




In the beginning . .. 

. . . or, more accurately, six 
years later, in 1933, it is 
recorded that a discussion 
took place regarding the basic 
design if the Volw body. 
Since the company's inception 
in 1927, Volws had changed 
little in their '1unaional" 
appearance. There were those 
who felt the cars should be 
made more up-to-date-that 

each year's model should ap
peal to the modern mania for 
newness and flash. And there 
were those at Volw who be
lieved it wasn't fair to force 
customers to exchange superb 
machines ewry season just for 

the sake if being trendy. 
A glance at the Volw 

240 Series should tell you 
instantly which viewpoint 
prevailed. 

Apart from same stream
lining, the basic design if the 

240 has been with us for 
quite same time. In terms if 
its performance, durability, 
safety, comfort, and re
liability, howewr, it's been 
steadily improving. That's 
why, when you look at a 

Volw, you recognize it, not 
for its appearance, but b(rause 
it remains the unquestioned 
standard for quality and ex
cellence. That hasn't changed, 
either- and neu:r will. 

Beauty may be only skin 
deep, but quaIity cuts to the 
core. At Volw, we'w known 
that longer than any other ear 
manufaaurer in the world. 



The Volvo Philosophy 

At VolwJ it's always been 
our beliej thatJ when you buy 
a car, youjre buying the com
pany that built itJ too. AndJ 
since our goal is total cus
tomer satis/action Jour job 
isnJt over when you drive out 
of the showroom. You jre our 
customer for as long as you 
own your car. It is our inten
tion to insure that you will 
be as pleased with your Volw 
on your last day of ownership 
as you will be on your first. 

Toward this endJ Volw 
has created a pair of powerful 
tooIs. Each complements the 
other: both are designed to 
render your driving experience 
virtually worry-free: our 
three-year, unIimited mileageJ 
limited warranty;* and one 
of the most comprehensive road 
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service programs in the auto
motive industry-Volvo On 
Call.sMt 

As generations of car 
owners have sadly discoveredJ 
warranties are too often 
shrouded in mystery. Their 
tenns seem shadouy and 
vague; and the problems they 
do address invariably appear 
after coverage has elapsed. 

Our three-year, unIimited 
mileageJ limited warranty is 
designed to eliminate these 
difficulties. Coverage is both 
wide-ranging and specific. 
And it extends beyond the 
initialJ working-out-the-bugs 
period into the real lift of 
your Volw. 

WeJ ve tried to include all 
the troublesome difficulties 
that dewlop within the lift
time of mm the finest cars: 

o Minor repairs and ad
justments to factory fittings 
and parts should they be nec
essary. Most can be dealt 

with in the course of the tra
ditionaI 600-1200 mile 
(l000-2000 km) inspection 
period. But fine machines can 
be unprediaable. So weJve ex
tended the inspection period to 
a full six monthsJ and 
10J OOO miles (l6JOOO km). 

o Few car makers rffer the 
kind of corrosion coverage that 
Volw does. We warrant thatJ 
for three years J the painted 
body panels of your Volw 
will remain free of surface 
corrosion. Further, it will be 
devoid of body section perfora
tion for no fewer than five 
years. AndJ this year, weJve 
extended our protection 
against rust-related struaural 
damage to eight years. Of 
coursej all three forms of cor
rosion coverage are for un
limited mileage. 

• WeJ Il repair or replace 
any seat belt system sufforing 
from workmanship or mate
rial-related defects -regardless 
of mileage-for up to five 
years. Nothing demonstrates 
our commitment to safety 
more plainly than that. 

o Our emission controI sys
tems and genuine Volw re
placement parts also have 
strong warranties. 

Volwj comprehensive war
rant y reflects our ongoing de
wtion to the improvement and 
dewlopment of our produa. 
Every year, in large ways 
and smallJ we build them a 
little bit better. And our ded
ication to service means thatJ 
for as long as you keep your 
VolwJ weJll be there for 
you-every step of the way. 

A road assistance program 
isnJt something youJd nor
mally associate with a car 
company. A three-year prom
ise to bail you out of troubleJ 

wherever and whenever you 
break down? Now thatj 
something special. 

And that's exactly what 
Volw On Call is designed to 
do. WeJve created a plan 
providing active protection J 

24 hours a day. By antic
ipating worst-case scenariosJ 
and planning for them in 
advanceJ Volw On Call will 
give you a sense of security 
whenever you travel by car. 
There will not be any out-of
pocket expenses for towingJ or 
warrantable breakdowns. 

We think you J Il appreciate 
the features it provides: 

o When you dial Volw On 
Callj toll-free emergenry road 
service number, no matter 



where you are, a represent
atiw will immediately assist 
you. If you can still driw 
your ear, your call will be 
connected to the nearest Volw 
dealer (so that you can dis
cuss the problem with a fac
tory-trained technician J. If 
not, a tow truck will be dis
patched, and you 'Il be taken 
to the closest dealer (or affili
ated garage J at no cost (or 
anywhere else, though you'll 
be billed for towing costs 
beyond a 10-mile limit J. 
And, if you're suffering from 
a minor difficulty, such as a 
flat tire or a blown fuse, it' Il 
be fixed on the spot. 

• In the event rf a war
rantable breakdown or an 

accident more than 15 O miles 
from home, Volw On Call 
will reimburse you and your 
passen ger for such costs as 
flod, lodging and ear 
rentals , as weIl as commercial 
transportation, for up to 72 
hours after the incident oc
curs. (The service is limited to 
$250 for each rf two 
people.J** 

· If you lock your keys in 
your ear, you' Il be reimbursed 
for a locksmith's services, for 
up to $100. If you lose your 
keys an{i someone drops them 
in a mailbox, we'll post them 
back to you. 

. If your wallet is stolen 
or lost more than 100 miles 
from home, you'll be able to 
get an emergency cash ad
vance rf $100 through West
ern Union . 

• Volw On Call also 
provicks a $5000 reward for 

information leading to the ar
rest and conviaion rf the per
petrators, should your Volw 
be stolen. You' Il receiw a 
winchw decal attesting to 
that fact-itself an excellent 
deterrent. 

• Volw On Call also rffers 
ways rf improving the 
quaIity rf your trip when you 
wyage by road . .. our trip 
routing service will provide 
maps, clearly marked with 
either rapid or scenic routes, 
for the continental U. S. , 
Canada, and Mexico. Along 
with trawl planning sugges
tions, you'll receiwa check 
list rf things to do before 
starting out, and a person
alized trawl journal and 
ledger-ideal for recording 
expenses. 

• Completing the package: 
a 24-hour, toll-free trawl 
service number, for booking 
air reservations, both domestic 
and international, reserving 
rooms and renting cars; per
sonalized luggage tags and 
key chains; and even rffers rf 
world-wide vacation tour 
packages, featuring substan
tiaI savings on numerous 
trawl plans. 

We think you' Il agree 
that, even for an automobil e 
company like Volw, this is a 
remarkable program. Yet it 
represents no more than pride 
in a well-made produa, and 
a philosophy that considers 
total customer satis/action to 
be our first andforemost goal. 

The highest expression rf 
the Volw philosophy isn't, rf 
course, our warranty or our 
road service program but, 
rather the excellence rf our 

automobiles . We beliew that 
the 1987 Volws are the finest 
automobiles we' w eter 

produced. 
Of course, we say that 

ewry year. And ewry year it's 
true. 

tOn Call is a service mark of Volvo 
North America Corfloration; the 
program is administered by Amoco 
Motor Club. PlectSe see our On 
Call booklet for detctils cmd lilli
itations on benefits . 

'" P lease eonsult Mir Warrcmty Infor
fIlation booklet for detaits . 

U Residents of the State of New York 
are not wvered by the trip inter
ruption seetioll of the Volvo On 
Call program becctllse of New York 
State Law. New York m"ident 
mvners are eligible for all other 
Volvo On Cc"l benefits . If et Volvo 
has trouble in New York and the 
owners live outside the State, the 
trip intermfltion flrovision of On 
Call is available to them becallJe 
they would be filing for reimbltrse
ment outside the State of New 
York . 
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The 240 DL Sedan: Evetything you take for granted in a Volvo . .. at a price you'd never expect. 

Over the years, we've come to 
stand for some very specific 
automotive values. N o matter 
the model, regardless of the 
number and variety of accesso
ries, if its a Volw, you know 
that it har been designed 
with quaiity, safety, du
rability, handling, comfort, 
and value for the money-ar 
primary considerations. More 
than anything else, these are 
the building blocks on which 
our reputation is bared. And 
they're partieulady evident in 
the 240 DL sedan and wagon. 

Though the 240 DL 
might be considered our "bare}} 
model, it har everything you'd 
expect to flnd in an auto
mobile of high quaiity. This 
year, in faet, we've added 
standard equipment, includ-
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ing an M47 5-speed manual 
transmission (to coax the most 
from the responsive B230F 
engine) and, in the wagon, a 
removable fold-doum rear seat 
cushion, for an important ex
tra measure of load length. 

For many drivers , the 
240 DL sedan isn't just 
their flrst Volw-its their 
flrst ear. That makes a lot of 
sense, too. In a world of fads 
and parsing /ancies, the Volw 
240 DL sedan represents an 
ongoing tradition of excel
lence; and, when you're flrst 
pushing off into the uncertain 
waters of ear ownership, you 

want a product upon which 
you know you can depend. 

The 240 DU depen
dability draws its strength 
from the barics. The three
point inertia reel belts and 
rear center lap belt are but 
the most visible examples if a 
ear engineered and built with 
safety in mind. Extensive use 
of galvanized steel and 
Zincrometal®* and thick 
anti corrosion treatments, 
suggest our commitment to 
your cars longevity. The elec
trically-heated front seats are 
individually adjustable 
through a wide range of posi
tions, allowing both front 
parsengers a maximum level 
of comfort. And all the other 
engineering features are de
signed to work together to 
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The 240 DL Wagon: A station wagon needn't be a burden to earry one. 

help insure that the ear will 
respond precisely and predic
tably-no matter the driving 
situation. 

Same of the standard 
equipment -the autornatic 
headlamp turn-off the timer 
on the rear-window defogger, 
and the engine compartment 
light, for example-may sur
prise you. You don't expect 
that kind of forethought and 
detailing in so affordable a 
ear. But at Volw, quaiity 
has never been-and never 
will be-a matter of money. 

Besides, a first experience 
can influenee all those to fol
low. And if the Volw 240 
DL is indeed your first, we 
want it to be special. 

The 240 DL wagon is a 
no-nonsense utility whicle 

that blends the sedans high 
peiformance and maneu
wrability with a generOUJ 
cargo compartment. Nor need 
you worry about your pas
sengerJ-large or small-when 
you're carrying afu1110ad: 
the 240 DL wagons design 
reflectJ Volws traditional 
concern for safety. 

The 240 DL wagons 
length and width are identi
cal to thoJe of the sedan, as 
are the engineering and 
ergonomic advantages. Yet the 
multi-uJe cargo compartment 
proves a model of flexible 
function. The 76 cubic 

feet ( 2. 2m' ) of storage 
Jpace- with loctd length 
extended, this year, to fully 
77 'I:! inches ( 19 7 cm) when 
the rear seat cushion is re
moved- fecltures half a dozen 
tie-down rings , a locking 
storage com/Jartment beneath 
the floar, and even a second 
dome light. This generollJ 
s/klee is easily acceJJed via a 
tailgate almost as wide cmd 
high as the interior itJelf. 

wr drm't think you should 
have to trade comfort for con
venience. So all the amenities 
found in the Jedan appear 
in the wagon, too. 

The serieJ 240 DL Jedan 
and wagon. Who JClYJ you 
can't have it all on a budget? 

'" Zincrometal is aregistered trade
mark o/ the Dialllond Shmllrock 
Corporation. 
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Standard Equipment: 240 DL Sedan and Wagon 

Engineering Features Front spoiler Electric rear window defroster Armrest pass-through to Interior light delay to assist 
2.3 litre, four-cylinder gas- 5 MPH bumpers (8 km/h) with timer trunk on sedans you in finding ignition, 

oline engine Halogen high and low beam Integral front side window Warning buzzer for head- etc. 
LH:f etronic fuel injection headlights with semi- defoggers lights, key, seat belts High-mounted rear brake 
Electronic ignition system sealed beams Intermittent cyde on the front Illuminated, lockable glwe light 

with spark advance and windshield wipers box with vanity mirror Spare wheel crwer 
knock sensor Product Features Rear fog lights* Doar panel storage pockets 

Wagons haw in addition: 
5 -speed manual transmission Cloth upholstery on sedans; Four three-point, inertia reel Instruments: 120 mph (220 

Rear window wiper/washer 
Power-assisted four-wheel disc vinyl on wagons seat belts; one lap belt for km/h) speedometer, 

with intermittent cyde for 
brakes Tinted windows, with dark rear-center passenger odmneter, trip odmneter, 

mist 
Power-assisted rack and tint band along the top of Adjustable front bucket seats quartz crystal dock, fuel 

Cargo tie-down rings 
pinion steering the windshield Adjustable lumbar support on gauge, temperature gauge 

Lockable storage campartment 
Low-rolling resistance, Dual, anti-glare out side front seats Luggagelcargo campartment 

beneath the cargo area 
14-inch steel-belted radial murors Heated front seats with on/off light 

floar 
tires Air conditioning switches Engine campartment light 

Removable rear seat cushion 
Centrally controlled cWor Headlights switch off auto-

locking system including matically when the igni-
tailgate or trunk tion is turned off 
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Accessories 

A complete line rf accessories 
is available to help you per
sonalize your Volw 240 DL. 
The items shown and listed 
on this page are only a few rf 
our most popular items. 
Please consult your Volw 
dealer for detailed informa
tion concerning additional 
accessones . 

Available accessories include: 
RoafRacks 

Roof Rack: Available in stainless 
steel or chip-resistant black finish. 
Adds increased flexibility to yot/r 
wagons load carrying ahlity. Load 
limit-110 /bs. (50 kg). 

Audio Equipment 
Power Antenna 
Cruise ControI 
Limited Slip Differential 
F loor Mats and Trays 

Thermo-Plastic Mats: Contoured for 
exact fit , with a raised barder and 
waffle pattern to trap dirt, water and 
snow. Set indudes front and rear in 
colors to match your Volvos interior. 

Power Wint:hws 
Power Mirrors 
Anti-theft Alarm 
Load Leveling Systems 

Gas Shock Absorber Kits 
Front Fog Lights 
Load Carrying Systems 
Ski Racks 
Alloy Wheels 
Lockable Wheel N uts 
Lockable Gas Cap 
Headrest Cowrs 
Sheepskin Seat Cowrs 

Sheepskin Seat Covers: Availab/e in 
three ealors to comp/ement Y01lr Volvos 
in/erior. Prodllced from the highest 
qua/ity skins. Cool in Slllll1ner, warm 
in winter. Natura/, BIlIe/Grey, or 
Black. 

Rear Head Restraints 
Leather Steering Wheel ' 
Leather Manual Shift Boat 
Auxiliary Seats 

Cargo Area Security Cowr 
Child Safety Cushion/ 

Backrest 

Child Cmhion with Backrest: Both 
sectians are availab/e separcltely. E/e
vates child to proper height for me of 
standard seat belts. ConSlllt YOllr 
Vo/vo dealer for proper fittings. 

Cargo Guard 
Cargo Mats 
Car Care ltems 
Touch Up Paints 
Coin Console 
Adjustable Map Lights 
Transmission Oil Coaler 

Ambient Temperature Gauge 
Fuel Economy Gauge 
Oil Pressure Gauge 
Tachometers 
Voltmeter 
Battery Warmer 
Block Heaters 
Side Winduw Wind 

Deflectors 
Trailer Hitch 

Trcliler Hitch: Attaches permanent/y 
to car frallle for mClX/lIImlt sll'mgth. 
Ball cmd dmw bar are relllol/ab/e for 
storage when 110t in me. Max/lltliIIl 
capacity is 3300 /bs. (7 500 kg). 
p lease ear/Sltlt Y01lr oumer's IlIClnIICt! 
before towing with a Vo/vo . 

Ski Tunnel Proteaive Cowr 
Travel Kit 

*SlIbject to state and loca//aws. 
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The 240 BL Sedan: Just because a ear looks as though it would go weil with a pin-striped suit, it needn't be obvious or stuff,. 

The Volw 240 GL sedan 
and wagon represent a dis
tinet step up in terms of lux
ury and c()!nfort. Building 
upon all the fundamental en
gineering qualities found in 
the 240 DLsJ the 240 GLs 
evince those inimitable touches 
of elegance and style youJd 
expe4 of so distinguished an 
automobile. Whether your 
preference is for the handsome 
sedan J or the no less lux
urious wagonJ the 240 GL 
envelops you in an unforgetta
ble cocoon of c()!nfort and 
conventence. 

Externall)', the 240 GL 
sedan reu:als a degree of ele-
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gance that also enhances its 
aerodynamic properties . The 
rounded shape of the hood 
and rear decklidJ the trimly 
tapering mirrors J c()!nbine 
with its detailing to give the 
240 GL its unique style. 

But it's inside that the 
240 GL truly reu:als its 
qualities. Being a VolwJ of 
coursej these qualities have 
more to do with our engineer
ing ability than our inclina
tion for interior decoration. 
Consider our front seats. The 
resilient polyurethane foam 

provides unparalleled 
orthopedic support while en
abling the seats to retain 
their physical properties year 
after year,' the front edge is 
deliberately softer than the 
back J to promote circulation 
in your legs,' and the ad
justable lumbar support con
tributes to your long-distance 
driving c()!nfort. 

Of coursej the total pack
age is rather upscale. There's 
the plush velour upholstery 
( leather on the wagon)J as 
inviting as it is sublime,' and 
such seductive appointments as 
a sunroof with a pop-up 
wind defleaor, to preserve the 





The 240 BL Wagon: If a fundamental aspect of luxury is convenience, the 240 BL wagon is luxury's definition. 

quiet of the interior; and air 
conditioning, rear winciJJw 
demister, power winthws, 
centrallocking, distinctive 
25-spoke alloy wheels and 
meta/lic paint-to name 
just a few. 

As we've point ed out, 
you'!l find all of this in the 
240 GL wagon as weil. * 
It's so luxunous, in faet, that 
we like to think of it as a 
luxury ear that just happens 
to be a wagon. 

Considering the deep, low 
trunk of the 240 GL sedan, 
the comparison isn't that 
far-fetched. In the wagon, 
however; the "trunk" rffers an 
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extraordinary 76 cubic feet 
( 2. 2m3 ) of space-remarkable 
for a utility vehicle of its size. 
Present are all the 240 Dil 
features, including a floor set 
low (for easier loading), and 
a durable, color-coordinated 
carpet, to protect more delicate 
loads. You'!l find, too, a 
special child saftty lock, 
which prevents internal open
ing of the tailgate, and a 
rear wiper/washer, featuring 
an intermittent rycle for fine 
mist. Small considerations, 

perhaps-until you find that 
you need them. 

Here, too, you 'Il find the 
critical components of dynamie 
and crash saftty, the protec
tion against rust and corro
sion, and the smooth engine 
and responsive transmission, 
that distinguish all Volws
and are perhaps appreciated 
just a bit more in a wagon. 

The Volw 240 GLs rep
resent a remarkable and 
seamless marriage of lux
urious comfort and care/ully 
thought-out engineeYing. Both 
set a standard of excellence for 
luxury sedans and wagons. 

* Except the sunroof 





Standard Equipment: 240 BL Sedan and Wagon 

Engineering Features 5 MPH bumpers (8 km/h) Electric rear windmu defroster Armrest pass-through to Interior light delay to assist 
2.3 litre, four-cylinder gas- Halogen high and low beam with timer trunk on sedans you in finding ignition, 

oline engine headlights, semi-sealed Integral front side window Warning buzzer for head- etc. 
LH-}etronic fuel injection beams defoggers lights, key, seat belts High-mounted rear brake 
Electronic ignition system Intermittent cycle on the front Iltuminated, lockable glove light 

with spark advance and PlOduct Features windshield wipers box with vanity mirror Spare wheel aJVer 
knock sensor Plush wlour upholstery on Rear fog lights* Front door panel storage 

Wagons haw in addition: 
4-speed automatic transmis- sedans; leather on wagons Four three-point, inertia reel pockets 

Rear window wiper/washer 
sion with overdriw Sliding steel sunroof with seat belts; one lap belt for Instruments: 120 mph (220 

with intermittent cycle for 
Power-assisted four-wheel disc pop-up wind deflector rear-center passenger km/h) speedorneter, 

mist 
brakes Power front and rear Adjustable front bucket seats odometer, trip odometer, 

Cargo tie-down rings 
Power-assisted rack and windows Adjustable lumbar support on quartz crystal clock, fuel 

Lockable storage compartment 
pinion steering Tinted windows, with dark front seats gauge, temperature gauge, 

beneath the cargo area 
Low-rolting resistance, tint band along the top of Heated front seats with on/off tachometer 

floor 
14-inch steel-belted radial the windshield switches Luggage/cargo compartment 

Removable rear seat cushion 
tires Air conditioning light 

Front spoiler Centralt y controlted door Engine compartment light 
locking system including Headlights switch off auto-
tailgate or trunk maticalty when the igni-

Dual, anti-glare out side tion is turned off 
mlrrors 
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Accessories 
A complete line of accessrmes 
is available to help you per
sonalize your Volw 240 GL. 
The items shoum and listed 
on this page are only a few of 
our most popular items. 
P lease consult your Volw 
dealer for detailed informa
tion concerning additional 
accessortes . 

Available accessrmes include: 
Audio Equipment 

CR 4123-AM/FM Stereo Cassette 
Receiver: Digital quartz frequemy 
synthesized tuning, with precise 
operation of the auto-reverse cassette 
deek.Features indude.· 10 radio presets, 
dynamie noise reduetion and more. 

POUler Antenna 
Limited Slip Differential 

POUler Mirrors 
Anti-theft Alarm 
Load Lewling Systems 
Front Fog Lights 

Fog Lamps: Clear lens, halogen 
lamps eut through bad weather with
out refleetive glare. 

Gas Shock Absorber Kits 
RoofRacks 
Load Carrying SyStems 
Ski Racks 
Special Fiw-Spoke Alloy 

Wheels 
Lockable Wheel Nuts 

Sunroof Wind Deflector: Helps eut 
glare and reduee wind noise. Con
strueted of a tough , serateh-resistant 
plexiglass; available in smoke, blue, 
green, and eopper. 

Lockable Gas Cap 
Sheepskin Seat Cowrs 
Headrest Cowrs 
Rear Head Restraints 
Leather Steering Wheel 
Auxiliary Seats 

At/xiliary Seat.' Available in beige or 
black. Allows two additional pas
sengers (88 Ibs./40 kg) to sit in 
eomfort. Folds down when not in lISe. 

Leather Manual Shift Boot 
Child Safety Cushion/ 

Backrest 

Cargo Area Security Cowr 
Cargo Guard 
F loor Mats and Trays 

PIt/sh Floor Mats.' 100% nylon mats 
are CllStom designed. Complete set of 
front and rear mats are available in 
eomplementary eolors to match your 
Volvo's interior. 

Trailer Hitch 
Cargo Mats 
Car Care ltems 
Touch Up Paints 
Coin Console 
Adjustable Map Lights 

Transmission Oil Cool er 
Ambient Temperature Gauge 
Fuel Economy Gauge 
Oil Pressure Gauge 
Voltmeter 
Battery Warmer 
Block Heaters 
Cruise ControI 

Cmise Control.- All controls are bltilt 
into the tt/m indieator wand for fin 
ger-tip operation . System is fully 
integrated. 

Side Window Wind 
Deflectors 

Ski Tunnel Protectiw Cowr 
Trawl Kit 

*Subjeet to state and loeallaws. 
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If there is a single overriding 
principle at work behind all 
ofVolws engineering efforts, 
its reliability. Ewry effort is 
made to insure that each of 
our whicles will remain de
pendably at the peak of its 
capabilities-that, during the 
lift of your car, you'll visit 
the repair shop only for 
periodic maintenance. 
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With this in mind, we'w 
evalved a sophisticated system 
of quaIity control, based on a 
pre-determined lewl of re
liability. Once \-Vlws design
ers and engineers haw 
jinalized their overall re
quirements for a giwn model, 
standards for each of its sepa
rate systems and parts are set. 
Thus, a high degree of 
quaIity is actually designed 
into ewry \-Vlw before con
struction begins. 

Power-assisted four-wheel 

disc brakes allow high re

sistance to brake fade during 

panic stops and help main

tain braking effecliveness in 

the rain. 

Of course, reality dictates 
that a sophisticated machine 
requires maintenance. But 
we'w planned for that. The 
imperatiws of rational main
tenance strongly influence the 
design of all \-Vlws -which 
means, quite simply, that 
the/re relatiwly eary to serv
ice. Thats an important as
peet of quaIity, too. 

You're about to discover a 
great deal about what makes 
\-Vlws the acclaimed marvels -
of engineering that they are. 
What can't be shown is this 
critical system of quaIity de
sign. Yet it underlies each 
and ewry aspeet of what our 
engineers and designers do. 
You' Il sense it immediately 
when you get behind the 
wheel. 

Dynamic Safety 

One of the most critical-and 
difficult -aspeets of automotiw 
engineering is dynamic safety. 
Simply put, dynamic safety 
means insuring that your 
\-Vlw is designed to behaw 
predictably in ewry sort of 
driving situation. If you 'w 
ewr experienced the loss of a 
cars normal handling ca
pabilities on a slick street or 
a sharp turn, you' Il doubtless 
appreciate the importance of 
this fimction. 
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\-Vlwj efforts in the de
wlopment rf dynamie safety 
systems haw resulted in three 
NHTSA (National High
way Traffic Safety Admin
istration) Safety Awards for 
Engineering Excellence-efforts 
that haw made "an actiw 
contribution to a higher lewl 
rf road safety." 

How does dynamie safety 
work? \-Vlw has a number rf 
different systems in place, each 

meant to deal with separate 
driving conditions: 

On slippery roads, when 
fiction is poor, itj essentiaI 
that you be able to steer and 
brake effectiwly. \-Vlwj rear 
wheel suspension system is de
signed to maintain a consist
ent distance between the 
wheels, and their angle rela
tiw to the road-a circum
stance critical to solid road 

Volvo's dual triangular·split 

brake circuits serve both 

front wheels and one rear 

whee/. With one circuit out 

approximately 80% of full 

braking force is maintained. 

holding. Dur power-assisted, 
rack and pinion steering
extremely well-balanced and 
precise-allows you to sense the 
carj reactions. Both 240 se
dans and wagons haw a re
markably tight, 32-foot, 
2 -inch (9. 8m) turning cir
de. A design feature which 
provides outstanding 
maneuwrability. 

The collapsible steering col· 

umn is designed to offer 

several stages of protection 

to help minimize injury. 

If you haw to take quick 
evasiw action, such as a sud
den, rapid lane change, your 
Volw is designed to let you do 
so without excessiw roll, 
skid, or loss rf road contact. 
Since a slight delay be/ore a 
ear reacts to steering com
mands is inevitable, we'w 
tried to make that delayas 
consistent as possible. And the 
wheel suspension, shocks, sta-

bilizers, tires, ewn the tor
sionally stiff body, can 
accommodate sudden dramatic 
shifts without affecting your 
contro!. 

We' w all taken corners a 
little too fast -only to discowr 
that the turn is sharper than 
we' d anticipated. When this 
happens in a Volw, all the 
chassis systems, induding the 
brakes, suspension, and steer
ing work together to keep you 
in contro!. 

Consistent braking-on a 
long, downhill slope, say
especially when carrying or 
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pulling a heary loadJ gener
ates a great deal of heat. 
UJlwj asbestos-free pads are 
designed to withstand high 
temperatures while maintain
ing friction. Moreour, our 
high quaIity brake fluid re
sists vaporizationJ eren when 
water get s into the braking 
system. 

A sudden J hard stop often 
results in the locking of the 

/8 

rear wheels and a loss of road 
griPJ rendering the ear impos
sible to steer. To prerent this 
dangerous occurrenceJ the 240s 
feature a special relief valveJ 
which helps insure that the 
braking effect is divickd more 
equally between the front and 
rear wheels when you hit the 
pedal hard. 

To awid complete brake 
jailureJ two braking circuits 
are mandated by law. Usu
allYJ a loss of one braking 

Fron/ and rear body see/ions 

are designed /0 help absorb 

impaet forces byerumpling 

in a predetermined manner. 

circuit results in radically 
differentJ often dangerous be
havior while braking. In a 
UJ/wJ however, the required 
pedal pressure is almost the 
same as it would be under 
normal conditions (thanks to 
UJlwj unique stepped-bore 
master cylinder J. And in 
UJlwj remarkable dual tri
angular split-brake systemJ 
each circuit consists of three 
wheels-both front and one 

When a ear is struek on the 

side, passengers are jus/ 

inehes away from the point 

of impae/. Tubular s/eel 

bars add proteetion 

where it's needed mos/

in all the doors. 

rear-so that if one circuit is 
outJ approximately 80 percent 
of total braking power re
mains intact. 

Crash Sale" 

Building a better ear means 
never becoming complacent. 
Once you assume that youJ ve 
learned all you need to know, 
you lose your ability to grow. 
At VolwJ we never stop 
learning; and the assimila
tion of new information forms 
the cornerstone of our crash 
safety research. The result is 

an ongoing processJ in which 
fresh data influenee the re
evaluation and consequent 
upgrading of safety features. 
U ItimatelYJ ear design is af 
fectedJ and UJlws -already 
acclaimed in the area of crash 
safety-become safer still. 

UJlwj crash safety philoso
phy is based on a deceptively 
simpleJ threefold approach. 
The entire processJ needless to 
saYJ may only last a matter of 



seconds; but its planning and 
creation haw inwlved years of 
painstaking effort. 

In the initial stage, the 
front and rear crumple zones 
help absorb the force of the 
collision. Stage two inwlves 
the passenger compartment-a 
"safety cage" designed to help 
protect the occupants. The 
final stage inwlves the passiw 

restraint system and seat de
sign, and the interior which 
is itself padded and care/ully 
designed. 

Since it is the front and 
rear that most often receiw 
full crash impact, they'w been 
specially designed to act as so
called "crumple zones, " and 
collapse in a predetermined, 
absorbtiw fashion. In extreme 
circumstances, the engine 

mountings are designed in 
such away that the engine is 
forced dmunwards rather 
than into the passenger 
compartment. 

The next line of defense
the safety cage-requires ex
traordinary durability; each 
of the body's spot welds are 
strong enough to support the 
entire weight of the car. The 
door panels are specially 
shaped, the front and rear 

In unilized eonstruelion the 

trame and body shell are 

designed as an integral unit. 

The whole body is designed 

to aet as a satety eage to 

help proteet the driver and 

passengers in the event ot 

a eollision. 

glass screens firmly bonded. 
The steering column, po

tentially alethal weapon in 
a bad accident, has also been 
designed to absorb impact in 
three ways. The wheel's pad
ded surface-aided by the seat 
belts-helps shield you from 
injury dunng a slight bump. 
The column is designed to 
giw way and align with the 
body in more serious circum
stances, for uniform collision 
force distribution. I n a more 
sewre impact, the entire unit 

The tuel tank is plaeed elose 

to the rear axle. The tuel 

pipe ineorporates two bel

lows-type joints that provide 

a degree ot "give" to help 

reduee the risk ot tuelleak

age during an aeeident. 

is designed to collapse, disen
gage, and telescope into a 
sleeu;. 

When it comes. to seat 
beIts, Volw, to borrow a 
phrase, virtually wrote the 
book. Our first experiments 
with passiw restraint systems 
date bmk some thirty years; 
in 1959, certain models fea
tured the three-point belt as 
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standard equipment -a con
cept that took the rest of the 
automotiw world sewral dec
ades to embrace. (Being first 
has its rwarels: Volw still 
holels the patent on the three
point belt.) Gur safety belt 
work since then indudes the 
debut of the inertia reel in 
1968, tulip model dasps in 
1972 and, two years later, 
the push-button lock. Work
ing in tandem with the safety 
belts, Volw's seats are firmly 
anchored, and unlikely to come 
loose in ewn the worst crash. 

Another aspect of crash 
safety inwlws guarding 
against fires. Too often, 
otherUlise minor collisions 
haw blazed into tragedy as a 

20 

result of ignited fuel. In a 
Volw 240, the fuel tank is 
positioned near the rear axle. 
The filler pipe's designed-in 
flexibility helps it maintain 
its structural integrity during 
a crash. And the tank, pipe, 
and filler cap are designed to 
form an individual unit
ewn if the body giws way 
around it. 

Fortunately, most accidents 
are fairly minor. To guard 
against lifender benders, JJ 

we'w devised special 
hydraulic front and rear 
bumpers, built to absorb 
impacts of up to 5 MPH 

(8 km/h). The hydraulic im
pact absorbers, mounted on 
the body frame, contain gas 
as weil as fluid. When there's 
a bump, the two combine to 
hydraulically ab sorb the col
lision. The entire assembly re
sumes its usual position when 
the pressure is released; and, 
because the greater the impact, 
the finner the resistance, 
there's less of a jolt to you. 
The amount of thought and 
effort in all this may seem 
disproportionate to the job; 

The four-cylinder engine's 

/ow inertia masses and pre

cise/y ba/anced crankshaft 

he/p make it efficient and 

quiet. LH-Jetronic fue/ injec

tion and a microprocessor 

ignition system with spark 

advance and knock sensor 

are standard. 

but, considering what ewn a 
little bodywork costs these 
days, we thought you 'd ap
preciate it. 
In keeping with Volvoj tradi
Iionai concern for saft ty, we 
ask that you and all your 
passengers use seat belts
every time you drive. Seat 
belts and proper child re
straints can help save lives
but only if you buckle up. 
Please remember that all 
states and most Canadian 

provinces now have man
datory child restmint laws 
which hold the driver re
sponsible for compliance. 
In addition, many states 
and provinces now have 
mandatory adult seat belt 
usage laws. 

Engine 

The design of our engines re
flects the Volw philosophy no 
less than any other aspect of 
our cars. 



The 240 Series Volws fea
ture an in-line, four cylinder 
B230F gasoline engine, 
with cross-flow design, single 
(Jl)eYhead camshaJt, electronic 
ignition with spark advance 
and a knock sensor, LH
}etronic electronic /uel injec
tion and Lambda Sond® 
emission control. It's a low
friction power plant, with a 
highly efficient lubrication 
system, lightweight pistons 
and a crankshaJt that's been 
precisely balanced-all result
ing in smooth operation and 

a respectable level of fuel 
economy. 

The B230F engine's LH
}etronic fuel injection system 
and the microprocessor-con
trolled ignition system work 
together to controI engine speed 
and load. When the engine is 
cold, a richer fuel mixtur e is 
automatically supplied. Con
wrsely, when the engine is 
used to brake-or in the event 
that the engine O'U?f'Yevs-the 
fltel supply is cut off The 
engine's knock sensor allows 
automatic correction for the 
problem cylinder; thereby ren
dering the engine less sensitive 
to variations in /uel quaIity. 

The emission controI system 
features a catalytic conwrter 
which reduces the content of 
noxious gases. Volw has /ur
ther improved the process with 
the addition of the award
winning Lambda Sond® 
system. This device senses the 
level of oxygen in the exhaust 
gases and controls the fuel/ air 
mix in the injection system. 
This s~ to heighten 
the catalytic cleaning process, 
enabling the converter to betfer 
do its job. 

Volvos are designed for peo

p/e: ease of entry and exit; 

trunk/cargo capacity ; high 

towing capacity ; approx

imate/y 90% all-around 

visibility; and ergonomic, 

functiona/ everyday use . 

We offer both automatic 
and manual transmission 
systems on our 240 DL mod
els; 240 GL models are only 
available with an automatic. 

Comfort 

Much has been made, in the 
last decade or so, of the art 
and science of ergonomics
better known, to the layman, 
as com/ort (though of a 
highly therapeutic, physically 
"correct" sort). This is as it 
should be. We spend a lot of 
our lives in our automobiles . 
And driving properly can be 
highly dem.anding especially 
on long trips. 

No car manufacturer, we 
modestly suggest, has devoted 
more time and effort to 
ergonomics than Volw. And 
none has been as successful. 

It begins at the begin
ning-when you open the 
large, wide doors to an ac
commodating angle of 80 de
grees. That much space may 
not always be desirable, of 
course-as when there's a car 
parked next to yours-so we've 
included an intermediate stop, 
to hold the door at a sharper 
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angle. The door locking sys
tem is also designed to max
imize your ease-it's centrally 
controlled. 

Inside, \illw's near-legen
dary front seats await-seats 
that provide the maximum in 
comfort and support, even on 
the longest rf journeys. 
They're adjustable through a 
variety rf different ranges, 
including the fore-aft posi
tion, height, seat cushion 

angle, backrest, and an 
adjustable lumbar support. 
\illw's front seat cushions are 
even electrically heated/ 

Within the driwr's area rf 
the ear, you' II /ind numerous 
instruments and controls that 
will enable you to pilot your 
\illw in comfort, and with 
optimum effectiwness. The in
strument cluster is lit clearly 
from above and remains easy 
to read: devoid rf dazzle by 
day, well-de/ined at night. 
The console is ergonomically 

positioned SO that you can 
reach it quickly and easily. 

Good visibility is most 
important, rf course, when 
you're surveying the big pic
ture, and \illws offer perhaps 
the nearest to all-around vi
sion that you' II /ind. Slim
line pillars haw been used for 
minimal visual obstruaion; 
the rear view mirrors can be 
easi/y adjusted from within. 

Our orthopedically-designed 

front seats are world 

famous-justifiably so . 

Volvo's front and rear sus

pension systems are 

engineered to optimize ride 

comfort and precise predict

able handling. 

The instrument cluster is lit 

clearly; the controls care

fully placed lor easy access. 
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Our combined heaterlAC 
unit features a main tem
perature controI and an "air 
mix" (for a better balance 
between interior and exterior 
environments J. Front wind
shield and front side window 
wnts are helpful for defrosting 
and drying up mist. There 
are a total rf twelw out
lets-including separate 
channels to the backseat 
parsengers. The result is a 
fresh and moderate environ
ment, rather than one merely 

hot or cold. Of course, air 
conditioning is standard. 

We'w tried to make things 
easier for you when loading 
up, too. You'll /ind fully 
13 . 9 cubic feet (O Am3 J rf 
trunk space; what's more, it's 
deep, with a low rear lip and 
a flat floar, so you won't haw 
to struggle with unwieldy 
loadr. 

The cargo compartments in 
\illw's wagons consume an 
incomparable 76 cubic feet 



(2 .2m3 )-r;wr 40 cubic feet 
( 1 . 2m3 ) even with the rear 
seat raised. As with the 
trunk in the seddns, the floor 
is set lvw for ease of loading, 
the high, wide tailgate can 
be opened with one hand, 
and a lockable storage area 
har been tucked beneath 
the floar. 

One of the most pleasant 
arpeas of riding in a Volw is 
the lvw noise level; and we've 

worked hard to provide this 
extra measure of comfort. All 
the duas bridging the par
senger compartment and the 
engine bay have been care/ully 
sealed. The doors are firmly 
fitted, and there's insulation 
between the wheel suspension 
and the body. Wind noise har 
been minimized. And the lvw 
engine speed generated by r;wr

drive does its part ar weil. 

Body 

Most cars are finally finished 
off, not by accidents, but by a 
more insidious killer; rust. 

Vo/vo 240 wagons' /englh , widlh, 

and lighl 32 fool2 inch(9.8 m) 

luming circ/e are iden

lica/ lo Ihe sedans; yel have 

76 cubic feel (2.2 mJ) of 

usable cargo area. 

Rust and its accomplice, cor
rosion, also substantially 
lvwer the resale value of 
many vehicles. 

At Volw, we've gone to 
great lengths to ameliorate the 
problem. For many years, 
Zincrometar* -sheet steel 
treated with a zinc-nch 
primer, then baked-har been 
used for those body parts most 
prone to rust attack. For 
1987, proteaion har been in
creased, so that Zincrometar, 

galvanized steel, and thick 
anticorrosion treatments cover 
almost the entire automobile. 

From with in , Volvos are 
protected by a thin and 
penetrating anticorrosive gel, 
sprayed into closed body 
sections on the assembly line. 

The underside, especially 
vulnerable to corrosion, is 
treated with a variety of 
protective coatings. An abra
sion-resistant paint coats 
the fIoor between the front and 
rear wheel housings, and a 

thick asphalt compound is 
then added on top. A special 
"armed" bitumen coating 
protects the wear surface 
of the rear wheel housings. 
And an extra protective 
measure is provided by a 
rustproofing oil, sprayed on 
the underside of the engine 
components. * * 
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All Volvo bodies have been 
constructed without unneces
sary enc/osures or fllds, 
eliminating the problem of 
hidden dirt and moisture. 
Slip-stream ventilation 
in the doors helps draw off 
moisture. A plastic splash 
guard beneath the engine 
compartment wards off road 
dirt and salt spray. The 
effects of dirt, gravel, and 
road salt are minimized by 
plastic fender liners inside the 
front wheel housings. And 
the use of stainless steel, 
durable plastic, aluminiza
tion, and copper alloy in 
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trim, detai/ing, exhaust, 
and brakes further extend 
Volvo's commitment to elimi
nating rust. 

Both the paint and the 
paint process contribute to the 
body's longevityas weil. 
Prior to assembly, zinc weld
ing primer is applied to 
critical joints, which recieve 
further protection during 
assembly with a caulking 
compound. A thorough 
c/eansing then completes the 
job, and a zinc phosphate 

spray, for better paint 
adherence, flllows. Next 
comes an all-encompassing 
electro-dip primer bath, then 
oven-baking, sanding, and 
inspection. Then abrasion
resistant paint is sprayed 
wet-on-wet to the bottom 
rai/s, the bottom of the floar, 
and the area behind the 
rear wheel arch. The sheet
metaI below the beltline, 
the lower ha/f of the doors, 
door sills, and rocker panels 
are especially vulnerable to 
paint chipping-that's why 

Volvo next applies special 
stone-chip resistant paint to 
these areas. A final layer 
of surjåcer is sprayed on the 
entire body which is then wet 
sanded for greater smooth
ness. Next the sealer is 
applied wet-on-wet-with 
four coats above the beItline 
and five below. Final/y, 
a thick top coat is applied 
(and a c/ear coat on metal
lics). The Volvo paint process 

takes many hours and consi
derable care-but we think 
the quaIity of the result is 
worth the effort. 

*' Zincrometal is aregistered trade
mark of the Diamond Shamrock 
Corporation. 

"Volvo cars are thoroughly under
coated at the faetory. Additional 
undercoating at the time of delivery 
is not only IInnecessary, it cOllld 
callse problems if non-Volvo prod
Ilets were chemically incompatible 
with Volvos factory-applied tlnder
coating. At the time of YOllr flrst 
corrosion inspeetion, YOllr Volvo 
dealer will deterrnine if additional 
Volvo IIndercoating is reqllired. 

Vo/vo's unique seven step 

paint process ine/udes an 

e/eetro-dip primer bath; 

abrasion-resistant paint on 

liiiiii~\ the boltom rails, floor, and 

the area behind the rear .. iiiiI--.----IIIII!~--_ whee/ areh; surfaeer; stone

ehip resistant paint be/o w 

the bel/line; lour eoats 01 

sea/er applied above the bel/

line and live be/ow; wet-on

wettop eoat; and a e/ear 

eoat on metal/ies. 
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Srnne of the information in 
this cata/og may be incorrect 
due to produa changes which 
may haw occurred aJter we 

went to print. Srnne of the 
equipment described or shown 
may now be avai/ab/e on/y at 
extra cost. Be/are ordering, 
ask your Vo/w dea/er to bring 
you up-to-date. 

The manufaaurer reJeru?S 

the right to make changes at 
any time, without notice, to 
prices, co/ors, materia/s, 
equipment, specifications, and 
mode/s. 
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