian 
market. 

Volvo is dropping the DAF 
name and m<aking the former 
DAF look like a genuine small 
au torna tic - transmission Vol v o. 
Saab is giving a special treat
ment to i15 25-yeoar-old V-4 mod
el. 

• Volvo now has ceased produc
tion of i15 164-E model and has 
replaced it with the 264. A 265 
station wagonj has been added, 
so there now!ue two versions of 
Volvo's prestige model. They are 
similar to the Volvo 244 and 245, 
but are equipped with the 2.7-
litre V-6 engine that Volvo is 

DAF becomes a Volvo 

Since introctucmg 'it one yea r 
ago. Volvo has used only fuel in
jection for iis 264 line. Now there 
will be a single carbureror ver
sion for the 265 and the 264 in 
the cheapest DL version, while 
the 264-GL continues with fuel 
injection. . 

In the U. S . it is expected that 
all the Volvo six- cylinder en
gines will have fuel inj ection to 
cope with the m o r e stringent 
emission conh'ol standards. 

Saab's new electrical rear win 
dow heater will be combined 
with the origin<al warm air duct 
system in the rear. 

The luggage compartment 01 
the 1976 Saab 99 Sedan has a 
richer trim in dark brown. Even 
the wheel arches are now trim
med, and the lid over the tool 
compartment at the r e a r ha, 
been dropped. The carpet now 
f o r m s a recessed part of the 
fl oor. . 

. On the home m a r k e t, both 
Saab and Volvo have to meet 
more stringent emission controI 
standards, roughly corresponding 
to U. S. 1973 rules. Both Swe
dish producers have been able 
to pass the test wi thou tIosing 
significant power or fuel econ-
omy. 

Volvo even c I a i m s to have 
boosted its B-21 overhead cam
shaft engine by three extra HP 
to a round 100 HP by introduc
ing a new camsh'aft. 

More overlap results in an in
ternal exhaust gas recirculation, 
while an externaI EGR device is 
needed at the older B-20-A en 
gine. 

The new small Volvo 66 is actua lly a DAF in Volvo d ressing . The 

small Volvo, equipped with automatic transmission, is intended for 

the Swed ish ho me market and for European export markets. Volvo 

upgraded the car in other ways, like giving it rubber-coated front 

and rea~ bumpers. 

Fuel economy for this engine 
is sligh tly lower in city driving, 
while the overhe<ad C'arnshaft en
gine is said to be about as eco
nomical as before. 

During 1975, thi" engine has 
given Volvo qUite a lot of fuel 
economy problems, so any loss 
here would have b e e n really 
serious. 

• T he fuel injection version of 
the V - 6 engine passes the emis
sion controI test with flying col
ors, and the single c<arburetor 
version has met the standards 
with small improvemen15, part
ly designed by Volvo. 

The p iston of the U. S. carbu
retor is carried by ball bearings, 
and a vacuum dpvice ensures 
lean fuel mixture when the en
gine operates at low load. 

Saab has had to install an eX
ternal EGR de vice for its auto-
matic transmission vers i o n s, 
while stan'dard shift m o d e I s 
manage to do the job with small 
corrections in timing and sligh tly 
more complicated carburetors. 
In general, 3 to 4 percent loss in 
fuel economy eats up most of the 
5 percent improvement on 1975 
models. 

Since Volvo took over an in
terest in DAF of Holland and 
especially since it became ma
jority owner of DAF's passenger 
car f a c t o r y last year, it has 
sought to integrate DAF's prod-
uct line. -

. DA.l" 60 has a Vol v o front 
and the typical rubber- covered 
Volvo front and rear bumpers. 

Inside, the main difference is 
a new sh ift layout, more adapt
ed to what is used on conven-

Volvo 265 wagon 

t i o n a I automatic transmission 
cars. 

Forward pos ition is now mark
ed "D" in a conver,tional RND 
scheme. 

• An electric device stops the 
centrifugal c1utch from engag
ing the transmission before 2,500 
RPM of the e n g i n e flywheel 
w h e n starting the engine or 
changing direction. During nor
mal st'art and stop driving the 
clutch cuts off or engages the 
transmission at around 1,200 rev
olutions. 

Saab met the sharpened Volvo 
competition in the small- ca r field 
by u p d a t i n g its 25- year- old 
mode I, the Saab 96 (95 in sta
tion wagon version). 

New are rubber- covered bump
ers of the same type as on the 
&aab 99. For both versions, the 
96 and the 95, Saab has man
aged to get two inches more leg 
room at the rear together with 
new rear seats. 

F ord of Germany, which has 
supplied the V - 4 engine since 
late in 1966, when Saab switch 
ed from two- stroke engines, is 
still working on the new ca r
bure:or needed to pass the 1976 
emission test. 

The problem, h o w e v e r, is 
merely a production problem. 
It is already clear that Saab 
will be able to cope with the 
new emission standards at a 
sacrifice of 3 HP. 

Volvo has introduced a 265 sta tion wagon with a V-6 engine . 

The V-6, which weighs about the same as t he four-cylinder engine, 

is also used in the Volvo 264 sedan , 



The all aluminum B-27 2. 7 litre V -6 engine, featuring c ontinuous flow fuel injection, 
electronic ignition, slip couple fan, hemispherical combustion chambers. 

Volvo Seeks Luxury Trade 
With Its New 260 Series 

By MICHAEL LEVY 
The new VoITO 160 series is a 

little like aHasselblad camer"a. 
Both are made in Sweden. both 
look almost stodgy in their no-

frilIs way, both offer perform
ance that is only slightIy better 
than cheaper tools and "'oth are 
very expensive. 

T h e reason both products 

conti nue to sell weil is because 
they are subtly better, their 
performance solid and reliable 
and thei r competi tive edge per
ceived only by people of truly 
sophist ica ted tas te" 

Volvos are abou t the size and 
have about the room of a small 
American com pact car. They 
offer about the same miIeage 
a n d essential ly t h e same 
engineering. 

T h e cheaper 240 series, 
powered by a 4-cylinder engine 
(enlarged a n d peppier this 
year) starts at about $6300 for 
the 2-door and peaks near $8000 
for the wagon. 

The 260 series, a 4-door and 
4·door wagon sells f o r just 
under $10,000. These come with 
air conditioning, your choice of 
automatic or 4-speed plus over
drive, a n d plenty of other 
touches including superb finish. 

The only problem is, uni ess 
your neighbors read this or are 
into Volvos, they won't realize 
that these cars are in the lux
ury c1ass. 

There is no question that 
Volvos, with either engine, are 

roomy, comfortable, reas ona
b I Y long-lived a n d r u s t 
resistant. 

There is no ques tion that the 
seats (fronts are adjustable 
fore and af t, up and down, for 
sea t back rake and for support 
for the small of your back) a re 
abou t the best ava ilabl e in a 
produc tion ca r. 

There is no ques tion tha t the 
cars are sensible and under
stated. And, with the new quest 
for luxury, there is no question 
that they are go ing to become 
dream cars, instead of the col
lege graduation presents they 
used to be. 
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Volvo 264 
• What's this? Is staid old Volvo, that par
agon of Scandinavian social responsibility, 
really about to compete with BMW and 
Mercedes in the big-buck/big-perform
ance sedan market? Weil, yes and no. 
Yes because the new 260-series sedan 
has been fitted with a fuel-injected version 
of the 2.7-liter engine that powers the 
Peugeot 604 and the Renault 3D; no be
cause Volvo will never tell you how weil 
the 264 reall y performs. The marketing 
types, you see, are delighted with the re
sponsible image of safety and durability 
that Volvo has created for itself over the 
years, and the last thing they need is per
formance-related hype. "The car for pao
ple who think," they suspect, may not be 
the car for someone who enjoys fast, re
sponsive, cross-country travel. 

Which is a shame because the 264 is a 
lot better car than Volvo will ever let on. 
The 125-hp, all-aluminum six has enough 

Importer. ;Volvo of America Corporation 
Rockleigh Industrial Park 
Rockleigh, N.J. 07647 

V.hicl. type: front-engine, rear·wheel-drive. 5 passen· 
ger sedan 

PrIc.: $9895.00 p.o.e. 

ENGINE 
Type: V·6 water-cooled, aluminum block and heads, 4 

main bearings 
Bore x stnoke ..... .... 3.46 x 2.88 in, 88.0 x 73.0mm 
Displacement . . . .. . . . . .... : . . . ... 163 cu in, 2664 cc 
Compression ratio .. . . . .. . . . . .. . . ..... . .. . 8 .2 to one 
Carburetion ...... ... ... Bosch K·Jetnonic fuel injeclion 
Valve gear . . . single overhead cam, 2 valves per cylinder 
Power (SAE net) . ... .... . . . .. . .. . 125 bhp~ 5500 rpm 
Torque (SAE net) .... . . . . . 150 Ibs-ft 2750 rpm 

DRIVE TRAIN 
Transmission . . . . .. . 
Final drive ratio .. 
Gear Ratio 
I 3.71 
l! 2.16 
II! 1.37 
IV 1.00 
V 0.80 

. .... . 4 ·speed, with overdrive 
. .. . .... .. . 3.73 toone 

Speed in gears 
29 mph (5500 rpm) 
49 mph (5500 rpm) 
77 mph (5500 rpm) 

105 mph (5500 rpm) 
111 mph (5500 rpm) 

punch to move the car through the four 
forward gears plus overdrive quickly and 
smoothly (a three-speed automatic trans
mission is available as a no-cost option). 

The 264's handling is sure-footed and 
stable. Under duress, however, the car 
tends to understeer with a vengeance
something that Volvo engineers protest is 
a built-in safety feature. But the big news 
is that the wounded-whale rolling motion 
that afflicted earlier Volvos is gone, and 
back-country roads can now be viewed as 
a delight rather than a chore. 

The one sour note in the 264's song is 
its price: just under $10,000. Despite stan
dard equipment like air conditioning, sun 
roof and a choice of leather or velour up
holstery (a radio and trick wheels are the 
on ly options), 10 grand may seem like a 
lot to pay for a car as, weil , un-exotic as a 
Volvo. But then the company wouldn't 
have it any other way. -David Abrahamson 

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES 
Wheelbase ......... . ....... . .. . . ... . . . . . .. 104.0 in 
Track. F/ R . . . .. . ..................... 55.9 / 53 .1 in 
Length . . . . .... .......... ... .. .. . . .. . . . . .. 192.6 in 
Width .. . . . . . .. . . . . . ........................ 67.1 in 
Height ...................• . .... . . .. .. .. . . . . 56.5 in 
Curb weight. .. . .... . .. . . . .... . .. . ........ . 3114 Ibs 
Weight distribution, F/ R ..... • . .. . . ... . . .. 55 .0 / 45.0 
Fuel capacity ............ . .. . .. .. . .. . . . . . .. 15.8 gal 
Oil capacity ...... . .. ... . .. . .... . .. .... . . . : .. 6.9 qts 
Water capacity •...... . .. .. . . .. • ••.. .. .. . . ... 11.5 qts 

SUSPENSION 
F: . .. .. ind. MacPherson strut. coil springs, anti·sway bar 
R: .... rigid axle, 4 trailing links, Panhard rcd coil springs 

STEERING 
Type . .. . . . . .. . ... . . . . rack and pinlon, power .ssisted 
Turns lock·to-Iock . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. ..... . . . . . . . 3.5 
Turning circle curb-tCH:urb ........ . ..... ... .. . 32.2 ft 

BRAKES 
F: .............. 10.4·in ventilated dlsc, power·assisted 
R: .................. 11.1·in solid disc, power·assisted 

WHEELS AND TIRES 
Wheel size .. . . ... . . .. . .. . .... ...... ... . 5.5J x 14 ·in 
Wheel type . . .. . .. .. . . .. . .• . .. .. stamped steel, 5·bolt 
Tire make and size . ................ . ..... . DR78·14 



New from Sweden 
New Volvo 4-cylinder has aluminum head_ 

VOLVO'S 240 & 
260 SERIES 

__ - __ The practical saf ety car becomes 
a sophisticated luxury car 

N EW FROM VOLVO for 1976 are the luxury 264 model and 
the 265 station wagon- which has the distinction of 
being the most expensive production station wagon in 

the world - and two new engines_ To introduce these cars and 
engines, a small group of journalists was invited by Volvo to 

visit Sweden where we had the opportunity to drive the cars 
under the conditions for which they were designed. 

Before describing these new cars and engines, it might be 
opportune tirst to review how Volvo's system of number desig
nation works so that we all know what we are talking about. 
Taking a 245 as an example, the 2 means that the car is one 
of the 240 series cars, which were introduced last year and 
supersedes the 140 series that have been sold since 1966. The 
4 means that it has four cylinders and the 5 means that it is 
a 5-door station wagon. The 260 series works in the same way 
except, of course, that the ears have six cylinders. 

Taking the two engines tirst , these are an aluminum V-6 
to replace the old iron inline-6 of the 160 series and an over
head-eam four to replaee the pushrod engine in the 240 cars. 

The V-6 engine , designated the B-27, was developed by 
Volvo, Peugeot and Renault for mutual use and we described 
it in our story on the Peugeot 604 last October. It has a single 
overhead eamshaft for each bank of cylinders with the eam
shafts driven by chains, and the characteristie roughness of the 
90-degree V-6, which is caused by irregular induetion strokes, 
is partially smoothed out by a difference in valve timing for 
each bank of cylinders. This aluminum engine is fuel injected 
using the Bosch K-Jetronic system, and the power output is 
125 bhp SAE net at 5500 rpm and 121 bhp at 5500 rpm for 
California cars. 

The new 4-eylinder engine is designated the B-21 and it 
replaces the earlier B-20. Reade rs may recall that the B-20 was 
a cast iron, pushrod engine of extremely sturdy eonstruction 
and that it had been getting a bit long in the tooth for several 
yea rs. The B-21 retains the rugge d bottom-end characteristics 
of its predecessor, but the cylinder head is nO-N aluminum and 
of the erossHow type, valve actuation is by a belt-driven over
head camshaft and Bosch eontinuous How fuel injection is used. 
Engine capacity has been increased from 1990 cc to 2127 cc 
and the power output has gone from 94 bhp at 6000 rpm to 
102 bhp at 5200 rpm (99 bhp a t 5200 rpm for California). But 
more important, the torque tigure is now 114 lb-ft at 2500 rpm 
eompared to the previous 105 lb-ft at 3500 rpm . 

Improving the low-speed torque was a major objective in 
the design of this engine, and it is most noticeable when one 
drives the ear. We tested a 242 with the old engine last July 
and fouild it to be woefully underpowered , but l am pleased 
to say that this fault has now been corrected , although l wasn't 
able to obtain any performance tigures while l was in Sweden. 

As far as transmissions are eoncerned, the 242 and 244 come 
with an automatic or a 4-speed manual with an optional over
drive. In the case of the 245, 264 and 265 mode Is the same 
two transmissions a re offered for the three cars_ but 

BY TONY HOGG 
Editor 

the overdrive is standard with the 4-speed transmission. 
Volvo has been in the U .S. market for 20 years, and the 

eompany's image has changed considerably since the early days 
when the cars were sold on th~ slogan "drive it like you hate 
il." Unfortunately, so has the price . Today the Volvo range 
encompasses II mode Is ranging from the 242 at $6295 through 
the 265 at $9495_ On the other hand , the cars are mueh more~ 
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luxurious and when one gets to the top of the line, such items 
as power steering, air conditioning, tinted glass and power front 
windows are standard. "Going up market," as it is called in 
today's terminology, seems to be the only way for smaller 
manufacturers to survive under today's economic conditions. 
Volvo seems to be surviving weil but, in order to get back 
to mass mark!,!t prices, Volvo recently acquired the Dutch Daf 
company; which makes the rninicar with the rubber-band trans
mission. Actually, it is a very elever little car: and the only 
ear I have found that you could drive around Silverstone with
out ever lifting your foot at all, although "you could come elose 
to door-handling it in one or two places. 

There is a very good chance that a Volvo/Daf version of 
this car will be offered in the U.S. in about a year, and mean
while it provides Volvo with an opportunity for coming into 
the bottom of the Scandinavian and European markets with a 
really low-price car. Actually, there is more to the Daf acqlJ.isi
tion than that because, according to Volvo Vice President Ake 
Nilsson, Daf is currently producing about 60,000 cars a year 
and has a capacity for 200,000. It is also in the heavy truck 
business and so is Volvo, and Volvo acquired about 200 experi
enced automobile and truck engineers in the deal. 

As far as the current mode Is are concerned, we we re able 
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to drive them at Volvo's proving grounds a nd also on a 200-mile 
trip over everything from dirt roads to freeways. Flogging the 
hell out of what amounts to a $10,000 station wagon down 
a dirt road in the rain seemed to be somewhat sacrilegious, 
but that's what they wanted us to do, and so that's what we 
did. 

Basically one C2n say that the cars have a heavy and safe 
feel to them . They are most luxurio us and comfortable and 
give a sense of security that results partly from a high sea ting 
position. The styling results from Volvo's experiments with 
safety vehieles and might be described as "Swedish solid." 

On the road the cars are a great improvement over the 140 
and 160 series mainly because of the use of MacPherson-strut 
front suspension and rack-and-pin io n steering along with 
sundry detail modifications. The hand ling is strictly neutral 
although understeer predominates when one starts to reach the 
limit. I was able to drive a 244 with conventionai steering and 

a 264 with power steering on a twisting section of the test track 
wetted down by sprinklers (why the sprinklers I don' t know 
beeause it poured with rain practically the whole time we were 
in Sweden). The adhesion was excellent and the handling 
neutral, but the 244 was definitely faster and gav e agreater 
feeling of security than the 264. 

On our 200-rnile drive across southern Sweden, the reason 
why Volvos are designed and built as they are became apparent. 
Sweden is a vast country but very thinly populated, and the 
winters are long and severe. As a resul t, it is virtually impossible 
to maintain very high standards of road surface on anything 
more than the main highways, so that extreme ly rugged con
struction is essentiai for longevity. For these reasons, a Volvo 
would be an excellent choice for those people who live in more 
remote parts of the country with elimatic conditions similar 
to those in Sweden. 

Volvo has come a long way in the last 20 years and the 
240 and 260 series cars are in finitely more sophisticated than 
they were even five years ago. However, sophistication has its '-
price and in the case of these new Volvos the price is somewhere 
between $6500 and $10,000. If this is too much for you, perhaps 
you should wait until a Daf comes along with a Volvo badge 
on it. a 



VOLVO 264 GL: 

The Price of Success 
With its sights firmly fixed 

on the luxury-car market, Volvo steps into the 
arena with the heavyweights. 

BY PATRICK BEDARD 

• Here's a flash : Volvo has a new V-6 model called the 264, 
and the company is sending it out into the marketplace tel ling 
people that it will compete with BMWs and Cadillacs. Are you 
read y for that? 

Volvo , you w ill remember , sold its t irst car on the se 
shores-a kind of 8/ 10-scale repl ica of a '47 Ford-a mere 
21 years ago. It was not what you'd call a class piece, that 
car, and the company would probably have been driven back 
into the sea were it not for the reputation for durability that 
came to surround the PV444. The pavement would we ar out 
sooner, people said . More recently, Volvos have attracted 
quite a following among the seat freaks. They reckon that 
APRIL 1976 

Volvo buckets are the next best thing to Stratoloungers. But 
while these are two very nice things to have people saying 
about one's cars. they don't exactly add up to an escape
proof ambush for Cadillac. 

More likely, what Volvo means is that the 264 costs as 
much as a Cadillac. Wh ich it most certain ly does. A nice, 
round $10,409.25 would put you into our test car. But that is 
not the same as competing with Cadillac. In fact, we're going 
to stick our editorial necks out and say that people who aspire 
to Cadillacs will have little enthusiasm for the Volvo, and vice 
versa. Because Cadillacs-with the exception of the Seville
are still sold to those who measure prestige in acres of 
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The difference between Volvo 

and all the other luxury cars is that 
Volvo puts function first. 
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sheetmetal. When they spend big money, they want a big car. 
And it had better roll down the road with the ride motions of 
the QE /I and the silence of a cathedralon Thursday atter
noon. If they really had their druthers, the damn thing would 
drive itself; spare them the bother. 

For people like this, the Volvo is hopeless. Any way you 
look at it, it's a compact car-a tall, skinny, Swedish Dodge 
Dart with headroom for basketball players. From the wind
shield att, the 264 resembles every other Volvo of the last 10 
years, and the all-new front looks a little like an electric razor 
with headlights; a car like this will never knock the m dead at 
the country club. If you buy it, you are obviously buying it for 
yourself, because nobody e/se is going to ooh and aah over it. 

But the difference between the Volvo and all of the other 
cars in the world that nobody oohs and aahs over is that 
Volvo puts function ahead of everything else. The 264GL is 
totally without pretense. It is a motorcar, not some piece of 
exotic mobile sculpture, and everything about it has been de
signed for hauling people rather than dazzling them. While 
that may not offer much competition for Cadillac, it's a rare 
and insightful way to build a car, particularly if you're trying to 
avoid competition. And Volvo has the high-priced-functionality 
corner of the market pretty mu ch to itself. 

The pleasure of a Volvo's utility begins with its upright body. 
No contortions are necessary to enter it, front or back. The 
doors are tall , the seats are chair height; you just walk in and 
sit down. It's as natural as bellying up to the dining-room ta
ble. The seats are also high enough to hold you in a position 
that is more comfortable than what you'lI get in almost any 
other contemporary car. And the room is just where you need 
it. The car is actually quite narrow-only 67.2 inches wide 
compared to 74 for a Granada-butthere is space for three 
abreast in back with plenty of clearance around the heads 
and knees. The front has seats for two passengers, and they 
have an exceptional view. The height of the seats allows you 
to look down on almost any other car built atter 1956, and 
there's enough glass that anything small enough to fit in the 
Volvo's blind spot is hardly worth seeing. 

Once you grow accustomed to the Volvo's interior dimen
sions, you begin to notice the intensely functional nature of 
every piece of equipment that confronts you. A close look at 
the instrument panel tells you the whole story about this car. 
It's black-matte-finish non-glare black-from one side to the 
other and all the way down to the tunnel-top console. Even 
the steering wheel is a dull, light-absorbing black, and none of 
the instruments are blocked by its rim. There is no 'wood or 
bright metal moldings for decoration and no die-cast script on 
the glove box door spelling out Premier or Special Edition or 
whatever the marketing men thought would ease your con
science atter spending so mu ch money on a car. You are, 
how eve r, provided with a tachometer at the center of your 
gaze. All of the switches and small controls are easily 
reached on the aircraft-style console, and four high-Ievel 
vents are on duty to supply you with air in whatever quantity 



and direction you choose. What you get in this car is all busi
ness, not baloney. 

That the me is evident in the front seats. No tuck-and-rolled 
lizard skin with mohair frieze accents in this car. The 264GL 
offers two choices of seat coverings: leather and velour. It's 
what's under the covering that counts. The padding is firm for 
good support on long hauls, yet the cushions are not deeply 
contoured. These are comfortable but not confining seats. 
Naturally, you get the benefit of Volvo's adjustable lumbar 
support. Additionally, the driver's side has an electric heating 
element in the cushions and a lever-controlled height adjust
ment in the supporting frame. Almost any personal seating 
preference has been anticipated in the Volvo. 

If you are the sort of driver who prefers to shift your own 
gears, Volvo offers options in that department, too. A four
speed manual transmission is standard equipment, overdrive 

and automatic are options. The test car had the overdrive-in 
effect a fifth gear available at the flip of a switch on top of the 
shift knob. It's a nice device, mu ch more convenient than a 
straight five-speed gearbox and .especially appropriate to a 
manual-transmission car priced above $10,000; after all, driv
ers with that kind of money might like to avoid a shift once in a 
while. With the overdrive, you don't have to work the clutch or 
move the shift lever to slip into the cruising ratio. In fact, you 
don 't even have to lift off the gas. Just flip the switch and 
you 've reduced engine revs by 20 percent. And should you 
need a little extra punch for passing, just flip it the other way 
and you're back in fourth gear. 

Regardless of which transmission you choose with the 264, 
you get a 90-degree V-6 engine of 2.7 liters. This engine is the 
result of a joint effort between Renault, Peugeot and Volvo, 
and although each of the companies uses it in its top-of-the-
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If you like to shift your 

own gears, Volvo is the only high-dollar 
sedan with the right options. 
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line model, Volvo is the first to import it into the U.S. The 
design seems to be bot h original and brave. From the rocker 
covers down to the bottom of the block, the engine is cast in 
aluminum. Wet liners are used in the cylinders. Each bank has 
a chain-driven overhead camshaft, which operates the angled 
valves through rocker-arm followers. Nestled in the valley be
tween the banks is the metering apparatus for the Bosch K
Jetronic fuel-i;,jection system. Judging from the quantity of 
aluminum used, one would expect this powerplant to be quite 
light. Volvo quotes 330 pounds including fuel injection and 
electrical equipment-29 pounds lighter than the 2.1-liter 
four-cylinder (which has been given an aluminum head for the 
1976 model year) used in the 240 series. 

Even knowing all of this, one tends to take a dim view of 
90-degree V-6s becaus~ of the unequai firing interval. In reaIi
ty, these engines are V-8s (either they once were or the de
signers hope they someday will be) with two cylinders miss
ing, and even though the arrangement of the crank throws 
has been changed to bring the balance back into line, it's 
impossible to completely . compensate for the absent cylin
ders. The time between firings is longer for some cylinders 
than others. You can feel it, particularly at low speeds and 
58 

when you engage the clutch to move away from rest, there is 
a sort of chattering vibration. Fortunately, tuning of the drive
line and engine mounts pretty weil masks it in the Volvo. 
Chances are that if you didn't know enough to look for the 
unsteadiness, you'd never notice it. 

Even though the V-6 is about 300cc small er than the in-line 
six of the old 164 sedan, performance of the two cars is near
ly the same and generally comparable to VolaretGranada
type Detroit compacts with small V-8s. (It must be under
stood, however, that we are comparing a manual-transmis
sion Volvo to a domestic automatic; an automatic Volvo would 
be somewhat slower.) 

In the braking test, the Volvo's performance was a disap
pointment. The rear wheels locked up early, weil before the 
fronts would generate their full retardation. As a result, stop
ping from 70 mph required 209 feet (0.78 G). Going over the 
results of past Volvo tests, it becomes apparent that rear
wheellock-up has been a traditional problem. It could be fixed 
by using a different adjustment on the proportioning valves 
(VOlvos have two)-a step so easily accompl ished that the 
factory apparently has reasons for doing otherwise. Very like
ly, the valves have been biased for either heavy loads or slip
pery roads or perhaps some combination of both. That's fine 
as far as it goes, but when you're driving to work all by your
self some sunny day and sudden ly the freeway ahead glows 
red with hundreds of brakelights, it's not much consolation. 

There are a number of cars on the market that stop no 
better than our test car, but it seems a shame when Volvo ',,----, 
uses such an elaborate and thoughtful braking system. All 
four corners have discs, and the hydraulic lines and calipers 
are arranged in such away that no matter which of the dual 

(Text continued on page 95, specifications over/eaf) 
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VOLVO 264GL 

Importer. Volvo of America Corporation 
Rockleigh, New Jersey 07647 

Vehicle typa: front-engine , rear-wheel -drive , S-passenger 4· 
door sedan 

Prjce 8B tested: $10,409.25 
(Manufacturer's suggested retail price, including all options listed 
below, dealer preparation and delivery charges, does not include 
state and local taxes, license or freight charges) 

Options on teBt car: base Volvo 264 , $9895 .00; GT road 
whee ls , $239 .80 ; AM / F M stereo radio /cassette player , 
$262.50; center console tray , $11.95 

ENGINE 
Type: V-6 , water-cooled , east aluminum block and heads, 

4 mai" bearings 
Bore x strake . 
Displacement . 
Compression ratio . 

. .. 3.46 x 2.87 in, 88.0 x 73.0 mm 
............... 162.3 cu in, 2660 cc 

. .................. 8 .2 to one 
Carburetion ... Bosch K-Jetronic tuel injection 
Valve gear .............. • •....... chain·driven overhead cam 
Power (SAE net) . 12 5bhp @ 5500 rpm 
Torque (SAE net) .... 150 Ibs-ft @ 2750 rpm 
Max. recommended engine speed . . ........ 6000 rpm 

DRIVETRAlN 
Transmission . 
Final drive ratio . 
Gear Ratio 
I 3.71 

Mphll 000 rpm 
5.4 

.... 4·speed, with overdrive 
. ... 3.73 toone 
Max. test speed 

32 mph (6000 rpm) 
56 mph (6000 rpm) 
88 mph (6000 rpm) 

II 2 .16 
11\ 1.37 
IV 1.00 
O/ D 0 .80 

9.3 
14.6 
20.1 
25 .1 

103mph(5100rpm) 
103 mph (4100 rpm) 

DIMENSIONS AND CAPACITIES 
Wheelbase ........................ 103.9 in 
Track, F/ R .... 55.9/ 53 .2 in 
Length . . .. ... . . .. . . . ..... . ...... 192.9 in 
Width . . ...... ... , .... . ......... 67 .2 in 
Height . ............ .. ..... . .. .... . . . ... . .. . .. 56.5 in 
Ground clearance . . .. 7. 1 in 
Curb weight. .... 3248 Ibs 
Weight distribution, F/ R. . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . 55 .9 / 44 .1 % 
Fuel capacity .... . ... . ... . .. 15.8 gal 
Oil capacity . . .. • _ .. .. . ,.. . .6 .9 qts 
Water capacity . . . . . . .. • .. . . . .. . • .. . 11. 5 qts 

SUSPENSION 
F ... ind, MacPherson strut, coil springs, anti·sway bar 
R: .. rigid axle, 4-trailing links, Panhard rod, coil springs, 

anti·sway bar 

Steering 
Type ............... . . rack and pinion, power assisted 

. ..... 3 .5 Turns lock-to-Iock . 
Turning circle curb-tcrcurb ................ . .... 32 .0ft 

BRAKES 
F 
R: 

WHEELS AND TIRES 
Wheel size 
Wheeltype 
Tire make and size 
Tire type 

PERFORMANCE 

. . 10.4-in vented disc, power assisted 
........ ll . l·in solid disc, power assisted 

... 5.5xI4-in 
.cast aluminum alloy, 5-bolt 

............. MichelirtX, 185R-14 
...... steel-belted radial ply, tubeless 

Zero to Seconds 
30 mph . . ..... 3 .5 
40 mph . . .. . .. ... ... ,. . . . ........ 5.2 
50mph ...... , ..... . .. . .. . .. . .... 7.3 
60 mph . . . 10.2 
70 mph . . ...... 14.3 
80 mph. . . ....... 22 .2 
90mph ...........• • _.. .. . .. . ...... . 40.1 

Standing 'I.-mile . . . . . . . . .. . • •. . . 17.9 see @ 75.3 mph 
Top speed (observed) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 103 mph 
70-0 mph ............... 209 ft (0.78 G) 
Fuel economy, C/ O mileage cycle . 17.0 mpg, urban driving 

22 .0 mpg, hii:hway driving 
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VOLVO 264 GL 

(Continued from page 58) 

circuits fails, the car still has operative 
brakes on two front wheels and one rear 
wheel. A system as good as this de
serves the final tuning it requires to live 
up to its potential. 

Despite the disappointing brakes, the 
264 is still the best Volvo ever. It's not 
really a new mode I but rather a refitted 
old one, shored up where past mode Is 
needed help . Right now, you have a 
choice of a four-door or the 265 station 
wagon. A 262 two-door sedan will be 
available in late spring. Those who have 
followed this marque will remember that 
the 164 luxury sedan was made from the 
144 sedan by stretching the car's front 
sheetmetal and whee lbase to make 
room for an in-line six-cylinder engine in 
place of the old four. But with the new 
V-6, the extra length wasn't necessary, 
so now both the four- and six-cylinder 
200-series Volvo sedans have the same 
externai dimensions. Since the mai n 
body section was common to both four
and six-cylinder cars, they've always had 
the same interior dimensions, which are 
continued in the 264. 

The new modeis, first the 240 series 
and now the 264, have a revised sus~ 
pension, the most conspicuous change 
being a MacPherson-strut arrangement 
in front to rep lace the old control-arm 
type. And although it's not intrinsic in 
MacPherson struts, the new cars handle 
much better. The 264 walks the middle 
ground between the agile and enticing 
road behavior of a BMW that makes you 
want to flog it and the mind less straight
line cruising capabil ity of a Cadillac that 
encourages you to sit back and listen to 
the radio. The 264 is definitely a driver's 
car-but more businesslike than sport
ing. It seems weil suited to any type of 
road, but it is particularly impressive on 
rough surfaces, where its shock absor
ber damping does an excellent job of 
keeping ride motions within reasonable 
limits. And the increased roll stiffness re
duces the ponderous, tippy feeling in 
turns that characterized past modeis. 

If you prefer Volvos over any other 
leading brand , all of this should be 
enough. But the 264's appeal is broader. 
There are very few rugged and roomy 
sedans on the market that encourage 
participation on the part of the driver. 
And fewer still that value function over 
fashion. Even though Volvo is asking 
you to pay a high price for motoring's 
fundamental verities, it's good to know 
they are available if you want them. • 

APRIL 1976 

Volvo 
CONSUME R GUIDE 

May 1976 

240 Series 
260 Series 

W HILE SOME imported car companies cannot 
seem to do anything right, Volvo apparently 

cannot do anything wrong in the American market. 
With prices going higher and higher, Volvo in
creased its United States sales from 52,000 in 1974 
to 59,500 in 1975. The American consumer believes 
firmly in Volvo quaiity and its safety features, and 
does not mind paying fo r it. Volvo dealers, some 
500 strong , have experience in selling this type of 
car, a~d are equipped to give service. Volvo backs 
its product'with a warranty period of 12 months and 
uniimited mileage. 

Volvo has newengines for 1976, and they are 
units of uncommonly high efficiency, giving a com
mendable combination of fuel economy and per
formance. Before looking at the EPA test data, it is 
necessary to define the various Volvo modeis. The 
P-1800 sports models have been discontinued. The 
164 with its 6-cylinder in-line engine is out of pro
duction. Now, there is the 240 series, with a 2-dodr 
sedan , 4-door sedan , and station wagon, powered 
by the new B-21 4-cylinder engine. There is also the 
260 series, powered by a '1'-6 engine, available as 
4-door sedan or station wagon. 

Now to explain the Volvo designations: 242 
means a 4-cylinder 2-door sedan, 244 its 4-door 
companion, and 245 the wagon. The last digit re
fers to the number of doors, the middle digit 
refers to the number of cylinders, and the first digit 
is' the generation number. Volvo is now in its seC
ond generation since th is numbering system start
ed. The 264 the n becomes a second-generation car 
with a 6-cylinder engine and four doors. The 265 is 
its station wagon partner. All models are available 
with manual or automatic transmission. Volvo 
makes its own gearboxes, but buys the automatics 
from Borg-Warner, in England. 

How do the Volvos do in EPA tests? The 240 
series cars do ' all right. In the urban driving cycle, 
the EPA reported 17 miles per gallon with the 
manual transmission and 18 mpg with an automatic 
drive. In simulated highway driving, 27 mpg with 
the manual and 24 mpg with the automatic was 
recorded. The 260 series was not far behind. Both 
versions got 15 mpg in the urban driving cycle , and 
the 4-speed stickshift car equaled the 242's high
way performance at 27 ,I11P9. Mileage in the high
way cycle for the automatic-drive 264 fell to 23 
mpg. 

How does Volvo do it? Weil, the B-21 .engine is a 
very modern development, with a cross-flow light 
alloy cylinder head and an overhead camshaft It is 
a milestone in Volvo 's engine history, because ear-



lier engines have always relied on side camshafts, 
switching from side vaives to overhead valves in 
1945. All earlier units have had cast iron cylinder 
heads and blocks. The camshaft is belt-driven , 
electronic ignition is standard , and Bosch K-J e
tronic continuous fuel injection is used. The 264 
and 265 models are powered by an 311-aluminum V6 
engine built in France in a cooperative setup with 
Renault and Peugeot. It is laid out in a 90-degree 
V-angle and has a single overhead camshaft per 
bank. This B-27 engine also has fuel injection and 
electronic ignition . 

Let's look a little more closely at Volvo 's claim to 
safety. In terms of active safety , the cars have 
superb brakes: power-assisted 4-wheel discs, with 
copper-alloy brake lines for long life. The hydrau
lics are split in a triangular pattern for the dual 
circuits , so in case of hydraulic failure , the • 
car retains 80 percent of full braking 
(U .S. safety standard requires 50 percent) . 

Volvo 

T HE VOLVO line of cars is what might be called 
CONSUMER GUIDE Magazine 's " safe" choice. 

It is a well-established car in the United States, that 
has a deserved reputation for durability, depend
ability and quaiity. Best features of this car are its 
roominess-both for passengers and baggage-its 
simplicity of design , high quaiity of assembly and 
dependability. Among Vblvo 's drawback~ are its 
uncompromising ride , and relatively poor handling . 
If buyers want dependable transportation , however, 
then Volvo is a good choice among imports. 

Volvo 's strong , well-Iocated dealer network has 
the capability to service all the cars Volvo has on 
the road in America. Parts and service are not a big 
problem. The car is built to withstand ruggep Scan
dinavian winters, so easy starting in cold weather 
and dependable operation 'in inclement weather 
are two of its lesser recognized features. While the 
'ride 'is not pleasant- it has been compared to rid
ing in a strongbox-passenger accommodations 
are excellent. The Volvo also features chair-height 
seats and a higher roofline which provides better 
head room . . Visibility is much better than what 

, buyers could find on comparable American cars. 

VOL VO 244 SEDAN 

Volvo offers sedans and a station wagon with a 
4-cylinder engine, and a 4-door and station wagon 
powered by a 6-cylinder engine. Fuel economy of 
all cars is good , Actually, it is outstanding when 
compared with the economy offered by American 
intermediates and compacts, 

The 240 line that uses a 4-cylinder engine aver
ages 27 miles per gallon in highway driving , ac
cording to EPA estimates, and 17 mpg in city driv
ing. CONSUMER GUIDE Magazine's test shows 
that owners can easily top 23 mpg in average driv
ing , which includes both city and highway condi
tions. With the automatic transmission , which 
CONSUMER GUIDE Magazine recommends, high
way economy drops to 23 mpg , but city economy is 
increased to 18 mpg " stil l head and shoulders 
above the domestic counterparts. 

The new V6 engine that is offered in the 260 
series is marginally good in fuel economy. Still , in 
both the sedan and wagon , buyers can expect to 
get 20 mpg or better in average driving cond itions. 

Volvo is the biggest volume import in the inter
mediate market, a well-established f irm that treats 
the American car market as a valuable sales outlet. 
In 1975, 60,000 Volvos were sold in the Un ited 
State s, a very strong showing for a car of th is type, 
Volvo believes that its success will cont inue and 
looks to se1170,000 units in 1976, 

Both of Volvo 's lines, the 240 and the 260 have 
been completely redesigned in' the past twc years, 
Both borrow heavily from the design of the Volvo 
Experimental Safety Car, as is evident ;;om the 
appearance of the spec ially designed grille and 
front-end structu re. 

The new 264GL 4-door sedan is the most luxu
rious Volvo ever produced , and presents an ex
cellent buy for those shoppers who want luxury and 
are still concerned about fuel economy, The 264 
has such special features as 4-wheel disc brakes 
and an electrically heated seat for the driver. 

Volv,? makes a big pitch about the longevity of its 
products. In one survey it was claimed that the 
average Volvo in use in Swedan was 10 years old . 
This is no accident. Volvo takes great pains to see 
that its products are built to last. Current models 
are specially treated to resist body corrosion . Inner 
fenders and shock-strut towers, splash pan, cowl 
and other highly exposed parts are galvanized to 
resist rust. Two separate undercoats are applied , In 
addition, all- electro-dip primer and spray primer 
are applied. Combine these prevention steps with 
the protective-cage safety design of the body, and 
you have a rugged , long-lasting car that is weil 
suited to buyers who are looking for lOng ' term 
ownership. 

What makes Volvo a better buy than the com
petition? Its repLitati~n for building a solid , de
pendable, long-lasting car counts most. That plus 
the fact th<3:t Volvo has the most extens~ve dealer 
network where service is easier to come by. The 
fLlel economy of the sedan models also makes 
Votvo a standout. 
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Volvo 242 
You think Vo~vos are about as exciting as refrigerators? Think again. 



ROAD If a Cadillac Eldorado is a rolling credit card , 
then a Volvo - any Volvo- is a rolling credil 
reference . Traditi o nall y conservative in design 
a nd appea rance. the cars Volvo has built si nce 
th e '20s have been better a nd better in iha t 
rega rd ... and if, in the course of the las t flve TEST or six yea rs, they have lost much of the ir appea l 

'---_ _ -'--_ -' to "enthusias ts" as a result of a ge nuin e interes t 
in safe ty, then the results of th a t interest have been worth th e 
loss : the Vo lvo is one of th e safest cars arou nd. 

But now, onto this tableau of enthusiasts a t one end and 
bankers a t the o ther comes th e ear to shake up the whole sce ne : 
the 1976 242 SRO. Powered by the new sohc 2. I-liter inline 
four, rhe SRO (for Sun Roof Overdrive) is th e wild card in 
Volvo's deck, one th at sho uld bring those disaffected "enthusi
as ts" back into Volvo 's ga me . Why? Beca use, despite its 3000-lb. 
weight, despite its safety-ori ented body and styling a nd d espi te 
its conserva tive image, the Volvo 242 SRO is a he ll of a fun 
ear to drive, right up there with the BMWs and Fiat X 1/ 9s. 
In fact , it may be 1976's bes t bet for Sleeper of the Year. 

Now, you may be o ne of those who think of the Volvo as 
about as exciting as a four-speed Norge , but suspe nd yo ur 
disbelief a moment a nd have a look arthe spec page. What 
do yo u see? WeIl , first of a ll , a n acce lera tion curve on the 
modest side of ave rage : 0-60 in 12. 1 seco nds is hardly neck
snapping. But keep looking: the 242 stopped (on Fi restone Steel 
Rad ials) from 60 mph in 141 feet , managed 21.5 m pg on o ur 
driving cycle, jiggled the meter to a low 73 dBA at 70 mph 
in our noise test , and whistled aro und the 200' skidpad at an 
ave rage 0.73g. ow, crank this into your co m puter: Except for 
a change of tires, the 242 show ed up on our test strip exactly 
as it had finished our grueling 4200-mile coast-to-coast mid 
winter drive (see page 52). Begin to ge t the pieture? 

What the numbers can ' t tell you is how the ear felt af ter 
a ll its thrashing, and tha t's too bad , beca use if they cou ld there'd 
be no need for us to use adjecti ves like solid and unjlappable 
and the like. At the end of o ur mont h-Iong session wi th th e 
242 it ra n, cornered , sto pped and felt just as we Il as it had 
the day we stepped into it ... an d there is a reason for all 
th a t, a reason not based o n some mysterious force. It 's called 
engineering. 

Volvo- along with a few other companies, like BMW, Mer
cedes and Saab- is a manufacturer of high-do llar, quaiity work. 
When you look at a Volvo price tag, you' lI see a lo t of big 
numbers; o ur 242 SRO was nearly $7500. And if you think 
in conventionai terms abo ut the numbers ("Wha t? 7500 bucks 
for a ear with a live axle , four-cylinder engine, two doors and 
not even air conditioning?") you'lI be mi ssing the point of a 
Volvo. All those big numbers m ay not buy you opera windows 
and Interior Decor Groups, but they will buy yo u proven 
engineering and a ear th a t will las t a good deal lo nger than 
most. It's someth ing you can feel in the ear; in the way every
thing fits, in the way the doors shut , in the si mplicity of the 
controis and accessi bility of everything yo u' lI need to get a t. 
You dri ve a Volvo like the 242 SRO and a t the end of your 
trip you get out wondering why G M or Ford or Chrysler isn't 
building it. It seems to be the right size, has the right powe r 
and can sea t five peo ple with no difficulty. 

But back to Sleeper of the Year. Sure, it's solid, big enough 
for five and all the rest, but why sho uld a ll those BMW 2002 
drivers swea t when they see a 242 SRO in their mirrors on 
th a t back road? 

That's where the mystery co mes in . Thi s la test four-cylinder 
e ng in e and s li ck fou r-speed-plus-overdrive transmissio n 
shouldn 't be all tha t much better th an the old ones, but they 
a re. And th e old Volvo trait of leaning waaay over in a corner 
(rem ember how we used to call 142s Door Ha ndle Scrapers?) 
is virtually gone in the 242 SRO ; crank into a ben d and
surprisel - the ea r just hunkers down and ha uls thro ugh. No 
more scraped doo r hand les. The new engine revs freely (a l
though it runs short o f breath a t a bo ut 6500 rpm) and th e ratios 
in the new gearbox give yo u enough drive in each gea r to keep 
the whole thing hustling a long in spi te of its fairly low powe r
to-weight ra tio. And when yo u need to stop, the four discs 
ha ul you down quick: 141 feet from 60 mph (with no sideways 
stuff, ei ther) is shorr, sports fans . 

Our 242 SRO did not have any power accessories, and we 
think it's better that way. Certainly th e positive feel of the 
steeri ng con tributed great ly to making the Blue Strea k quick 
through the winding bits. And while an automatic tra nsmission 
(a lso new) is avai lab le, the four-speed seemed to suit the power 
cha racte ristics of the B-21 engine so weIl that using it lOok 
hardly more effort th an an automa tic, especially considering 
the smoo th , light action of the clutch. And if yo u get really 
slick , yo u can use the minimum-lag electri c overdrive (operated 
by a sliding sw itch on the gea rshift knob) as a real fifth gea r, 
dropping in and out for good accelera tio n on mountain roads. 
Using it drops the engine speed about 600 rpm at 55, just about 
what you'd like in a close-ratio five-speed box, and since the 
sma ll delayas it engages and dise ngages is fairly constan t, you 
ca n use it with confidence as another gear rather than just a 
crui si ng aid. 

Ca reful suspension tuning has contribu ted grea tly to th e much 
better corneri ng abi lity of the 242. Last year's ear (on Michelin 
X tires) managed a slow 0.64g o n th e skidpad, accompa nied 
by much body ro ll a nd understeer. This yea r's ·rewo rked sus
pension produced m uch less body roll a nd understee r, and the 
engi ne produced the power to make the ear usab le for powcr
oversteer driving, some thin g almost unheard-of in the o ld Door 
Handle Sera pers. The transient response course speed of 22.9 
mph puts it slightly ahead of most cars in its we ight class, 
anoth er sign of the cha nge in the car's cornerin g abi liti es. 

All of the driveline and suspe nsio n tweaks have m ade the 
242 into a n entirely new Volvo, so met hin g yo u ca n' t apprecia te 
fully until you drive it. Perched high up in the old cars, you 
would try to hurry down some beautiful back lane and th e 
body lean and understeer wo uld just wear you ou t. Thus the 
real difference in driving th e 242 isn' t just that it corners weil 
or stops weil but thar it encourages yo u to try it on , to speed 
up th e tempo and ge t the o ld juices fl owi ng. 

Assuming th a t you've got those juices going a iready, you may 
be interested to know th at the Volvo 242 SRO is also one of 
the m ost comfortable cars o n the road . Our test ear was the 
DL ve rsio n, which means th a t it was no t the ultima te luxury 
model , but even so its features were impressive . Buying the 
SRO ge ts yo u the sunroof (manually operated by the usual 
crank) and the standard clothlike interior; if yo u want extra 
luxury, opt for the GL. Base price o n our ear was $6998, and 
it was optio ned with a n AM / FM radio/cassette player, extra 
goodies like mats, trim rings, storage bins, and the like, but 
was still basically a stock 242 SRO . 

One thing standard on all Volvos thi s year is superb er
gonomics. When you step into the cockpit, yo u are confronted 
with a dashboard and center console that a re immediately 
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understanda ble and usable. Every controi is right where you'd 
like it , and each one is elearly marked . You could loan your 
242 to your friends without worrying about whether or not 
they'll be able to find the lights no matter where they come 
from , whether it's Timbuktu or Toledo. 

Seating position in Volvos has always been a prime selling 
point ; "orthopedically designed" see ms to be a phrase perma
nently stuck to the Volvo trademark. But for some reaso n, this 
year's car seems even better than previous modeis . The driver's 
seat bottom raises and lowers both in the front a nd rear, the 
seatback reeli nes fully and Volvo's famous lumbar support 
adjustment makes it possible for you to slump or sit a t a ttention 
according to how late you were up las t night. The synthetic 
eloth contributes to the comfort si mply by not demanding your 
attention : in Minnesota it wasn't too cold in the morning and 
in California's sun it wasn' t too hot in the a fternoon . The 
electrically-heated driver's seat also connected to Volvo's name 
is missing on the DL version of the 242, and it would have 
been nice in the midwestern winter we took the car through. 

Seating comfort for the passenger is less infinitely adjustable, 
but the seat seems to be built about right for most people 
anyway. And the wide doors and low sills make getting into 
the car easy, even for the rear seat passe ngers, who a lso have 
good headroom and legroom, even with a tall driver. Their 
bench seat even supports the thighs, a thing of wonder in these 
days of abbreviated back sea ts. 

The 242 is tall , and much of its height is in window area. 
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Even though it is possible for the driver to assume areelined 
driving position , in the 242 he has a virtually unimpaired view 
of his environmenl. The huge outside mirrors (only the Toyota 
Cor6lla has one nearly as big) a nd ske1e ton headrests also 
contribute to the driver's ability to keep track of the traffic 
around him . The standard rear window defogger worked 
quickly in the subzero eastern weather, and the small side vents 
built into the dash defogged the side windows as quickly. 

The same boxy shape that has contributed so m uch to the 
conservative flavor of the Volvo also gives it tha t excellent 
packaging that assures occupant comfort and a huge trunk all 
within a 192" length . As a comparison, the Ford Granada-ålso 
built on a 109" wheelbase- is five inches lo nger than the Volvo 
242, but has a trunk only about half the size of the Volvo's. 
And. you can imagine the differences in interior room. 

Normally, at about this point we 'd be winding up a road 
test report, but this wasn't a no rm al road test. When we fi
nally- and reluctantly-gave up our Californ ia-specification 242 
SRO (it had a catalyst and thus required unleaded fuel while 
delivering slightly less horsepower) we had put over 5000 miles 
on it in a month. That month covered a cross-country trip in 
the worst of conditions, from freezing ice and snow to desert 
heat , as weil as our usu·al local driving environment, which, 
loaded with airborne gorp as it is, can foul the eleanest plug. 
And in all that time, through all those conditions, the Volvo 
never missed a beat. ot in the blizzards of Indiana, not in 
Death Valley and not on the San Diego Freeway at rush hour. 
It started every time with the first twist of the key, used less 
oil than we could measure with the dipstick and ma lfunctioned 
not at all (except for when the old geezer pu mping gas in South 
Bend mixed the windshield washer so lution too weak and the 
pump jammed the next subzero morning ... something aided 
perhaps by the loca tion of the washer pump right behind the 
headlight nacell ~ where it was exposed to the wind and its 
attendant chill factor). 

But maybe more important than the car's reli abi lity record 
was what it did for its drivers. Once you fiddled with the seat 
adjustment to get that final , fine touch, yo u could slide into 
the seat and drive literally all day with less fat igue than it takes 
to watch TV for a few hours o n your favorite reelino-Iounge. 
And what that did for our alertness should be obvious. 

Moreover, obvious is probably the best word to describe the 
Volvo 242 SRO . If you look at the car and evaluate it item 
by item, design by design, it seems to be so o bviously right, 
from that love-it-or-hate-it ESV nose to the huge trunk. We 
know that the Giants of Detroit will never build a zillion 
independently-sprung super coupes powe red by dohc four
valve-per-cylinder midships engines, but it would sure be nice 
if they could build something like the Volvo 242 SRO. But 
there is hardly any chance of that happeni ng, is there? Af ter 
all, it hasn't even got opera windows . • 



ROAD TEST DATA VOLVO 242 DL 

SPECIFICA TIONS 

ENGINE 
Type ................................... . ....... OHC l·4 
Displacement, cu in .......... ........ 129.8 
Displacemenl, cc ........ ........................... ZlU 
Bore x stroke, in ...................................... 3.62 x 3.15 
Bore x stroke, mm .................... .......... . 92.0 x 80.0 
Compression ratio ............................................ 8.5:1 
Hp at rpm , net ......... . ................. . . . 99@52oo 
TorQue at rpm, Ib/f!, net ........................ 114@2500 
Carburetion ........................................... fuel injection 

Transmission 
Gear ra tios: 

DRIVELINE 
............. 4·spd manual w/ O.D. 

Ist ........................................................... 3.71 :1 
2nd . . .... 2.16:1 
3rd ..................... . ............................... 1.37:1 
4th ......................................................... 1.00:1 
0.0. . . .................. 0.80:1 

Final drive rat io ....................... ........ ... ....... ..... 4.10:1 
Driving wheels ...................................... rear 

GENERAL 
Wheelbase, ins ................................................... 104.0 
Overall lenglh, ins .. . ... ...................................... 192.6 
Width, ins ....................................................... 67.3 
Height, ins... . ........................ 56.5 
Front track, ins .......................................... 55.9 
Rear track, ins .. . .... ........................................... 53.1 
Trunk capacity, cu f! .. . ..... ....... . .............. 13.8 
Curb weight, Ibs .. . .............. 2945 

Distribution, % front/rear ..................... 51.6/ 48.4 
Power·to·weight ratio, Ibs/hp .. . . ............... 29.7 

BODY AND CHASSIS 
Bodylframe construction .................................... unit 
Brakes, front/rear. ...................................... disc/ disc 

Swept area, SQ in . . ................. 407.1 
Swept area , SQ inllOOO Ib ............................ 138.2 

Steering .. . . ............ .......... rack & pinion 
Ratio .. . ............................... 17.1:1 
Turns, lock·to·lock .............................................. 3.5 
Turning circle, ft ......................................... 32.2 

Front suspension: independent, MacPherson struts, 
lower controi arms, coil springs, tubular shocks, 
anti·roll bar 

Rear suspension: live axle, trailing arms, Panhard rod, 
coil springs, tubular shocks, anti·roll bar 

WHEELS AND TIRES 
Wheels ................................................... 14 x 5.5 
Tires ...................................................... CR78·14 

Firestone Steel Radial 500 
Reserve load, 

Front/rear, Ib ...................... . . .. 507/ 618 

INSTRUMENTATION 
Instruments: 10-130 mph speedo, trip odo, 0-7000 

rpm lach, coolanl temp, fuel level, clock 
Warning lights: direclionals, high beam, parking brake, 

brake failure, oil press, amps, bulb fa ilure, EGR 
service, overdrive indicator 

PRICE 
Factory list , as tested: $7,549.20 
Options included in price: AM / FM stereo·$262.50; side 

console trays·$39.95; center console tray·$11.95; 
floor mats·$17.90; tachometer·$54.95; wheel trim 
rings·$26.95; des!. chg.·$140. 

ACCELERATION, SEe. 
0-30 mph .. . .. 4.1 
0-40 mph ................ .... . . .. 6.4 
O- 50 mph .. . ............ 8.8 
0-60 mph .. 12.1 
0- 70 mph .. . .................. 16.1 
0-80 mph .. . ....... 23.7 
Standing start , Il mile .................. 18.93 
Speed at end II mile, mph ... . ..... 72.46 
Avg accel over II mile, g . . .... 0.17 

SPEEDS IN GEARS, 
MPH 

Ist (6500 rpm) .. . ................ 29 
2nd (6500 rpm) .. 52 
3rd (6500 rpm) . . 83 
4th (5500 rpm) .... . ............... 97 
0.0. (4300 rpm) (observed) ............ 96 
Engine revs at 70 mph (4th) .. . . 3900 
Engine revs at 70 mph (0.0.) .......... 3150 

TEST RESULTS 

SPEEDOMETER 
ERROR 

Indicated 
speed 
40 mph .. 
50 mph .... 
60 mph .. 
70 mph .. 
80 mph ................... . 

True 
speed 

..... 37 mph 
............. 46 mph 

............. 55 mph 
.......... 64 mph 

..... 74 mph 

INTERIOR NOISE, 
dBA 

Idle... . ............................................ 52 
M ax Ist gear ......................................... 79 
Steady 40 mph (0.0.) .......................... 63 

50 mph (0.0.) . . 65 
60 mph (0.0.) . . ..... 70 
70 mph (0.0.) ......................... 73 

HANDLING 
Max speed on 100·ft rad , mph ... .. 33.2 
lateral accelerat ion, g ......................... 0.73 
Transient response, avg spd, mph ..... 22.9 

BRAKES 
Min stopping distance 

from 60 mph, ft ...... 141 
Avg deceleralion rate, g ...................... 0.85 

FUEL ECONOMY 
Overall 3'lg, RT cycle ................... 21.5 mpg 
Range on 15.8 gal tank ............. 340 miles 
Fuel reQuired ................................ unleaded 

Graph Of Recorded Data EÄpressed in Percentag8 of 100 (100 ,. best possible rating)· 

O 5 10 '5 20 25 30 35 40 45 50 55 60 65 70 75 80 85 90 95 '00 

-Acceleration (0-60 mph): 0% - 3-4.0 secs., 100% - 4.0 secs.; Brakes (60-0) mph: 0% _ 220.0 tt ., 100% - 140.0 tt.; Handling: skidpad lateral aecer. , 0% - 0.3 g, 100% - 0.9 g. transienl 
response , 0% - 20 mph, 100% - 25 mph (average skid pad and transient response for overall handling percentage); Interior Noise (70 mph): 0% - 90.0 dBA, 100% - 65.0 dBA: Tire Reserve 
(with passengers): 0% - 0.0 Ibs .. 100% - 1500 Ibs. or more; Fuel Economy: 0% - 5 mpg. 100% - 45 mpg or more. Test Equipment Used: Testron Fifth Wheel and Pulse Totalizer. Lamar Data 
Recording System. Esterline-Angus Aecorder, Sun Tachometer, EOL Pocket-Probe Pyrometer, General Radio Sound Level Meter. 
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GOTHENBURG RISING 
New engines, new trim and new prices push Volvo into the unknown: 

"personal-safety-economy-Iuxury cars?" 
by Steve Thompson 
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D There were four cars in th e littl e convoy, 
a ll '76 Volvos and all going abso lu te ly 
fl a t-out. Nose to tail we slashed th ro ugh 
the dark fo rests of Sweden's centra l lake 
country, down the deserted winte r roads. 
roos ter-ta il ing huge douds of wa ter in th e 
gray light. For 214 mi les, between Borils 
and Ka lmar. we thrashed the new Vo lvo 
240- and 260-series cars, tryi ng to see if 
Volvo's remarkable dai ms we re based on 
fac t. 

" We believe in making th e ca r under
stee r to eliminate any sudden surprises a 
driver might have if he sudd en ly j umped 
on the brakes in the middle of a tum , 
o r simply pa ni cked a nd froze a t th e 
wheel." On a little Swedish back road , 
ha lf-d ay and half-gran ite, the unfl appa ble 
road manners of the new 2.6-liter V-6 
powered 265 luxury wagon had proved 
tha t point: I hadn' t crashed. 

"The ca r should always brake smoothly, 
pred icta bly and easily, wi thout surpris ing 
the driver." At the Volvo test track outside 
G oth enburg, slamming the brake pedal 
o f a 242 sedan to the fl oor while do ing 
over 100 mph proved thaI one; in th e long 
slide th at fo llowed, the ca r slowed down 
with hands-off con trolla bil ity, even on top 
of the inch of rain on the track. 

"The car should be tough, and should 
las t a long time." Volvo re li ability is leg-



end, and a brief ride with one of Volvo's 
top rally drivers on the rally test track 
showed how that philosophy evolved: 
Swedish roads are nOl up to Interstate 
standards. 

Volvo had chose n this method of in
troducing its 1976 cars to the American 
press for obvious reasons: there is no 
better way to understand th e design phi
losophy of a manufacturer than to experi
ence, first-hand , th e variety of input 
sources used to formulate the philosophy. 
And while Volvo has very healthy sales 
here in America, most of the design stim
uli originate in Sweden, and all of the 
assembly (until the new plant in Chesa
peake, Va. is completed) is done there . 

So much effort on Volvo's part is jus
tified by what's new for the lineup in 1976. 
Both the 240 series and 260 series are 
really new cars, si nce the 240s get a new 
2. I-liter ~ohc four-cylinder engine and the 
2.6-liter V-6 (developed jointly by Re
nault, Peugeot and Volvo) powers the 260 
series. Until the arrival (in 1977 according 
to latest spy reports) of the 1.6-liter Rab
bit-fighter hatchback, Volvo is confining 
its sales to those two engines and a single 
basic chassis, shared by all the " big" 
sedans. . 

In add ition to the engines, there have 
also been quite a few detail refinements 
in the cars for '76. An all-new four-speed 
manual transmission with electric over
drive and a much-improved three-speed 
automatic (which allows kickdow n into 
first gear as high as 40 mph) head the 
list, along with trim changes (new steering 
wheels and seat coverings) and continued 
longIife procedures (do uble undercoat
ing). 

Body styles available for '76 are: (with 
the B-2IF four-cylinder engine) the 242 
two-door sedan, the 244 four-door sedan 
and 245 wagon (by now yo u should see 
where the model number comes from: 5 
doots, see?). Available with the 2.6-li·ter 
V -6 are the 264 G L sedan (which comes 
wi th every luxury feature necessary to the 
American driver, from sun roofto standard 
power-assisted rack-and-pinion steering to 
electrically heated driver's seat) and 265 
DL wagon. Later on this year, a DL ver
sion of the 264 will be added (which will 
sell slightly cheaper and carry less stan-· 
dard equipment) along wi th a 262 two-' 
door sedan . 

The li st of stand ard safety features on 
all Volvos is long indeed , but. this year 
the appearance of the cars is getting at
tention as weil: with each model jump 
more goodies- electric windows, special 
paint and so on- are available. Surpris
ingly little difference can be found in the 
acce leration and top speed of the cars 
powered by the two engines. but the addi
tional torque and smoothness of the V-6 
will appeal to many Americans. 

Until the hatchback appea rs, none of 
the new Volvos are going to be cheap. 

o numbers are concre te a t press time, 
but if you count on the 240 se ries starting 
around $7500 and the 260 series around 
$9000. you'll be close. The 265 wagon 
(which is a swift, capable au tomobile by 
any standards) will cost over $10,000, and 
Volvo is rushing to position the car as "the 
luxury al ternative" for people who want 
a "prestigious" car but who also need 

The Ultimate Factory? 
D Any relationship between the cities of Chesapeake, Virginia and Kalmar, 
Sweden. may at first seem unlikely. But they are - or will be soon-tied together 
by the fact that both will produce Volvo automobiles. 

Volvo is planning on using the Virginia plant to assemble 260-series cars 
(they will come in from Canada as partly-built or PK D- partially knocked 
down - and wi ll be mated to the major components), and at present, the Kalmar 
factory is building 240-series cars for Europe only. That Volvo will be the first 
major European automaker to build cars here is in itself a novel ty, but something 
else about the relationship between Kalmar and Chesapeake may tum ou t even 
more novel: the way the cars are built. 

The possibility exists- remote at this time because of cultural and legal dif
ferences- that the unusual method of building cars pioneered by Volvo at Kalmar 
may be used at Chesapeake. Here's how it works: Instead of building cars using 
the conventlonal assembly-hne techniques of the Henry Ford model, Volvo l 
Kalmar workers assemble cars in sma ll (15- 20 workers) groups, each group 
belOg responslble for a major system of the car. And each car, instead of riding 
on the conveyor belt, is carried by a self-powered rolling platform which can 
both tum the car along any axis for work and move a t a rate controlled by 
elther the worker or the central computer guiding the operations of the triple
hexagon shaped plant. 

Each group is free to set its own working rules, and members can "cross-train" 
at will - provided the majority agrees. There are no line foremen as such , only 
quahty controi monitors. who are linked constan tly to the computer. The system 
IS mtncate- for mstance , each team has its own pre-assembly people and parts 
gofers- but It works; at present, Volvo is making a profit from the operation, 
due in no small part. it believes. to the job enrichment such a plant offers. 
The Idea IS that a person with a direct personal involvement in both his own 
management and product will produce better work , longer- and so far (af ter 
only nme months of full opera tion) it seems to be working. 

It too k Vo lvo ten years to design and build the Kalmar plant, and Vo lvo 
planners are the first to point out th at the specia l culturai conditions existing 
m Sweden made such a plant uniquely suited .to Kalmar, and that because 
of the American way of life, it might not work here . It seems certain that whatever 
the UA W says about the " team" concept, the robot carriers will be in Chesa
peake, an? that shou ld liberate quite a few people from the conveyor belt ... 
a lthough It IS qUlte posslble that one man 's job enrichment may be another 
man's boredom. 

Volvo is making no wild claims for either facility, but it seems clear that 
hal f a decade after Henry Ford started the ball rolling, someone with a new 
idea has picked it up, and is carrying it . . . all the way from Kalmar, Sweden, 
to Chesapeake, Virginia. 

- s. T. 
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room for hauling kids, wood, lawnmowers 
or even (considering the price) platinum 
ingots. 

This gradual creep upward of Volvo's 
prices has caused much eyebrow lifting 
among analysts and even those who re
member the Volvo of the past-"drive it 
like you hate it ," and it was clearly a prime 
concern of Volvo's to show us that there 
is a solid foundati on for the asking price. 
After all, in specification, a Volvo is a 
front-engined car riding on a live ax le wi th 

a decidedly unFerrari bod y . indeed , 
just like a Ford or Chevy. Which was why 
we were encouraged to try and kill the 
cars. After we found out that they cou ld 
be driven right to their limits-which are 
high. but still not in the supercar class
without drama, we should have been able 
to see the point. Shouldn' t we? 

Weil , after we climbed out of the cars 
in the ancient city of Kalmar (where 
Volvo's newest-and most radical 
assembly plant is located: see side bar) 

Swedish Movers 
D The real stars of the Volvo show this year are the two new engines, coded 
the B-21 F and B-27. Both are technically interesting. and both have been tested 
at great length in Volvo's tech center in Torslanda. 

The B-2IF is the replacement for the old B-20 four-cylinder engine used 
in the 140 and last year's 240 series. Whereas the old engine was all-iron with 
pushrods, the B-21 is made with an iron block and aluminum head carrying 
a single cam. The cam opera tes directly on the valves with no rockers and 
is driven by a tooth.ed belt. Having started from scratch with this head, Volvo 
engineers made it a crossflow design , making it possible to get better breathing. 

Carburetion is by Bosch continuous injection (see RT, Dec. '75: Fuellnjec
rion- The Imporrs for details) , which gives the 2127cc inline four 102 hp at 
5200 rpm (99 in California cars, which are equipped with a catalyst) and 114 
ft / lbs. of torque a t 2750 rpm. This represents a gain of only four hp over last 
year's engine, but qualitatively the engine is much better. Not only is it quieter, 
but it a lso pulls much more cleanly from lower revs and doesn't run out of 
breath quite so fast at higher rpm. Smoothness-also a sore point of last year's 
engine-is clearly better in the B-21. 

How much better the whole drivetrai n package really is can be readily seen 
by comparing top speeds of the 242 G L we tested in February of '75 and the 
California-certified '76 242. Our '75 car would do no more than about 85 mph 
in either top or 4th overdrive, while the '76 would pull easily to 80 and then 
slowly make it over 100 mph . Thus the new engine is obviously an improvement. 
even in mileage: the EPA rates the 242 (California) at 18 city and 27 highway 
mpg ... which should give it abou t 25 mpg on the RT Driving Cycle, 2 mpg 
better than last yea r's car. . 

Since the new 2.6-liter engine is all-new for Volvo this year (in auto
mobiles built for America, anyway) it has no such comparative data base . The old 
top-of-the-line engine was the 164's inline six, which was- for all its apparent 
sophistication- a slow-revving, rather dull performer. The 264 engine will prove 
to be much better. 

Built in a 90° vee , the B-27 should be a rough engine; V -6s are supposed 
to be smooth only in 60° or 120° configurations. However, this all-aluminum 
ohc engine seems to belie that, si nce not one of the cars powered by it displayed 
any roughness even remotely comparable to that of the GM V-6 used in our 
test Skyhawk last year. Careful attention to balancing m ust be responsible 
(certainly Peugeo t, Renault and Volvo have spent huge sums to insure its 
reliability, smoothness and power), because there is nothing unusual about its 
straightforward design. Chain-driven cams ride in the heads, and the liners are 
of the screw-in wet type. A third chain drives the oil pump, and all use conven
tionaI sprockets and tensioners. 

Unlike the B-21 's val ves, the B-27's are operated by small rocker arms, and 
the combustion chambers are hemispherical. Power output is rated at 125 hp 
at 5500 rpm (121 California), and torque at ISO ftllbs. This translates into an 
observed· top speed for the 264 G LO (four-speed with overdrive) of just over 
108 mph, and it allowed a 0-60 mph time (with a hand-held on-board watch) 
of 12 seconds and some change. Clearly no hotrod engine. the B-27 seems to 
have been engineered for smoothness, torque, and mileage: the EPA says it 
rates 15 mpg in the city and 27 on the highway. 

Probably the most interesting aspect of the B-27 is its international heritage. 
For two French companies to cooperate with a Swedish manufacturer for the 
common good of each is something of a feat in itself. So far, no serious bugaboos 
have developed in the B-27 in any of its forms, and it would seem to bode 
weil for its- and the idea's- future . 

- s. T. 
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in the gathering damp darkness. there 
seemed to be more than a little merit in 
Volvo's approach. Because despite their 
une xciting mechanica ls, the ca rs a ll 
proved themselves to be tough, reasonably 
economical, moderately fast and almost 
impossible to get into trouble with. And 
considering the dubious qualities of some 
of the other $7000 + cars arou nd (will a 
vinyl roof save yo u in a panic stop? Will 
opera windows keep you from spinning?) 
maybe th at's not such a bad viewpoint. • 

The B-27 2.6-liter V-6 has overhead 
cams, is all-aluminum and uses 
Bosch GIS fuel-injection. 



VOLVO 265DL 
The world's first mass-produced $10,000 station wagon 

~ 
THERE ARE DEFINITE automotive landmarks. some 

VOLVO technical. others in styling and even a few in pricing. 
Unfortunately, that lat\er group has made great 
strides lately-the $5000 Volkswagen. the $13,500 

small Cadillac, the $26.000 Porsche and now. staring at you 
from this page, Volvo's $10.000 station wagon. 

You would expect the Swedes. of course, to assume that it 
takes more than pure audacity to charge lOGs for a type of 
vehicle many Americans have always assumed should be used 
to haul groceries, potted plants and large families. Remember 
that the station wagon is an American phenomenon. a vehicle 
that makes pretenses at being a delivery van in the guise of 
a sedan. Of course those two aims are not necessarily compatible 
and the sedan stylists have usually won out over those fanatics 
who assumed a wagon should be utilitarian. Perhaps the prime 
example is the present line of large General Motors wago·ns. 

European wagons are an outgrowth of commercial vehicles. 
As such they are built for utility first. for style second . which 
is why some European wagons go to the opposite extreme of 
the "GM wagons and end up overly boxy and often with a roof 
bulge in the cargo area . Actually the emergence of the European 
station wagon more closely parallels our vans than our station 
wagons. Like vans, the imported wagons pick up one excellent 
rub-off from their more commercial counterparts, that being 
the fact that business vehicles are usually built to take rugged 
use and last longer. 

So -where does the Volvo fit in? Remember Henry Manney's 

story in our March issue. the one about driving the Volvo 
Express? Leaf back through the article and you'll get some 
idea of what a commercial Volvo wagon looks like allowing, 
of course, for the many options on the Express. 

There have been a few changes si nce that vehicle was built. 
most of them coming last year. We've explained th ose dif
ferences before, the 140 series becoming the 240 series, the 
160 model series moving up to 260. What is most significant 
here is that while the 160 series had no luxury station wagon, 
the 260 line-up does : the 265. With all Volvos now being built 
on the same basic chassis, that makes the 265 really a luxury 
version of the 245 wagon, but with the V -6 engine and standard 
air conditioning. All the externai dimensions are identical, the 
only measurable difference between the Volvo wagons and 
sedans being an extra inch in height. 

The 240 series had all this in 1975, since that new model 
was introduced here just as it was in Europe, less the overhead 
cam 4-cylinder engine . The 260s. though , were held off the 
U.S. market until this year, no doubt to make sure of the V-6 
engine's availability and reliability. ow we have the whole 
260 package, new sheet metal , MacPherson strut front suspen
sion, revised rear suspension, new dashboard , seats and interior 
appointments and the V-6. In total , it is an entirely new car 
with onlythe basic shape of the body being retained ; the similar
ity of design belies what's underneath . 

Main point of inte rest is the V -6. As we've mentioned before, 
this engine is the result of a Peugeot-Renault-Volvo combine ~ 
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in Douvri n, France. It is a 90-degree V -6 rather than the 
inherently smoother-running 60-degree design , with a cam in 
each head working the valves through rocker arms. Fuel system 
is the Bosch continuous-ftow.injection, the whole uni t neatly 
tucked in the valley between the cylinder banks. Unfortunately, 
that is the only neat thing in the underhood area, which is 
crowded with tubes and hoses. At 2673 cc, the V -6 produces 
125 hp at 5500 rpm (121 hp at 5500 in California) and 150 
Ib-ft of torque in the 49 states and 148 Ib-ft in the California 
ve'rsion, which is the only one needing a catalytic converter 
and unleaded fue!. 

The V -6 has sufficient power and a crjspness to hide the 
fact that it is a fully certified 1976 engine. The injection starts 
the car easily from cold, with no driveability problems in our 
California winter climate. Even with a cold engine, just put 
your foot in it and the V -6 reacts with no stumbling or hesita
tion. 

The only times we were able to feel the uneven firing pulses 
of the V-6 were at idle, when the car shuddered a bit and 
later, under full acceleration. Even then, it was very mild. almost 
mOJe aural and virtually nil compared to the pronounced shake 
of a few of the General Motors V -6 powered vehicIes. We 
also droye Volvo's V-6 automatic wagon for a few days and 
there the torque converter smooths the shudder out even more. 

We have no earlier 6-cylinder Volvo wagons to compare this 
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one to, but the acceleration was quite respectable : 0-60 mph 
in 13.5 sec and the standing quarter mile in 18.7 sec. Fuel 
economy was a bit disappointing at 16 mpg on our fuel run. 

The 265 has a surprisingly light and maneuverable feeling 
and the quick rack-and-pinion powe r steering gives the car a 
tuming circIe of 32 ft 2 in . The wagon will turn inside such 
cars as the Saab 99, Fiat 131 , Toyota Corona and Porsche 911. 
We're used to excellent brakes fro m Volvos, but the 265's still 
caught us a bit unawares. The four-wheel discs hauled the car 
down in 146 ft from 60 mph and in 249 ft from 80 mph. The 
only thing that marred its perfo rmance was the necessity to 
modulate the pedal to keep the back end from swinging around . 

There is nothing on the dashboard that wasn' t seen in last 
year's 240 series, but we have to say the instrument panel is 
a bit barren. There is only a speedometer and fuel level and 
temperature gauges. Since our test car came with the smooth
shifting 4-speed manual transmission with standard electric 
overdrive (the automatic is a no-cost option) we would have 
liked the optional tachometer incIuded. Of course. there is the 
optional rallye dash available, but for the price . .. 

Ventilation was up to the usual G othenburg standards, with ,-_ 
plenty of dashboard vents and the ability to direct the airftow 
with the push of a button. As before, the ergonomics are ex
cellent with only the radio a bother, mounted so low the dial 
is unreadable. The Volvo seats just seem to get better and for 7»lr+ 
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PRICE 
List price, all POE ............. $9495 
Price as tested ............... ..... $9900 

Price as tested includes AM/ FM 
stereo ($170), roof rack ($80), 
floor mats ($30), dealer prep 
($125) 

IMPORTER 
Volvo, Inc 
Rockleigh, N.J. 07646 

GENERAL 
Curb weight, Ib .. . ....... 3320 
Test weight'. .. 3660 
Weight distribution (with 

driver), front/rear, % ...... 53 / 47 
Wheelbase, in . ..................... :. 104.0 
Track, front/rear ........ 55.9/ 53.1 
Lenglh "H .192.6 
Width ... . ................................... 67.1 
Height .. .. ........... . ....... H ...... 57.5 
Ground clearance .... ..... 7.1 
Overhang, front/rear ..... 38.9/ 49.7 
Usable trunk 

space, cu tt ...... ........ 27.8 + 25.4 
Fuel capacity, U.S. gal.. .......... 15.8 

ENGINE 
Type ...... .. .. .. ....... ..... ........ sohc V·6 
Bore x stroke, mm ...... 88.0 x 73.0 

Equivalent in . ... .. ..... 3.46 x 2.87 
Oisplacement, cc/cu in . .. 2673/ 163 
Compression ratio .................. 8.2: 1 
Bhp @ rpm, net ........ 121 @ 5500 

Equivalent mph .......... .......... 137 
Torque @ rpm, Ib·tt .. 148 @ 2750 

Equivalent mph ...................... 69 
Fuel injection ..... Bosch CIS 
Fuel requirement .. unleaded, 91 ·oct 
Exhaust·emission controi equipment: 

catalytic . converter, exhaust·gas 
recirculation, air injection 

INSTRUMENTATION 
Instruments: 130·mph speedo, 

999,999 odo, 999.9 trip odo, 
coolant temp, fuel level, clock 

Warning lights: oil press., brake 
system, parking brake, alternator, 
overdrive, rear·window heat, bulb 
failure, exhaust·gas recirc, seat· 
belts, hazard, high beam, direc· 
tionals 

ROAD TEST RESULTS 
ACCELERA TION 

Time to distance, sec: 
0-100 tt . . H ........... ..... ... . 3.8 
0-500 tt ................. ........... 10.3 
0-1320 tt (JA mi) ........... 18.7 

Speed at end of JA mi, mph .... 70.5 
Time to speed, sec:-

0-30 mph .... ... H .....•. .... 4.5 
0-40 mph .. ............ H ...... 6.5 
O-50 mph ..............H ...... ... 9.1 
0-60 mph ................ ......... .. . 13.5 
0-70 mph HH HHH .... HH.H ..... H 18.5 
0-80 mph ... H ..... HHH .. H ........ 25.5 

SPEEDS IN GEARS 
00 (4230 rpm) H ....... H .. HH. 108 
4th (5300) .. HH . . H .... H ........ 108 
3rd (5500) "'HH'HH" HH "H"HH" 82 
2nd (5500) H ... H ... HHH .•.. HH HHH .. 51 
1st (5500) ............ HHHHH .... HHH 29 

FUEL ECONOMY 
Normal driving, mpg H"HH' 16.0 
Cruising range, 

mi (l·gal. res) H ...... HH.H .... 237 

HANDLING 
Speed on 100·tt radius, mph ... 31.9 
Lateral acceleration, g HHH .... 0.678 

BRAKES 
Minimum stopping distances, tt: 

From 60 mph . . ..... H. 146 
From 80 mph H"HHHHHH ..... 249 

Controi in panic stop '''HH''H .. . good 
Pedal effort for 0.5g stop, Ib 'H' 23 
Fade: percent increase in pedal effort 

to maintain 0.5g. deceleration in 
6 stops from 60 mph HHHHH" 26 

Parking: hold 30% grade? H .... H yes 
Overall brake rating "HH very good 

INTERIOR NOISE 
All noise readings in dBA: 
Idle in neutral "HH'''HHHHHHHHH 56 
Maximum, 1st gear HHHHHHHHHH 78 
Constant 30 mph HH"HH "HHH" 67 

50 mph .H........... . ... H.H ... H. 71 
70 mph .... HHH ... . H.H.... 75 

SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
30 mph indicated isactuaIlYH.31.0 
50 mph HHH.HH ............ HHH .. H ... 51.0 
60 mph .......... H. H .. H ... . H. 61.0 
70 mph .. H .. H.H ....... H ... . H .. .. H ... 70.0 
80 mplr .. H ... H.H HHH ............. H ... 80.0 
Odometer, 10.0 mi H .. H ...... H.H. lO.O 

CHASSIS & BODY 
Layout HHHH front engine/rear drive 
Body/ frame HH"HHHHHHH unit steel 
Brake system H"'HHH' 10.3·in. discs 

front, 11.0·in. discs rear, vacuum 
assisted 
Swept area, sq in. HHH ' .. H 420 

Wheels HHHHH steel disc, 14 x 5'hJ 
Tires H'HHHHH"H' Michelin X, 185·14 
Steering type "HHHH .. rack & pinion, 

power assisted 
Overall ratio 'HH' HHHH'HH 17.1:1 
Turns, 10ck·to·lockHH HHH.HHH 3.5 
Turning circle, tt .. H .... HHHHH 32.2 

Front suspension: MacPherson struts, 
lower A·arms, coil springs, tube 
shocks, anti·roll bar 

Rear suspension : live axle on trailing 
arms & Panhard rod, coil springs, 
tube shocks 

DRIVETRAIN 
Transmission H 4·sp manual with 00 
Gear ratios: 00 (0.80) HHHH 2.98 :1 

4th (1.00) .. H'HH'H'" 3.73 :1 
3rd (1.37) '''HH'H 5.11 :1 
2nd (2.16) ......H. 8.06:1 
1st (3.71)'H H'HH 13.84:1 

Final drive ratioHHH'H" H' 3.73:1 

ACCOMMODA TION 
Seating capacity, persons HH"HH . 5 
Seat width, f/ r HHHH 2 x 20.0/ 51.0 
Head room, f/r HH HHHHH 37.0/ 35.5 
Seat back adjustment, deg H'''' 80 

MAINTENANCE 
Service intervals, mi : 

Oil & filter ehange H' .... HH. 7500 
Tuneup . . ..... 15,000 

Warranty, mo/ mi HHHH 121unlimited 
CALCULATED DATA 

Lb/ bhp (test weight) "H 30.2 
Mph/l 000 rpm (00 gear) .. 25.0 
Engine revs/ mi (60 mph)HHH 2400 
Piston travel , tt / mi HHHHHHHH 1150 
R&T steering indeX '''H H H' 1.13 
Brake swept area, sq in./ton H 230 

RELIABILITY 
From R&T Owner Surveys the average 
number of problem areas for all 
models surveyed is 12. An average 
of 7 of these problem ·areas is con· 
sidered serious enough to eonstitute 
reliability areas that could keep the 
ear off the road. As owners of ear· 
lier·model Volvos reported 10 prob· 
lem areas and 4 reliability areas we 
expect the overall reliability of the 
Volvo 264 to be bet!er than average. 



44 

someone with a bad back. si tting in them is like putting on 
a pair of old, friendly shoes. 

The business end of the Volvo wagon shows its commercial 
heritage, with 53.2 cu ft of usa bl e space and strong. c1ose-fitting 
floor panels that are edged with aluminum and swing on strong 
piano hinges. They are cut precise ly and when you fold the 
second seat (a rear-facing third seat is optional) forward. every
thing fits into place easily. leaving a flat , smooth lo ad surface 
without disturbing the range of adjustment in the front seats. 
The spare is tucked neatly behind the left wheel weil , with 
extra space available behind the right weil and under a floor 
panel at the extreme rear. The fifth door opens easily and props 
up positively with a locking strut. Hinged at the top. the door • 
opens down to the bumper so you needn't c1imb over a tailgate. 
!t's all very well finished and efficient. 

But does all that make the Volvo 265 wo rth $10.000? Every
one on the staff who drove the wagon seemed 10 enjoy it. The 
package size is excellent, the performance more than adequate. 
and the 265 may have the best ride-handling compromise of 
any wagon made; the very concept hooked our imaginations. 
But then we don't have to she II out the $10,000. Taken in that 
light, the 265 is an answer to a question we 've asked. but at 
a price we couldn't have envisioned just two years ago. !t is 
probably as good as that mythical Mercedes-Benz station wagon 
the inveterate M-B fans long for. but it lacks the Mercedes 
star. So when you consider the cost of such vehicles as Volvo's 
own 245 wagon ($7495 base price). Peugeot's 504 wagon. the 
Dasher and Fox wagons. the Hornet Sportabout and even a 
weil outfitted van, the 265 wagon becomes a veryexpensive 
way to satisfy one's imagination. R 



VOLVO 242DL 
Volvo's new 4-cylinder gets a chance to prove itself 

PHOTOS BY JOHN LAMM 

~ 
WELCOME TO PART two of a 10-month-old road test. 

VOLVO The tirst half was printed last July with the test of 
the 1975 Volvo 242GL, in which we offered our 
opinion of the closest thing to a new Volvo Gothen

burg has produced since the 140 series debuted in 1966. 
Only the basic 140 sheet metal from the bulkhead rearward 
remained, with the front end design now c10sely approximating 
that on Volvo's safety car. Underneath was a MacPherson strut 
front suspension and rack-and-pinion steering and even the 
rear suspension had been revised. Inside the dash and instru
ment panels were new, as were the seats and interior trim. 

That was an extensive updating from a company that thinks 
in decades and still uses odometers with six figures. Vet they 
left out what was perhaps the most exciting part of the new 
240 series-the engine. Still up front , looking slightly lost in 
the now-Iarger engine compartment (thanks to the strut suspen
sion) was "the old four, " as the overhead valve B20 was affec
tionately known. We didn't really mind the engine. since there 
are few pieces of hardware in the automotive business that a re 
as old as we a re , so we felt a certain kinship to the 30-year-o ld 
solid-iron 4-cylinder. 

However, the old girl was, as they say, a bit long of too th 
for 1976 ... to say nothing of noisy and slow. Just meeting 
1975 emissions regs had drained another II hp from the Federal 
B20 and as Volvo added .still more options and weight, the 
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end became inevitable. But being conservative. Volvo also 
figured that a company that touts its reliability shouldn ' t rush 
into an important market like America with an untried engine, 
so for 1975 they made the new 4-cylinder a European exc1usive 
and gave us the older engine. 

All that's resolved now and with the new B21 F four, the 
Volvo transformation is complete . To refresh your memory, 
the new powerplant has an iron block (though the bottom end 
is similar to the old engine), capped with an a luminum crossflow 
head. The head contains the cogbelt-driven camshaft. which 
works the val ves directly through tappet buckets. The same 
basic Bosch continuous-flow injection system the B20 had is 
continued on the B21F and to allow sufficient room for it, 
the engine is canted about 15 degrees to the right. At 2127 
cc, with a compression ratio of 8.5: L the B21 F manages 102 
hp at 5200 rpm (99 at 5200 rpm in California with a catalyst) 
with 114 lb-fl of torque for all U.S. engines. With th e B2lF 
comes a new manual transmission (M46) with the option of 
the electric overdrive which has a shifl lever-mounted switch 
as in 1975. 

Most important, though. is the feeling the engine adds to 
the Volvo line, which seemed to be drowning in corporate 
conservatism. The car has some flair and is not just getting by 
anymore. The' 240s are able to get up a freeway ramp with 
authority and not run out of breath too early. We aren't back 
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to the days of the 122S. but at least there is a little Viking 
blood back in the cars. 

ext most important improvement is acceleration. the new 
car beating last year's 0- 60 mph time of 14.2 sec with a c10cking 
of 13.0 flat. The 1976 quarter-mile time undercuts the 1975 
mark by 2.3 sec. with a 18.8-sec timing. Last year's car. by 
the way. had a final drive ratio of 4.30: l. while our new Califor
nia car had a 3.91: I gea r combined with higher numerical gear 
ratios for Ist and 2nd in the gearbox. You'd expect that to 
show in the gas mileage figures an d it does, the new engine 
getting 21.0 mpg versus 18.5 mpg in 1975. 

Now. though, the engine seems to enjoy revving. able to go 
right to the 6000-rpm rev limit without sounding strained . The 
final form of the overhead valve engine was good for about 
4000 rpm and then left the impression it was abo ut to seize. 
What 's more, you don' t have to run this to the limit in each 
gear since the flexib ili ty given the B21 F by its broade r torque 
curve allows you to pick a gear and stay and not be continually 
thrashing about in the gearbox. 

Since the aluminum keeps the weight of the new. larger 
engine to about thå t of the older iron modeL the handling 
hasn 't cha'nged appreciably since 1975, but that had been 
enough of an advance over the previous year; we aren't about 
to complain. The car still isn't a street racer and takes a slightly 
ambiguous set in a hard comer. thanks to the softer springing 
between 1974 and 1975. Vet, the improved ride over the Volvos 
of the early Seventies makes it wonh it. 

Besides, if you care to go beyond stock, Volvo has an inter
esting variety of semi- or full-competition options. The 240 
sedans already have anti-roll bars front and rear so they would 
be easy to replace and a variety of shocks are available if the 
standard tubes are a bit soft for you. Our test car had two 
extra items: a smaller. lea ther-wrapped GT steering wheel and 

the very complete replace ment instrument panel. As little fri
volityas there is in the standard dash , it is sparse on instruments 
and this option more than makes up for it , wi th speedometer. 
tach and oil pressure, voltmeter. fu el level and temperature 
gauges. Oddly enough, despite th eir very serious appea rance, 
both the tach and speedo weren' t particularly accurate. 

That was our only possible complaint about this newest 
Volvo. It is pleas an t to repon that Gothenburg has finally 
managed to bring the Volvos out of the Six ties and the total 
car is now as advanced and complete as we expect from Volvo . 
That metamorphosis hasn't made th e cars any cheape r. but it 
has kept the m in the traditio n of the" 11-Year Car" and " Drive 
it like yo u hate it." That is what the public expects from Volvo 
and judging by the fact that 1975 was th e best yea r Volvo has 
had in the U.S., the public is willing to pay for il. " 

PRICE 
List price, all POE .............. $6995 
Price as tested .................... $77 7 O 

GENERAL 
Curb weight, Ib .......... 2915 
Weight distribution (with driver), 

front/rear, 'Xi ....... .. ...... 51 / 49 
Wheelbase, in. .. .... .... 104.0 
T rack, front/rear ..... 55.9/ 53.1 
length . . ....... 192.6 
Width ........... .... 67.1 
Height ...... . .. ...... 56.5 
Fuel capacity, U.S. gal. ............ 15.8 

CHASSIS & BODY 
Body/ frame ........ un it steel 
Brake system .. 10.3·in. discs front, 

11.0·in. discs rear; vac assist 
Wheels ...... .. .. steel disc, 14 x 5'hJ 
Tires .............. Michelin X, 185SR·1 4 
Steering type .......... rack & pinion, 

power assisted 
Turns, lock·to·lock ....... .... ....... 3.5 

Suspension, front/rear: MacPherson 
struts, lower A·arms, coil springs, 
tube shocks, anti·roll bar/ live axle 
on trai ling arms & Panhard rod, 
coil springs, tube shocks, a·r bar 

ENGINE & DRIVETRAIN 
Type ............................ sohc inline 4 
Bore x stroke, mm ...... 92.0 x 80.0 
Displacement, cc/ cu in ... 2127/ 130 
Compression ratio .. .. .... .......... 8.5: I 
Bhp @ rpm, neL .... .. . 99 @ 5200 
Torque @ rpm, Ib-ft . .I14 @ 2500 
Transmission .... 4·sp manual with 00 
Gear rat ios: 00 (0.80) ........ 3.13: I 

4th (1.00) ......... 3.91:1 
3rd (1.37) ........................ 5.36: I 
2nd (2.16) ..... 8.45:1 
Ist (3.71) ........ 14.51 :1 

Final drive ratio .......... 3.91:1 

ROAD TEST RESULTS 

ACCELERAnON 
Time to distance, sec: 

0-100 ft ...................... .. .. .. 3.9 
0-500 ft .......................... 10.3 

. 0- 1320 ft (~ mi) ...... 18.8 
Speed at end of ~ mi , mph .. 71.5 
Time to speed, sec: 

0-30 mph .... 
O-50 mph 
0-60 mph 
0-70 mph 
0-80 mph .. 

.. 4.2 
. ....... 9.5 
....... 13.0 

. 17.8 
..... 26.5 

SPEEDS IN GEARS 
00 (4250 rpm) ........ 98 
4th (5100) ... 98 
3rd (6000) ..... 77 
2~~OO~ ............ ~ 
Ist (6000) .... ........ 28 

FUEL ECONOMY 
Normal driving, mpg ...... 21.0 

BRAKES 
Minimum stopping distances, ft : 

From 60 mph ... ....... ... . 180 
From 80 mph ........... 287 

Controi in panic stop .... very good 
Pedal effort for 0.5g stop, Ib ... .30 
Fade: percent increase in pedal effort 

to mai ntain 0.5g deceleration in 
6 stops from 60 mph ............ 27 

Overall brake rating ................ good 

HANDLING 
Speed on 100·ft radius, mph .. 3 I.7 
lateral acceleration, g .......... 0.673 
Speed thru 700·ft slalom, mph ... 53.0 

INTERIOR NOISE 
All noise readings in dBA: 
Constant 30 mph .................. 60 

50 mph.. . .... 65 
CALCULATED DATA 70 mph ...... ......... 72 

lb/ bhp (test weight) ....... 32.8 
Mph/ IOOO rpm (00) .............. 23.0 SPEEDOMETER ERROR 
Engine revs/ mi (60 mph) ...... 2610 30 mph indicated is actually .... 31.0 
R&T steering index .................. 1.13 60 mph ... . ......... 60.0 
Brake swept area, sq in ./ton .. 258 70 mph ....... 69.0 -----
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MOTOR 
TREND 

Comparison: 
6 

Wagons 
Clockwise, from foreground: Volvo 245 DL, Peugeot 

504, Plymouth Volare, Hornet Sportabout, 
Toyota Mark II. In center, Mazda RX-4 . 

•

. . In case you 've forgot-
. . , ten , the original station 
•• • wagon was exactly 

• what the name implies: 
- a commercia l wagon-

type vehicle more car 
size than truck size, specifically de
signed to carry passengers and their 
luggage to and from railroad sta
tions. Although the basic design is 
still very much with us, the concept 
has undergone some changes . 

Granted , station wagons are still 
designed to carry both passengers 
and cargo , but their use has been 
extended beyond traveiers and 
steamer trunks to include carrying 
everything from that typical group of 
Cub Scouts to that standard 4 x 8 
sheet of plywood . And just about ev
erything in between . It ' s probably 
safe to assume the vast majority of 
wagons on the road today seldom 
carry more than a few toys, an occa
sional suitcase or a few sacks of gro
ceries. Today 's station wagons are 
primarily people movers, with that ex
tra space a handy convenience, an 
extra-c ost option . Like mad money in 
the dresser drawer, it's nice to know 
it's there, even though it isn't used 
very olten . 

There also has been a size ch ange 
in the world of station wagons. They 
now come in a variety of wheelbases, 
from the PintolVega class all the way 
up to full-size like the Impala and 
Ford L TO. And there is another fac
tor in the mix : Station wagons are 
very popular. 

So when we decided to do a sta
tion wagon comparison , there was lit
tle doubt it would enjoy a pretty 

widespread re·adersh ip interest. The 
only ' real question facing us was 
which group of wagons to test. We 
settled that in two ways. First we de
cided to do more than one wagon 
comparison within the next few 
months , and then we decided to 
make the first comparison among a 
particularly popular segment of the 
wagon offering: compacts. 

This group of compact wagons
Mazda RX-4, American Motors Hor
net , Toyota Mark II, Peugeot 504 , 
Volvo 245 DL and Plymouth VoIare
have marked similarities and differ
ences. They all fall withiri a general 
wheelbase category . The shortest , 
the Mazda, is 99 in . The longest, the 
Peugeot, is 11"4 in . They "are all basi
cally designed to carry five passen
gers , or when converted to cargo 
carriers , roughly the same amount of 
cargo. They all have four doors. They 
also are strikingly sim ilar in the way 
they are equipped as tested . In fact , 
by virtue of standard equipment , 
extra-cost options or both , all six 
wagons can safely be called luxury 
compacts. 

They are most dissimilar mechani
cally , which is good , because that 
makes the comparison ·test all the 
more valid for the ser ious wagon 
shopper. We have here a selection of 
rotary, 4- , 6-, and 8-cylinder engines 
with their concomitant trade-offs be
tween economy and performance . AI
though five have automatic transmis
sions, there is a 4- . ' ce thrown in . 
The reason for tha: y OU will find in 
the report . There also are marked 
differences in steering , brake and 
suspension systems, and in passen-
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Wagons 
ger packag ing, comfort, attention to 
detail and, of course , personality. 

One final thing . You won 't find a 
winner and a loser at the end of the 
comparison . That wasn't our goal. 
Rather, we wanted to evaluate each 
wagon separately, present the infor
mation and then let you decide. Each 
has its weak po ints and ils strong 
points. It's up to you to decide wh ich 
has the best combi nation of the 
things you want in a com pact wagon . 

•• • 
The twin rotor Mazda engine has 
been the subject of much controver
sy since early EPA fuel consumption 
figures we re re leased . Recent im
provements in ca rburetion, ignition 
and reliab ility have rai sed the gas 
mileage and ex ten ded the engine 
warranty by the man ufactu rer. The 
engine is very smooth, practically vi
brationless, and has enough to rque 
to work we il with autom atic transmis
sions . Gas mileage w ith this com
bination on our 73-mile fuel test loop 
was 19.46 mpg, almost the same as 
the Volvo. 

Mazda's cargo area (top) features lockable storage compartments an either side, under-ear 
spare storage. Slide-in access ta Hornet's cargo area (ce nter) is hampered by raised end of rear 
body section. Space Sover spare is housed in covered compartment at right. Like Hornet. "the 
Toyota (bottom ) has large wheelwell intrusion that narrows floar width in that area. 

Interior appoin tments might be 
termed posh or plush, depending on 
how one looks at the seat upholstery. 
It looks sticky but is very soft and 
smooth , so sliding in and out does 
not grab at the clothing , and it 
breathes weil. Individually adjustable 
front bucket seats recline fUlly, but 
the leg room for 6-foot drivers is a 
bit on the short side. The center con
sole has a hinged, padded arm rest 
that covers a small storage compart-. 
ment and extends forward and up to 
the low.er dash, with the vertical sec
tion housing an AM / FM radio . 
Center-mounted parking brake and 
shift controls are conveniently locat
ed , but the radio dial is hard to see 
with the shift lever in Park position . 

Peugeot-(top) has the greatest cargo area height and flo or length. Removable, faam-fil/ed vinyl 
pad provides soft base for fragile cargo or reclining passengers. Volvo (center) stows spare in 
covered compartment at left, has extra cargo area beneath hinged floor section. Volare (bottom) 
has smallest wheelwell intrusion and greatest usable width. Spare stows beneath rear floor. 

Instrum entation includes a large 
and well- placed speedometer , ta
chometer and an illuminated vertical 
gear posi tion indicator. Smaller 
gauges and lights are used for fuel, 
oil pressure, tem perature and alter
nator. A tachometer is an important 
instrument for rotary-engined cars, as 
over-revving severely raises the wear 
facto r on the rotor lip seais. Normal 
driving with an automatic transmis
sion keeps engine revs under cont.rol 
with the proper shift points , but 
those who like to manually shift their 
automatics had better mind the 7000-
rpm red line. 

A rotary power plant, good sound 
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and road noise insulation , and a fi rm 
suspension com bine fo r a smooth , 
quiet ride with good handling , posi
tive steering . A ll contro ls are well
placed, and large g lass areas with 
thin pillars provid e excellen t all 
around visibi lity. 

Rear seating is most comfortable 
for two but will accommodate three 
with the center rider straddling the 
driveshaft tu nnel. Knee room is ade
quate for persons of average height, 
with space fo r the feet under the 
front seats. With a full passen ger 
load there is 3 ft , 6 in . of usable car
go floor length, and the width be
tween wheelwells is 3 ft , 4 in . Dual 
rear seatback latches have coupled 
release handles, so the seat may be 
unlocked from either side and folded 
forward to increase rear cargo floor 
length to 6 ft, 1 in . Seat padd in g 
does not allow a fl at floor , but 
weighted cargo will push the forward 
section down to a near level position. 

A pa i r of c ompart ments w ith 
hinged covers are located on either 
side and rearward of the wheelwells 
for stowing the bum per jack , lu g 
wrench and a small set of toois, with 
some extra space for additional small 
items. The spare is located on a cra
die under the rear of the chassis , ac
cessible without the need to unload 
cargo. Built on a 99-in. whee lbase, 
the Mazda wagon is the shortest of 
the six test cars and has the lowest 
payload, yet efficient use of interior 
space and a very short eng ine com
bine to provide compet it ive in ter ior 
room . 

Exterior styl ing is c lean and una
dorned. The grille, flanked by dual 
headl ights, hints of some Mercedes 
influence, and the chromed bumpers 
blend weil into the overall body lines. 
Slant-back styling in the rear lift gate 
area elim inates the boxy prof i le of 
many current compacts but takes lit
tle from interior space. 

The Mazda RX-4 is one of the most 
compact of the compacts, with over
all dimensions with in fractions of an 
inch of the Mark II Toyota. At 3100 Ib 
curb weigh t, it is less than 20 Ib 
heavier than the Mark II and gets 
very close to the same gas mileage. 
Pleasant to drive, with ample space 
for a small family and luggage, it fi lls 
the bill for a compact multipurpose 
passenger car. 

~ - ... 
~ Compact passenger cars are noth ing 
~ new to American Motors. Its produc
~ tion of sm all vehicles goes back 
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many years. So . with the increasing 
demand for a compact wagon, there 
was no need for a crash develop
ment program. AMG, already had the 
Hornet sedan , and it was a relatively 
simple process to stretch it into a 
wagon . 

Sharing the same 108-in . wheel
base with the 2-door Hatchback and 
sedan , the Sportabout wagon can be 
f itted wi th almost every option of
fered for the Hornet sedan . Ou r test 
wagon came with the optional 258cid 
six coupled to a 3-speed Torque
Command automatic transmiss ion 
with column shift contro I. It entered 
the luxury class with the add ition of 
air cond itioning , deluxe interior with 
reclining front bucket seats, custom 
fabric and vinyl upholstery, AM / FM 
multiplex stereo rad io , roof rack , cus
tom wheel covers, rear window de
fogger , power steer ing and brakes 
with front discs, tilting steering wheel 
and the trim that comes with the ap
pearance package option . 

The Sportabout is pleasant, quiet 
and comfortable to drive. It has am
ple leg and head room for an aver
age size adult , but there is a feel ing 
of being more closed in than with the 
other wagons tested . With the lowest 
overall height of only 52 .2 in ., the 
head room for 6-footers is just about 
adequate , which contributes to the 
feeling of being in a small car de
spite the good interior room . Visibil ity 
of the road and instruments is excel
lent, and there is good side and rear 
vision . The 3-spoke custom wheel 
with soft , padded cover ing readily 
adjusts to the desired position with
out impairing the view of the center
mounted instruments . The bucket 
seats have good back support but 
are a bit short in the seat for the 
thighs. The padding and breathable 

fabric el iminates th at clammy feel ing 
after a long drive. 

Steering , with the power assist, is 
very easy with quick response and a 
very short turning radius ; great for 
angl ing in to short parking spaces . 
Wind , eng ine an d road noises are 
well- insulated fro m the passenger 
compartment at highway cruising 
speeds. The 6-cyli nder eng ine re
sponds weil to th e throttle desp ite 
the rather heavy 3530-lb curb weight , 
getting to 60 mph from a stand ing 
start in just a fraction over 15 sec. 
Even at full throttle, automatic shifts 
are smooth yet positive, and our 73-
mile fuel test loop showed more than 
20 mpg. 

With the column-mounted shift lev
er, low and uncluttered transmission 
tunnel and individual front seats that 
meet weil at the center, there is am
ple seat width for three passengers 
and enough leg room on the right 
side of the tunnel hump. Passengers 
on the rear bench seat will f ind knee 
and leg room a bit snug, with the 
usual leg room for the center rider 
hampered by the driveshaft tunnel. 
Cargo area length with a full passen
ger load is 3 ft , 7 in., and the usable 
width between wheelwells is 3 ft , 5 
in . The wells are nicely finished with 
a smooth hard coating , and a cov
ered compartment on the right rear 
side houses a Space Saver spare tire 
and inflator bottle. Add itional storage 
space is located under a hinged sec
tio n of the cargo floor, a nice place 
for hiding small val uables from prying 
eyes. 

Folding the rear seatback forward 
increases the cargo floor length to 5 
ft , 2 in " but it does not extend com
pletely to the back of the front seats, 
leaving a gap of about 10 in . The 
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floor does not lie perfectly flat due to 
the meeting of the seat 'cushions, but 
the gap behind the seats is rather 
handy for stowing items one might 
want to get to eas ily. It also allows 
use of some seatback tilt , not possi
ble with cargo platforms that bult 
against the seatbacks. The bottom of 
the lift hatch does not extend down 
to the level of the cargo floor, leav
ing a 7-in.-high lip above the floor 
itself . 

A nice feature is the aircraft-type 
overhead comb ination dome and 
read in g lights . Ind ividua l sw itches 
allow either the driver or front pas
senger to be am a non-glare spot of 
light over the shoulder for n ice read
ing illumination. 

The Sportabout styling is distinc
tive , though it shares fron t sheet met
al with the Hornet sedans. 

••• 
The Toyota Mark II is an excellent 
example of the complete luxury com
pact station wagon . Its standard 
equip ment in c ludes items l isted by 
most other makers as extra-cost op
tions. Powered by a 256c id (2563cc) , 
overhead-cam , 6-cyl inder engine, the 
Mark II is available on ly with au to
matic transm ission , air condi tioning , 
power front disc brakes , ESP, recl in
ing front bucket seats, AM / FM muIti
plex stereo rad io , whitewall bias-ply 
tires , rear window defogger, full car
peting , deluxe upholstery and interio r 
trim with simulated wood grain in
serts and exterior siding , just to 
name a few of the standards. The 
only extra-cost option listed for th is 
model is an 8-track stereo tape deck . 

It is less than an inch longer and 
higher than the 4-door Mark II sedan , 
with which it shares the same 101 .8-
in . wheelbase. Efficient use of avail
able interior space gives the feeling 
of being in a much larger vehicle . 
The 6-cylinder power plant provides 
good performance for the designed 
passenger and cargo load , with the 
automatic transmission valved to shift 
smoothly to throttle demands. 

The front bucket seats with reclin
ing backs for both driver and pas
senger are comfortable , with good 
th igh and back support , yet wide 
enough to allow one to move around 
a bit. The 6-footer, however, might 
find the pedals a little too elose for 
prolonged comfort. Large , round 
speedometer and instrument c lusters 
are nicely located for easy viewing , 
and the center-mounted sh ift controi 
and console are conveniently placed . 
The full-width rear bench seat skimps 
on knee room , and any center-r id ing 
passenger will have the dr iveshaft 
tunnel to straddle . 
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Several years ago , Toyota intro
duced the Electric Sensor Panel 
(ESP), a system of lights that ind icat
ed a failure or the need to service 
various components. A modified ver
sion is set in a section of the Mark II 
wagon 's console and notes low 
brake flu id level , vacuum booster 
pressure, fa ilure of a brake light and 
a warning that there are only a few 
hund red miles left on the front brake 
pads. 

The Mark II is smooth and qu iet, 
w ith low w ind noise , good sound 
dampening from road and eng ine 
noise, and a fairly quiet air condition
ing blower . Handling qual ities will 
more than satisfy the average driver, 
with some understeer on fast , sh arp 
corners . Steering is easy at both 
slow or cruising speeds , with no 
tendency to wander off course or 
wallowaround on curves. 

With the rear seat in position fo r a 
full passenger load , the cargo floor 
length is 3 ft , 6 in ., with a w idth be
tween the wheelwells of 3 ft , 3 in. As 
these whee l housings extend weil 
into the inte ri or , the w idth beh ind 
them adds another foot of usable 
space. With the rear. seat folded , the 
load capacity increases to 6 ft , 1 in ., 
but the seat and back cushions do 
not allow a completely flat floor un
less this section is pushed down with 
heavy cargo. The seatback locks se
curely and raltle-free in the upright 
position and can be unlatched with 
one hand from either side . The spare 
tire is carried in a cradle under the 
rear end , and it can be removed 
without unioading the rear cargo 
area. Raising the top-h inged lift gate 
is eased by torsion bar assist. There 
are no struts or locks to hold it in the 
open position . The cargo floor ex
tends flat out to the end for conven
ient slide-in loading . 

Exterior styling is neat and tr im , 
with interior finish and attention to 
detail evident in the lack of raw 
edges and poor fits . Inside there is 
the same quai ity of workmanship that 
allows long use with negligible signs 
of wear. Chromed bumpers meet cur
rent impact standards but blend weil 
into the overall lines with out the 
added-on look. Dual headlights and a 
center-divided grille are topped by a 
sloping , sculptured hood. At the rear, 
taillights extend from the rear fender 
ends into the li ft gate. 

On the road or in traffic , as a lu x
ury passenger car , cargo carrie r or a 
combination of both , the Mark II of
fers a fully equipped package for the 
motorist who wants a multipurpose 
car in a compact package that is 
comfortable, performs weil , gets r~a-

MAZDA RX-4 

sonable gas mileage and eliminates 
the problem of trying to select from a 
long list of options. 

••• 
A small , 120.3-cu .- in ., OHV, 4-cyl in
der eng ine , laden as federal laws re
quire with power- and effic iency-rob
b ing em ission contro is , is not the 
best choice as a power plant for a 
vehicle designed for a GVW of nearly 
3 tons. Such a load may not be com
mon practice, but with a curb we ight 
of 3275 Ib, four adults and a p ile of 
l uggage can add considerab le 
weight . To couple the Peugeot 4-
cylinder eng ine to an automatic 
transmission would further hamper 
performance , so for ex tracting the 
best from this power plant , our test 
wagon was equipped with a 4-speed , 
all-synchro , manual gearbo x. This 
proved to be a n ice comb inat ion , 
smooth and quiet , but the floor
mounted shift controi was rather stiff 
with some searching required for the 
correct gear off the neutral pos ition . 
A bit of practice solved the problem , 
with the fairly short stroke handy for 
fast downshifts. 

A look at the wheelbase and over
all length dimensions of the Peugeot 
wagon will show that it is not just a 
boxy version of the passenger car. A 
foot longer and with a 6-in .-greater 
wheelbase, the wagon has plenty of 
room for passengers and cargo . The 
Peugeot imparts the feeling of being 
in a much larger wagon , without that 
closed-in cramping too often as
sociated with compact veh icles . 
Front seats are of the wide bucket 
type with full reclining and intermedi
ate adjustments that give good thigh 
and back support . They sit h igh 
enough for good all-around visibil ity. 
The 8000-rpm tachometer and 
matching mph / kph speedometer that 
flank the cluster housing fuel gauge, 
temperature and battery voltage in
dicator are easily viewed through the 
top section of the horizontally 
spoked wheel. Lights are used to in-
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dicate high beam , low oil pressure, 
turn signals an d choke . Yes , the 
Peugeot uses a manual choke for as
sisting the twin Solex carburetors on 
a cold start. 

The rea r bench seat is wide 
enough for three adults, with ade
quate knee room , but a bit uncom
fortable fo r the cente r rider , who 
must straddle the driveshaft tunnel. 
Rear cargo area with a full passen
ger load is the best of the test group, 
with 4 f t, 6 in. of length from seat
back to lift gate. A 3-ft floor-to-ceiling 
height is also the greatest, due to the 
upsweep of the roofline in this area. 

Passenger capacity is reduced to 
two by fold ing the rear seat, but flat 
cargo floor length is increased to 6 
ft, 7 in. Width between the rear 
wheelwells is 3 ft , 6 in ., and the 
spare tire is stowed in a cradle under 
the rear of the chassis. The mech
anism for folding the rear seat is a 
bit different than the customary latch 
and hinge arrangement. A pair of lev
ers on either side of the rear seat are 
used to raise the seatback out of se
curing slots on each top corner. This 
allows the bench secti on to swing 
forward against the front seatbacks, 
providing room for the rear seatback 
to fold forward and f lat. Quite an 
easy operation , that can be done 
from either side with little effort. 

The cargo floor is most unusual for 
a modern station wagon . Instead of 
carpeting , metal-based rubber strips 
atop the hard , g lossy, simulated 
wood make the floo ring look much 
like the bed of a customized pickup. 
Very practical for cargo , but a bit un
comfortable if one plans to use the 
wagon for sleeping. The prac ti cal 
French have so lved this prob lem , 
however, by supplying a nice, thick, 
foam-padded cover that folds when 
the rear seat is up, lays out flat when 
it is down. 

Driving the Peugeot is a pleasant 
experience. The ride is smooth and 
quiet with a feeling of solidity. It han
dies weil , . with positive steering re
sponse from the rack and pin ion , but 
sharp turns or parking require a bit 
more muscle on the wheel than re
quired at cruis ing speeds . Dr iving 
any vehicle for the fi rst time takes 
some getting used to , and the Peug
eot has its own peculiarities . The 
steering column /ignition lock, fo r ex
ample, is in a difficult-to-see position 
under the wheel hub and on the left, 
while the turn signal lever is right-

Q hand operated . But the o t her 
~ ~ switches are weil marked and easi ly 

accessible. e Styling g ives the Peugeot an identi-
o 
::E ty all its own , with a high rear roof-
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line and massive black bumpers that 
extend weil out front and rear. What 
the Peugeot lacks in power is more 
than made up for by the large cargo 
capacity, good passenger comfort , 
ease of driving and the feeling of be
ing in a solid vehicle . 

••• 
The Volvo 245 DL wagon was 
equipped with two features not 
shared by the other test vehicles: fuel 
injection and 4-wheel power disc 
brakes. Instead of carburetors , the 
single-overhead-cam, 130-cu.-in . en
gine with aluminum cross-flow head 
is an all-new power plant this year 
(MT, February '76). It is fueled by a 
continuous-flow Bosch Fl unit. Cou
pied to a 3-speed automatic trans
mission , also new for '76, it provides 
a smooth flow of power and good 
low-end torque , with a horsepower 
rating of just a hair more than 100. 
This can move the 3220-lb wagon 
from 0-60 mph in 15.5 sec , and to 70 
mph in a quarter mile acceleration 
run . At this weight and size, it also is 
pretty conservative on fuel, logging 
19.5 mpg on our 73-mile test loop, 
about even with Toyota and Mazda. 

Wide front bucket seats, separated 
by the center parking brake, have 
good thigh support, recline fully and 
have adjustments for seat-to-pedal 
distance, height and , of course, Vol
vo's famous lumbar support. Padded 
open-frame headrests protect against 
whiplash without completely blanking 
out the rear view for the driver or 
forward vision for rear seat passen
gers. 

The instruments , including an 
easy-to-read tachometer, are located 
in a hooded section of the dash , eas
ily visible to the driver through the 
top section of the steering wheel. A 
center console extends up to the 
lower dash and houses the AM / FM 
stereo radio and heater controis . The 
radio speakers are mounted flush in 
each front door, behind sturdy metal 
grilles, and the entire front interior is 
laid out to eliminate internai reflec
tions from the various lights and in
struments. The controi for the auto
matic transmission is floor-mounted 
and has well-illuminated position in
dicators. 

Rear seat passengers will like the 
Volvo's leg and knee room , the best 
of our test group. Volvo wagons, like 
the sedans , enclose the passenger 
compartment with a strong cage con
sisting of closed box section pillars 
and similar longitudinal members. 
Anchored to these are vertical steel 
bars for mounting the upper shackle 
of the rear seat 's one-piece lap / 
shoulder belts (the Volvo is the only 
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wagon in the test group to provide 
rear seat shoulder straps). With the 
rear seat up, th e rear cargo floor 
length is 3 ft , 10.5 in ., with 3 ft , 6 in . 
width between wheelwells. To extend 
the rear floor length to 6 ft , 4 in., the 
rear seat flips forward, allowing the 
back to hinge down , forming a flat 
cargo bed . Double seatback latches 
that can be unlocked from either side 
prevent rattling when the rear seat is 
unoccupied. 

The spare tire is housed in a cov
ered com partment on the left rear 
side, and there are two storage com
partments beneath hinged sections 
of the cargo flo or . The smaller of 
these contains the jack and tire 
too Is, and the reservoir for the rear 
window washer fl uid . 

On the highway at cruising speeds 
or in city traffic, the Volvo is smooth, 
quiet and a pleasure to drive. Power
assisted rack and pinion steering is 
light and fast, requiring little effort or 
wheel movement for sure-footed 
change of direction . Throttle re
sponse is not neck-snapping but is 
fast and smooth enough for touring 
and traff ic need s. Automatic shifts 
are we'll-spaced , and th e gear 
ch anges are only mildly detectable. 
The suspension is firm but not harsh 
on rough pavement, and there is a 
feeling of solidarity and spaciousness 
inside the vehicle. Sure-footed stop
ping , especially in the wet, is assured 
with the Michelin X tires and those 
power-assisted discs on all four 
wheels. 

Overall stylin g might be term ed 
square-not in the vernacular, but in 
the shape. The Volvo is designed for 
maximum utility and interior space 
for both passengers and cargo. The 
Swedes did not waste valuable 
inches o n sweeping streaml ines . 
However, the fi nished product, a 
husky, comfortable passenger mover, 
is pleasing in appearance , w ith 
rounded corners where they needed 
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round in g , and scu lptured meta l to 
break up large flat surfaces or lend 
stiffness where required . Chrome is 
used sparingly , both in the grille and 
around lighting units, and the rubber
faced bumpers look overly bulky yet 
massive enough to survive mild im
pacts with a variety of other bumper 
heights . The 245 DL wagon looks 
solid , and it is sol id , bui lt for many 
miles of comfort and util ity. 

••• 
Chrysler has gone al l- out with the 
Plymouth Volare and its tw in , the 
Dodge Aspen , with a station wagon 
des1gned to fill the existing gap be
tween the large mode Is and the 
often-too-small compacts. The Volare 
is the largest wagon in this six-vehi
c le selection and the on ly one with a 
V-8 eng ine . Carrying the Premier 
designation , top of the Volare line , 
our test car was loaded w ith just 
about every one of the 50 or so op
tions available for it and the sedan 
and coupe mode Is except air condi
tioning . A TorqueFl ite automatic 
transmission , 60 / 40 front seats with 
power adjustment for the driver ' s 
side, power door locks, rear window 
defroster , power windows , AM 1 FM 
stereo radio , clock , roof rack , radial 
tires with special wheels, and auto
matic speed controi were among the 
extra-cost optional items that make 
the Vol are something special in a de
luxe, multipurpose passenger car. 

The 318cid V-8 , coupled to an au
tomatic transm ission , drives through 
a rear axle ratio of 2 .71 :1 , which 
seems quite high for a vehicle curb 
weight of nearly 2 tons. High rearend 
rat ios are great for good gas mileage 
at cruising speeds on level roads , but 
climbing hills with a full load will re
qu ire frequent automatic downshifts. 
There are optional rearend ratios of 
2 .94 and 3.21 for the buyer who 
wishes better acceleration and h i ll~ 

cl imbing performance. 
The Volare interior is bright, with 

PEUGEOT 504 

seats upholstered in a combination 
of beige fabr ic and soft vi nyl , and 
match ing side panels topped by an 
eggshell wh ite head li n ing . There is 
always a coo l feeling with light interi
ors , especially on a hot day when the 
car has been sitting closed up for a 
couple of hou rs. The 60 / 40 front 
seat, with fold ing center arm rest , is 
wide enough for three adults , and 
the co lumn-mounted sh ift controi 
leaves the floor uncluttered in the 
transmission hump area. 

Three can ride on the rear bench 
seat, but the center passenger w ill 
have to stradd le the driveshaft tun
nel , and all may find knee room a bit 
on the skimpy side. 

Driving the Volare puts a lot of en
joyment back into motoring . A wel l
posit ion ed steering wheel prov ides a 
good forward view of both the road 
and dash instruments ; large glass 
areas, thin pillars and a power seat 
to raise the d ri ver to the proper 
height g ive excellent all-around visi
bil ity. With the new transverse torsion 
bar front suspension system , respon
s ive power steering and good 
front-to-rear weight distribution , han
dling is excel lent. The ride is smooth 
yet f irm , without that wallowing feel
ing one gets with mushy spr inging . 

With the rear seat in fu ll passenger 
load position , the usable rear cargo 
floor length is 3 ft , 10 in . Some ex
tens ive design work has gone into 
reduc ing the intrusion of the wheel
wells into the cargo area, result ing in 
3 ft , 8 in. of width between them . 
Making use of every inch of available 
space are a pair of lockable storage 
compartments on either side to the 
rear of the wheelwells. Carpeted like 
the floor and sides, they are hardly 
noticeable from the outside and pro
vide a good place to hide small valu
ables. The spare is housed under a 
h inged section of the rear cargo 
floor , and any cargo in this area 
must be removed for access to it. > 
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For the maximum cargo floor 
length of 6 ft , 5 in., a single release 
button located in a recess atop the 
rear seatback allows it to swing for
ward and down, locking perfectly flat. 

Even with a wheelbase 2 in. short
er than the Peugeot wagon, the Vo
lare was the longest overall at 201 .5 
in. , making it the largest of the com
pacts. But it's easy to drive and park 
and small enough to fit the average 
garage without overcrowding it. This 
luxury wagon will more than satisfy 
the needs of the average family that 
needs a multipurpose passenger car. 

••• 
To select any one of these six station 
wagons and say it is the best would 
be very difficult. The likes and dis
likes of the staff members involved in 
the driving evaluations and test runs 
were varied, with much of the com
ment involving personal preferences 
and opinion . The features of each 
make and model typify the engineers' 
and stylists' ideas as to what is me
chanically sound , pleasing to the eye 
and the best way to provide for max
imum passenger comfort and cargo 
capacity. 

Basing a first choice on price, as 
many buyers do, one must weigh the 
worth of those extra-cost options 
against standard equipment, evaluat
ing on the basis of true need rather 
than desire-and if they are worth the 
extra cost in the long run . 

It is interesting to single out the 
individual features of each wagon to 
show the wide selection a potential 
buyer must consider. The Toyota 
Mark II , as tested, was the most com
plete package , with on ly a stereo 
tape deck offered as an option. It 
was also the lightest in weight, had a 
low, 800-lb maximum payload and, 
like the Hornet, was powered by a 
6-cylinder engine. 

The Volare , largest and heaviest 
and the only V-8 powered wagon in 
the test, had the highest horsepower 
and the best convenience options , 
including power seats, windows and 
door locks. Comfort, plenty of power 
and smooth ride and drive were im
pressive . The Hornet Sportabout, 
second only to the Volare on the 
weight scale, had the higher payload 
of the two domestics and got excel
lent gas mileage, bested only by the 
Peugeot, which led the field in this 
category. The Hornet's styling made 
it look longer, lower and more com
pact than the other wagons. Interior 
space, passenger comfort and cargo 
area were adequate. 

The Peugeot had the smallest pis
ton engine, the lowest horsepower, 
and was the only wagon equ ipped 

with a 4-speed manual transmission . 
The Peugeot's fuel economy was the 
best of all the test cars, and it led 
the fi eld in lo ngest usab le cargo 
space and highest payload . 

The Volvo's all-new 4-cylinder en
gine with aluminum crossflow head 
was the only fuel injected power 
plant in the test, and Volvo also was 
exclus ive with 4-wheel disc brakes 
and power-assisted rack and pinion 
steering . The Peugeot, the only other 
vehicle with this type of steering, did 
not have power assist , so its rack 
and pinion system required a bit 
more steering effort , especially at 
lower speeds. Volvo also topped the 
price scale with the most expensive 
base and as-tested price. All of the 
other test wag ons were equipped 
with fron t disc and rear drum brakes, 
folding rear seats and reclining front 
seats. Volvo 's front seat adjustments 
with the lumbar support selector 
were the most comfortable. 

All of the wagons featured top
hinged lift gates with either torsion 
bars or air pistons to ease one-hand-
ed raisi ng . All of the folding rear 
seatback latches were coupled for 
unlocking from either side, with the 
exception of th e Hornet , which re
quired two-han ded operation . The 
Hornet also was the only wagon "-
whose cargo floor ended in a lip that 
required lifting rather than a straight 
slide-in to load. 

Electron ic ig nition systems with 
breakerless distributors that require 
no point or condenser replacement 
were standard on the Volare, Volvo 
and Hornet. 

Mazda 's rotaryengine was very 
smooth and quiet, but improved en
gine mounts, soundproofing and vi
bration dampening of the Volare and 
Toyota in particular made them 
equally smooth and quiet. Engineer
ing improvements to the rotary en
gine have increased reliability and 
gas mileage considerably. Extended 
warran ties , longest in the industry, 
express the maker ' s confidence in 
these improvements. 

Interio rs ran ged from Mazda ' s 
plush-l ike upholstery to either a very 
functional all-vinyl or equally durable 
combinations of fabric and vinyl. Car
go areas were well-finished with pro
tection against scuffing cargo or the 
inter ior itself , and spare tires we re 
stowed either under the vehicle or 
with a minimu m sacrifice of cargo 
area. 

The fuel cri sis and the national 
economy have changed the criteria 
for multipurpose vehicles from large, 
gas-guzzling monsters that owners 
plan ned to trade for new ones every 
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year or so, to smaller, more efficient 
fuel savers, built to be driven longer 
and with less maintenance. Regular 
tune-up, oil change and lubrication 
intervals have been extended over 
the past several years, which helps 
reduce operating costs . The six lux
ury compacts tested span a wide 
range of sizes, weights , engines, load 
capacity, performance, fuel economy 
and optional equipment. The import
ed test wagons are sold with no op
tional engines, but the. Volare is 
available with a 6-cylinder' power 
plant, and the Hornet has a smaller 
six as standard and an optional V-8. 
Automatic transmissions and air con
ditioning , with the exception of the 
Toyota Mark II, are extra-cost options 

PLYMOUTH VOIARE 

on all the test modeis . Basically , 
these 4-door station wagons are pas
sen ger and cargo carr iers, and with 
the exception of a roof rack , there is 
no option to increase either capacity . 
What options to buy is largely a mat
ter of personal choice or need , plus 
the amount one wishes to invest to 
satisfy these needs. 

All of the test wagons , the 
American-built Hornet and Volare , 
the Swedish Volvo, French Peugeot 
and the Japanese Toyota and Mazda, 
meet bot h federal and Cal ifornia 
safety and emission standards. Each 
offers something special that may be 
more attractive in styl ing , pay load , 
fuel economy or performance to the 
individual prospective buyer .• 
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The value of many sma ll 
changes in transform ing the 
character of a line of cars 
has never been better 
illustrated than by the 
greatly improved '76 range 
of Volvos from Sweden 
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Two new engines, and an inside look at a new luxury series 

by Karl Ludvigsen 

V olvo is one of those 
companies that can ' t 
afford to build a bad 
car . I don ' t mean by 
that that there are auto 

makers that set out to make bad 
ones . Rather , the big firms of the 
world have so many car lines and so 
many marques On the market, they 
can survive if they miss the boat for 
a few years on the styling or engi
neering or both On just one of their 
modeis. No so Volvo . The Volvo line 
in the U.S. consists of basically one 
car, with refinementS. (With the ex
ception of the DAF-based Volvo 66, a 
smaller car , it's the same way in Eu
rope , too.) If that one car iSn 't just 
right, Volvo can count on a bad year 
for its Car Division, wh ich accounts 
for 60 percent of its sales volume. 

With that background you can un
derstand why Volvo doesn 't indulge 
in sweeping shakeups of its designs 
every three years. If it has a design 
that works, it's likely to stay w ith il. 
" We must move very slowly and Gau
tiously," admits Ake Nilsson , deputy 
manager of Volvo's Car Div ision . He 
and his assoc iates are· determined to 
ensure that when the changes can 
be made, they are in exactly the right 
direction . This , I believe , they've 
done admirably in the 1976 lineup of 
U.S. Volvos. 

The unchanged aspect of these 
new Volvos is the body shape from 
the firewall back, which is little differ
ent from that of the 144 model that 
was introduced 10 years ago. It of
fers a clean profile that has borne its 
years weil. Blended into this body 

The 1976 Volvos 
Impressions of the new modeis, including the $10,000 wagon 

by Mike Knepper 

I s the U.S. ready for a $10,000 
station wagon? Volvo is COn
vinced it ·is, and to prove it has 
the strength of its corporate 

convictions, you will very shortly be 
able to purchase just such a high
buck wagon at your local Volvo 
store . By model number it is the 
265DL. At $9495 list plus $140 dest i
nation charge, the new V-6 Volvo will 
Soon hold the d istinction of having 
the highest base price of any wagon 
sold in this country . That's a lot of 
money, but it"s a lot of wagon . More 
On that later. 

On the surface, Volvo 's lineup of 
cars for 1976 appears unchanged . 
The ESV-inspired styl ing introduced 
for the 240 series last year has been 
carr ied over for the new modeis . 
However, there is something new if' 

the 4-cylinder Volvos: the 4-cyl inder 
engines. Gone is the rather anemic 
push-rod design, replaced by an al l
new overhead-cam un it. 

JOining the fam iliar 240 series On 
showroom floors this year is a pair of 
new Volvos. The luxury 164 with its 
in-l ine 6-cy li nder engine is gone . 
Now there is the 260 series, and the 
U.S. market will get a 4-door version 
along with that super-wagon men
tioned before . The 260 series carr ies 
the new overhead-cam V-6 engine 
Volvo has jointly developed with Re
nault and Peugeot. 

In profi le the 260 Volvos are indis
t inguishable from the less expensive 
240s. You ' lI have to walk around to 
the front to notice the d ifferent grille 
and headl ight treatments . 

Late last fall I spen t a week in 
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The new overhead-ca m 4-cylinder engine in 
the 240 series is Jed by a Bosch elS Juel 
injection system. 

This is the instrument panel of the 264GL, 
the most expensive Volvo. Functional, but 
not really a luxury car design. 

The velour upholstery of the 264GL is the only 
concession made towards a high-priced image. 

Sweden with examples of all of Vol
vo 's latest otterings . It was much 
more than a simple, "Here they are , 
press people. Want to take some pi c
tures?" kind of press showing. Volvo 
has always been extremely proud of 
its automobiles , and with the two 
newengines and the new 260 series 
cars , that pride has become almost 
boastful. Volvo wanted us to drive 
the cars , and drive them we did, from 
one side of Sweden to the other. 

There may be some folly in pre
senting a collection of U.S . automo
tive journalists a set of maps, point
ing them towards several cars afld 
then turning bot h journalists and 
cars loose on an unsuspecting popu
lace. But never mind all thaI. Volvo 
did it, and the resu lt for me was a 
rather complete indoctrination in 
things Volvo for 1976. 

Although there are 10 "different" 
Volvos ava ilable this year, there are 
really only five basic cars: the 242, 
(2-door sedan), 244 (4-door sedan), 
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and 245 (4-door wagon) , all with the 
new 4-cylinder engine; the V-6-pow
ered 264 (4-door sedan), and the 265 
(4-door wagon). These five cars be
come 10 by virtue of interior trim 
packages and such. There are OLs 
and OLAs, and there are GLs and 
GLAs. It's all a little confusing to try 
to explain. Better you should work it 
all out at a Volvo dealer, where you 
can see the actual cars . 

As expected , the fit and fin ish of 
the cars I drove in Sweden-which 
were U.S. spec cars bound for U .S. 
dealerships-was excellent. Volvos 
may be the epitome of understated 
luxury. A lmost too understated. At 
first glance the dash looks spartan . 
The carpeting is simple, the interior 
trim noth ing to marvei about. " This," 
you likely would say, "is not what the 
inside of a $7000 (or $8000 , or 
$9000, or $10,000) car should look 
like." 

But after spending some time in 
there , you'lI begin to realize that ' s 

Volvo's way . Its cars don ' t have 
those grabber items like simulated 
teak inserts on the g lovebox door, or 
digital c locks, or ankle-high carpet 
pile or molded-in-p lastic scrol! work 
behind the door pulls. You beg in to 
realize (appreciate?) how weil every
thing fits , how comfortable those f3-
mous Volvo seats really are , how 
durable that carpeting must surely be 
and how weil all the controls work . 
(In an era of heater system controis, 
for example, whose complexity rivals 
that of a computer, Volvo has de
vised an exqu is it ely s im p le system . 
You want heat to come out through 
the floor vents , you push a button 
marked "floor, " turn a controi knob 
to " heat" and turn the knob marked 
"fan " to one of three speeds.) 

But all that aside, the big news 
from Volvo this year is the eng ines . 
Both the 4-cyl inder and 6-cylinder 
are new, as I said earlier , and both 
are very welcome changes. A fri end 
of mine used to say, " Volvos don 't 



(but not entirely at home with it) are 
new sloping noses of safety-car deri
vation, fronted by bold and effective 
bumpers . We had the 4-cylinder 
model's new front end in 1975. Now 
the six gets a new look, too , becom
ing the first Volvo with four head
lamps. The sixes with top-Ievel G L 
trim have a chrome-finish grille, wh ile 
those with the DL trfm have black 
grilles. 

Before we get deeper into these 
Volvos, let's review what their desig
nations mean. The firsf of three digits 
(as in 242) stands for the basic de
sign series, which in these cars is 
the 200 series, launched in the U.S. 
in 4-cylinder form last year. The sec
ond digit indicates the number of cyl
inders in the engine, and the third 
the number of doors in the body . 
The 265, for example, is the 200 se
ries, 6-cylinder, 4-door station wag
on. 

Both the 4- and 6-cylinder 200 se
ries Volvos were introduced in Eu-

rope in August , 1974. Both now 
come to the U.S . in full-fledged 
overhead-cam form after an interim 
year in which the older 6-cylinder 
164 was stilloffered and the 240 se
ries cars were equipped with the old 
push-rod 620 eng ine . In 1976 the six 
is no longer 3 inches longer in 
wheelbase than the four . Both ver
sions now share a 104-inch wheel
base and the same basic running 
gear that was found under the 240 
series cars in America in 1975. (Mo
tor Trend tested and described the 
1975 Volvos in the April '75 issue.) 

Now that both the fours and sixes 
have the same underpinnings, it ' s 
worth reviewing what those are . 
They've changed from 15-inch to 14-
inch wheels-tough steel wheels , 
ventilated for cooling-to lower the 
car and also to permit fitting the wid
er range of tires that are made today 
in the more popular 14-inch size. For 
smoother runn ing and better bal
ance, the wheels are centered by the 

hubs rather than the studs. Behind 
those wheels are the fine Volvo 4-
wheel disc brakes, vacuum-boosted . 
To keep that boost at a high level , 
each engine has a separate vacuum 
pump. 

Volvo put belted radial-p ly tires on 
these wheels to increase the " stiff
ness" or qu ickness of the car 's han
dling response . Toward the same 
end, the new chassis was given rack 
and pin ion steering . It's power-assist
ed in all the 260 series cars and in 
the 240 series models with automatic 
transmissions. The steering gear was 
placed just ahead of the new front 
suspension , which is a MacPherson 
strut design that cleared more room 
in the engine compartment and per
mitted an increase in the fore-and-aft 
flexibility or compliance of the sus
pension . 

In planning the 200 ser ies cars , 
Volvo experimented with independent 
rear suspension of the BMW / Merce

continued on page 102 

accelerate , they slowly gather mo
mentum ." When I repeated ',hat little 
homily to a couple of Volvo eng i
neers, they grudingly acknowledged 
the truth , if not the humor , of my 
friend 's statement. But I'm p leased to 
report the new power plants go a 
long way toward rectifying that prob
lem. 

The new 4-cylinder , OHC engine 
does not produce appreciably more 
horsepower than the old push-rod 
uni!: 102 vs 98. It does, however , 
have a dramatically rearranged 
torque curve which makes the 240 
series considerably more responsive 
to the throttle. Not head-snapping 
stuff, mind you , but very pleasant ac
celeration . The 4-cylinder cars I 
drove got off the mark with briskness 
and got up to cruising speed with 
authority. Even the 3-speed automat
ic didn 't seem to sap too much of 
the engine's vig or. (All 4-speed Vol
vos, by the way, can be ordered with 
an electric overdrive, which I strongly 
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des-Benz type but stayed with a live 
axle, because it provided a constant 
rear track and less of a tendency to 
switch to tail-slid ing oversteer at its 
cornering limits. Volvo sought to tune 
the 200 series chassis toward under
steer in all cornering conditions , 
even arranging the rear-axle locating 
links so they'd add to the roll under
steer when the load in the extreme 
rear of the car was increased . Anti
roll bars are fitted at both fro nt and 
rear. 

Heavy surgery was natu rally re 
quired to adapt the new front sus
pension to the exist ing Volvo body. It 
was appropriate to both engines, be
cause the four and the six weigh 
about the same: 340 pounds. This is 
a tribute to the lightweight design of 
the six . Its 2673-cc displacement (88 
x 73 mm) is 25 percent larger in 
swept volume than the four . Known 
as the B27 by Volvo , the 90-degree 
V-6 is made at Dourvrin, France, in a 
factory operated jointl y by Peugeot, 
Renault and Volvo. Thus nicknamed 
the "PRV" engine, it's used by Peug
eot in the new rear-dr ive 604 and by 
Renault in its luxury front-drive R30. 
All of these are expected to come to 
the U.S . with induction and emis
sions systems developed by Volvo , 
which was the first to put this PRV 
engine on the market in Europe and 
will be the first to do so in the U.S. 
as weil . 

The PRV engine owes its lightness 
to compact design and the use of 

recommend.) The automatic , by the 
way , is a new design which sh ifts 
with much more precision, and the 
gearing seems to be just right for the 
new engine. If you were put off in 
the past by the performance of the 
4-cylinder and automat ic combina
tion , you owe it to yourself to try this 
new combo . 

So the 240 series cars are basically 
the same with improved engi nes and 
transmissions. That makes the new 
260 series cars Volvo 's newsmakers. 
Understand going in that these two 
cars-the sedan and the wagon-are 
expensive luxury cars. But remember 
that understated luxury in the 240 se
ries? Weil, it's certainly with us in the 
260 series, and for all the same rea
sons. 

The wagon has a base price of 
$9495; the 4-door sedan is $9895 . 
Both are standard with air condit ion
ing, power windows, power-assisted 
brakes and steering , and bnted glass. 
Upholstery is ei ther '·Ieather-like " vi
nyl or velour, w ith the velour certain
ly getting the nod for looks. 

The 260 series cars have a new 
front end treatment which happily 
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aluminum for all its main compo
nents, includin g the cyl inder block 
(with wet cylinder liners), the crank
case and the heads. It has shallow 
hemispherical combustion chambers 
with inclined overhead valves opened 
by rocker arms from a single over
head cam driven by chains at the 
front of the block. The wide vee an
gle frees plenty of room between the 
cylinder banks for the complex-Iook
ing pipework of the Bosch K-Jetronic 
fuel injection system . 

Tuned for smoothness and torque 
rather than peak power , the B27 
reaches its maximum output at 5500 
rpm . It' s rated at 125 net norsepower 
except in California, where an Engel
hard catalyst cuts that figure to 121 
bhp. Peak torque for federal cars is 
150 Ib / tt at 2750 rpm , and on ly 2 
Ib / tt less in California. This is the 
same torque as the old and larger 
in- line B30 6-cylinder offered in the 
164, and only 5 horsepower less in a 
car that, thanks to the aluminum en
gine, is significantly lighter. 

The strongest competition for the 
B27 V-6 is Volvo ' s own new B21 
four. In 1971 Volvo decided to build 
a completely new plant for making 
4-cylinder engines. Since the plant 
was new, the engine could be, too . 
The basic design features of the con
necting rods and crankshaft we re 
carried over, but otherwise the big
ger 2127-cc B21 (92 x 80 mm) differs 
greatly from the push-rod B20 four. 

A key objective was to get more 

abandons the slope-nosed ESV look 
of the 240s. 

As with the new 4-cylinder, the V-6 
engine's forte is not increased horse
power. In fact, at 125 SAE net horse
power, the new engine is rated 5 hp 
lower than the old in-line six . Again , 
it's torque be!ter spread along the 
power band. Both the sedan and 
wagon move off with vigor and will 
cruise easily at 100 mph. 

At first you can spot very little that 
would seem to warrant the much 
higher price tag the 260 series car
ries. But start adding up those stand
ard "extras" and then throw in that 
V-6, and it starts to make sense. 

Now comes the really subjective 
part of this piece. Since the passing 
of the Volvo 122S, I have bemoaned 
the lack of performance in Volvos. I 
have also noted with regret Volvo 's 
very obvious marketing scheme to 
take its cars out of the performance
image/ enthusiasl-driver market and 
slide them in to the high-priced 
luxury-car class. l1"s too bad, be
cause Volvos hand le and brake with 
the best the world automotive market 
has to offer in sedans . And now 

A cutaway view of the new 4-cylinder 
shows the cross-flow head d esign and the 
overhead cam. 

Volvo worked with Renault and 
Peugeot ta develop this new OHC V-6 . 

there is some performance gain to 
enchance the picture. But Volvo has 
decided on its market niche and is 
going af ter it in asedate tooth-and
nail man ner. 

As for the 265 wagon: Volvo will 
import only a relatively few this year 
and will undoubtedly have little trou
ble selling them . There's enough 
snob appeal in a wagon worth lOGs 
to move a few thousand of them . 
Add lo that Ihe number that will be 
sold to discerning buyers who under
stand what a Volvo is all about, and 
you have instant waiting lines at the 
showroom. Is Ihe U.S. ready .for a 
$10,000 station wagon? You decide . 

I may personally feel Volvo is domg 
itself a disservice by not selling its 
cars, or at least a portion of them . to 
discriminating enthusiasls on the 
cars ' performance merits. And I may 
th ink Volvo ' s designers could do 
something with that stark dashboard 
and inlerior w hile still maintaining 
high quality. Those are personal pre
ferences, and you may see things 
altogether differently. But one thing 
I'm sure we 'II agree on. Volvo is still 
building very good cars . • 



r 
I 

l 

torque with an enlarged displacement 
and , at that higher torque, improve 
the reliability . All imaginable forms of 
combustion chambers and valve gear 
were studied , but none were found 
that offered a real advantage . Volvo 
concluded that, " Our old bathtub 
was as good as anything ." (Some 
Volvo engineers admit to liking the 
4-valve , twin-overhead-cam layout , 
which is now being tested on the 
B21 block , but it would have been 
too costly for a Volvo sedan.) The 
valves remain in-line , under a 
single-overhead-camshaft driven by a 
cogged rubber belt. This is enclosed 
by a die-cast aluminum shroud to 
keep out the small stones that can 
critically wound a rubber belt. 

Between the cam lobes and the 
val ves of the B21 are cup-type tap
pets that have thick removable shims 
in their upper surfaces , rubbed by 
the cams . Tappets of this design 
have been used in Fiat engines for 
some time; and I was under the im
pression that they were covered by a 
Fiat patent. So was Volvo , but that 
wqsn 't the case. Still , Volvo consult
ed with Fiat on the details of the de
sign, which is also used by the Audi 
Fox and VW Dasher and Rabbit en
gines. Volvo even used the same tap
pet diameters as Fiat, not because 
they couldn ' t think for themselves, 
but because this would create a larg
er market for cold-extruded tappets 
of a certain size that would attract 
more suppliers and help keep the 
price down. Tha1's the way you have 
to think if, like Volvo , your plant and 
volume aren 't big enough to make all 
the parts you need yourself . 

New to Volvo-built engines is the 
B21 's aluminum cylinder head. It has 
a cross-flow layout, with inlet ports 
on the left and exhausts on the right. 
To lower the engine slightly and to 

make room for induction equipment 
on the lett side, i1's inclined to the 
right by 10 degrees. The space that 
makes is weil filled in the U.S. ver
sions by a high , 4-branch aluminum 
intake manifold and , below that , the 
big updratt air-flow sensor of the fuel 
injection system. Like its sister six , 
this four has a transistorized ignit ion 
system. 

Volvo developed the B21 to be 
dead rel iable at speeds of up to 6500 
rpm and could have tuned it to its 
peak power at 6000 rpm . But the en
gineers didn 't do so , principally be
cause an eng ine 's noise output rises 
sh arp ly as its speed increases. In 
federalized trim the B21 del ivers 102 
bhp at 5200 rpm and 3 horsepower 
less in California . At 2500 rpm the 
maximum torque of 114 Ib / tt is de
veloped , but this is only the gentie 
peak of a very flat , full torque curve. 

In the American market these en
gines are ottered with a 4-speed 
manual transmission . An electrically 
operated overdrive on top gear only 
is standard with the sixes and option
al with the fours . Optional with either 
engine is a 3-speed automatic trans
mission from England, the Type 55 
Borg-Warner. Th is uses m u Iti-d isc 
clutches instead of bands to make its 
internai gear changes, giving shifts 
that are much smoother than those 
of the older Type 35, vet no less pos
itive. 

That completes the list of the main 
changes that bring Volvos into the 
new " 200" era. l1's a notable list, for 
it contains many items that are au
thentic product improvements , not 
cost-cutting measures masquerading 
as improvements. Many people have 
come to expect that Volvo will make 
its cars a little bit better every year. 
They won 't be disappointed by what 
they find in 1976 . • 
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