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In a Volvo, 
the driver is more than 
just another passenger. 

AUlOmobiles don '( drive themselves. 
An activc, fullyalert imelligence has 
to make Ihern perform each fune­
tian: Stop, go, accelernte, deceleratc, 
tum. Only the automobiles driVer 
C'.m make those life·and~e"J(h deci· 
sions which assure thai the ear and 
ilS passengers reach their deslina­
tion safeJ)~ Which is why, despite 
Valvds esublished \r;\dition of giving 
careful consideration 10 the safecy 
and comfon of it~ passcngers,Volvo 
also has an equally wdl-establishcd 
tradition of paying special auention 
10 the need5 of the driver. 

Tllm tradition iScarried out by the 
painslaking application of the s6 
ence of ergonomics tOe\'ery feature 
of evel)'YolvQ. Ergonomics, pm 

simp!y, means making mans lise of 
machinery more efficient and morc 
comfonable (think of il as biOlech­
nology). Volvo concerns itself with 
ergonomics in ever)' aspect of an 
automobilc's dc,.;ign, because the 
active intelligenee COntrolling Ihe 
ear-the drh'er-muS! be as em­
eient as possible. And thm, of (Ourse, 
meam; thatthe driver mUS! be as 
eomfonabJy alen as possible. No 
work is more imponam than Ihm 
done by the driver, whieh iS why 
Volvos enginecrs gin! the dri\'crs 
job eXlra consideration. 

None of whieh is 105.1)' that 
Vohus passengers are ignored. Far 
from it. The same principles uso:."<.! to 
keep the driVer reJax(.'(\ and in eon-

trol also apply 10 keeping Ihe pas­
sengers eomronable over long 
periods of lime. And Ihe comroIs 
they use -the vemilalian, sealing, 
door and \\indow mechanisms, fnr 
example -get llle same earefuJ 
auemion lbal goe:s imo Ihe design 
of the driver's cockpit. 

Il boils down la this: Volvo de­
signs and buikls ils ears la fityou, 
rather ltuln expeaing you lO fil 
designs selected for sheer st}'ling al 
Ihe expense of genuine usefulnes.~. 
Thms Ihe essencc of biOltthnology. 
And isnOt il comfoning 10 knowtbal, 
in a lime when most other manufac· 
tmer:; are imcres:cd simply in dl<:ir 
t.'<:Qnomics,VoJ\'o spcnds its time 
~'orrying ffi 'er your ergonomics' 
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Minimizing Distractions: 
maximum pleasure, maximum safety 

AdiSlracred driver is a dangerous 
driver. And, most like ly, an uncom· 
fonable one as weiL 1hat's why 
\\:)1110 went to great trouble and 
expense \O minimize the things thaI 
can take the driver's mind off the 
job. \Xe staned with the se.n, some· 
times built as a lounge-chair feature 
in other caP;. 

As a "feature" the over-stulTed, 
improperly dimensioned from seats 
round in some Gm, might feel ler­
r ifle in the show room, but they Gln 
aIso leave you with an aching back 
arter a six-hour trip. As a "feature" 
such a sea! is of dubious value at 
best. IlS nOt only a discomfon, ifs 
also disuaaing, and distracrions 
lessen driving pleasure. NOl to 
mcmion we!}'. 

So wh:u rniglu seem like an 
innoc;uQUS p iece offurniture in a 
cars interior counts as a major 
distraction if il causcs rather Ihan 
cases strain, 

That's wh)' the ~Jts you find 
in the 1979 volvos are the most 
anatomically rorrect version ever 
produced byVoko .. . and thats 
saying something. 

The backreslS are dished for 
excellent lateml support of your 
upper body, SO that }'Ou don't have 
to push against the seat in cornering 
tostay in place. The lower seat 
cushions are designed to insure 
properthigh support "'ithout putting 
pressure on the "'rong places and 
("".lUSing restriaed blood Ilo\\". And, 
of course, the adjustable lumbar 
support in the backrest - another 
pioneering Volvo design - giv~ you 
a way to keep your spine properly 
cushioned. 

The cOrJS(ruc.tion of a Volvo se;n 
refleas the intense research into the 
forres acting on a SCated persons 
back (",hich. surprisingly, are 
greater on the spine when sitting 
man standing), and pulS into prac­
tire the valuable information gained 
bythatresearch. 

VolVQ~ approach to building a se;lt 
begins at the bonom. Two mounting 
mils are 'i\"elded tO the l100r plm­
form for a firm anchomge. The seat 
frame is bohed to m'O glide mils that 
fit securel)' into the mounting mils. 
Al. the front of the seat cushion, a 
moveab1e bar is connected to both 
glide mil~, and by raising the glide 
bar, you can casil)" slide the seat 
back and forth. 

But back-and·forth adjustmenlS 
are onl)' m'o Or the 'line ways a 
Volvo seat can be tailored tO fit over 
9S%ofthe American adult popu­
lation. Underneath the drivers seat 
cushion (and passenger seat on the 
262C),!Wo b:ers - one in front and 
the Olher one at the rear-allow 
you tO adjust the height or angJe of 
the entire seat. Each lever controIs a 

moveable pin that locks the seat into 
one of three height leve1s - a com­
bination of nine different heightl 
ansle configurations. (On all other 
Volvo modeIs, the passenger seat 
can be simibrl)' adjusted, except 
lhat you'H ha\"e tO reset a few bollS.) 

Allaehed tO the sted frame of the 
seat by hel!cal springs are a set of 
strong, Ilexible wires called pull ma­
Ilex. The pullmaflex insures that the 
cold-fonned IXJ lyurethane foam 
cushions will reta in their shape for 
many years, and that the .seat wiU 
resIXJnd to your lxxi)' movements 
while limiting bod)' bounce. Correct 
seating is onl)' one of the man)' 
ways in which Volvo engineers have 
50ught tO minimize dislt"llUions. 

All}1hing thm divens energ)', 
induces fatigue , or ClUSCS a driver tO 
be less th.1n alen can become a d1n. 
gerous dL'itt"llction. DJ::t1 s wh)' Volvos 
are designed with one thought 
uppermost in mind: to make rour 
driving experience easr, effidem 
and uncomplicaled. And that, of 
course, should also make il enjoy­
abI)' sak 
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Controi: 
positive where it counts 

Volvo beliC\'t!'i that a driver should 
be in cornrol of the driving situation 
al all times. When that Sia/Ca( affuirs 
is reached, ""hen the relar.ionsh ip 
bctwecn what the driver does and 
how the ear reactS is uncomplicated, 
natural and predlctable, "crive safel}' 
is at ilS pcak. Bu! the driver has !O 

know whals go ing: on where the 
actiOn is: on the road And despite 
thc fact thaI much of uxiays automo­
ti \l'! d iscusslon ceOlers on the sub­
jca of"ridc," \bl ... o [hinks rou 
should expea more from a ear. 'iOu 
should exIX<l positi\'ecoolrol. 

Coosidcn hings from the road up, 
llOI from the .sea! cushions down. 
Consjder d1.11 all control of a ... chide 
ultimate]y IX'glns Of ends at the road 
surfare. Conskkr all thai , and you 
can see why 'k>h'O choo5es !O give 
ilS driveTs as muc h info rmation from 
the road and as much COfIlroJ over 
thc ear as neccssary for maximum 
aLlive S lft.'1}'. 

TractiOll for com e rlog, braking 
or Slraight.lioe rrec",ay driving 
begins with lires. \blm nowequip; 
all ilS models with Michelin 
S1ed·belled r.Jdial [ires. 
TIle)' \Ven: selectw because 
l ires of this type of eonstruction 
:tfC cngin<,."Crc<I for optimum 
ro;K1 holding and durahilit},_ 
The 242GT is equipped with high­
JX'rfonn;IIlCC I~ .-.::111 CN36 radials. 
TIl l' (ires are moumecl on wide· 
ba:;ed rims (O inere-J.<;e Iheir em­
ciCIlL)', ,uKl lhc wheels themseh-cs 
are cemcrL'd 011 1:lIhe·turnet.! hubs 
to insun: truc running. (Most manu­
f.lctufCrs rely only o n tapered nuts 
o r wheel bolts 10 proper~' center a 
whee!. a fur less precise method.) 

The tires are Sleen:d 17,' a rack­
and·pinion 9eering system, recog­
nized by most aUlomoti\'e author­
ilies as Ihe most p recise syStem 
llV1Iilablc. II has fewer mO\ing pan5 
th:ln othcr systems, fewcr jolms and 
much grt':llcr accurncy and Sleeting 
rt'1iponse, A powcr assist is available 
whieh alsa nuimains the advan tages 
o f rnck-and-pinion wilh reduced 
.5I.eering-whecl effon . &cause of 

this, should rou r engine Slall in a 
powe r-steered Volvo, you can safely 
Sleer wilhoUllremendously mulli · 
plied Sleering effort. MOfCO\'er, a 
Volvos tuming cirde is amazingly 
light; it can tum oompletely around 
in a 32-fOOl 2·lnch circle. 

VolI'os ride o n a suspension ensi· 
neered IOoptimize roh ride and 
handling wilhout sacrificing eitller. 
nie components are unified 10 eon­
Stilule a "ride" that is appredated by 
both the dm'Cr and lhe pa5IjeIlgers. 
AJ lhe from , each wheel is indepen_ 
demly s uspended by McPherson 
struts iocorporat ing roil springs 
and shock absorbers, which are 
en ClSed withln the st rut housing 
to reduce s lKlCk wC:!r from road 
gril and grime. TIle McPherson Strul 

iS a IXlI"llcula rly Ingenious de<;ign 
capable o f good pcrformance and a 
wide r,m gc ofllexibiliry which 
results in less transmiSSion of rood 
shock to the body-unit mounting 
poinlS, It also tllaintains excellent 
comrol oflhe ,,'hed s for more pre­
diaable lundling and precise 9CCf­

ing comrol. All o f which leads 10 
greatcr 10ng<.'\Iity. N I models are aIso 
equipped With a fTOnl5labilizer bar 
scie mificalJy designed 10 minimize 
hod)-' rol l in cornering. 

Al the rear, \011'05 "li\'C" axle 
design assU((.'S se\'eral important 
bencfits, con,<;\ ~nt wheel-lo-wheel 

trJck as weil as coost.anI toe-in, 
ca5l"cr and camber angle:s. 11le axle 
is p redsely Iocated by fi\'e romroI 
amlS and rads for exactly delincat­
ing whccl lfJveL Heft)' CQiI springs 
and inck.-pendent shock absorbers 
CQmplemem the controi arms, and 
can.>fu lly sek"("\cd rubber bush­
ings -whose propenies are chosen 
tO nutch suspensiOn design eri-
tem - make for a Strong, good­
riding rear suspension.. In addilion, 
all VoI\'os(excepl lhe 26S Gl) are 
aIso fined ",'ilh a rear 5labilizer bar 
tocom plemem the from 5labilizer 
and thereby further p romotesaJe, 
fial comcring. lieavier stabil irers 
this rear increase roll stiffness by 
IS%. The 242 GT has 3S% higher roll 
stiffiless than the standard modeis. 
And the 265 GL has the automatic 
IC\'Cllng system in the rear instead of 
a rC'Jr Slablllzcr bar. 

Vo lvo designed ilS suspension to 
be an lmegrJI pall of the aUlomo­
bile. l1\Us il funa ions so weil you 
never have 10 dlink aboul il , hut 
when yOu need posil i\'C COIllrol-in 
ad\-erse wc:uhe r condit ions, at 
speed on a freeway, or in aocident 
a\'Qiwllce -the finn, \\'el!<omrol led 
VQI\"Q chassis resporids \\~Ihoul 
surprises. II goes where }'0tJ \\'llI11 il 
10 go, when you wam il to_ lt doesn'l 
drive }'OU:f"!1 drh'e il. And VoI\'Q 
thinks th.1tS the way it ought tO be. 





People: 
the most important things that go into a Volvo 

Umil recently, safety "''aS a subjea 
mOS! auwmobile manufacturers just 
didn'[ want 10 talk aboul. BUl Vol\'o 
has a long history of promOling au­
IOfficxivc safety features, sometimes 
even 3gainst the trend of sales lech· 
niques. For whiJe other :mlQmakers 
were convinced that "sa fcry doesn'[ 
sell," Volvo engineers \Vete con­
stantly resean:hing and improving 
vehicular safe\Y long before il wa~ 
required by law or even fashionable, 
Volvo has a1ways done morc than 
simply rneet the going SI:mdard: 
Yolvosets standards. 

Now, the U.S. Govemment has 
recognized tJUt automOl;vc safety 
is a \~tal national imeresl. And the 
NaTional Highway Traffic AdminiStra­
tion has accordingly establiShed 
&1.fety reguhtiol15 that are among the 
loughest for manufucturers !O meet 
in the world. Indeed, thevare so 
strict that some Olherv.-ise excellent 
3UlOffiOl:;VC prOOlICt5 cannQl even be 
imponed inta America ]X:C.lUse 
they can't meet NI·USA rules. 

NO( so with Volvo. NHTSA studies 
h:we shown the Volvo 244 sedan 
provides the best potential for 
occupant prQleaion of any ear in its 
sl~-c and weight class, NHTSA even 
recognizt,.'() Volvo's safety engineer­
ing tO the eJCtent of purchasing more 
th.1n 60 Volvos for u~ in ~tudying 
proposed safet)' stand:mls for the 
next decade. 

None of this is by accident. Volvo 
has pioneered man)' impo rtam 
safet}' features Ol'er the I~ deeades, 
many of which ha"e yet tO appe-Jr in 
m.my tar.;, Allong these innOl'ations 
a re, 

-VO[V05 '"high·impact"" laminmed 
windshield, whidl because o f its 
nexible construction, minimizes 
damage from nying stones and 
other road ha7~"lrds . [mpact tests 
have been conduded using dummy 
passengers, that have prOl'ed the 
safet}' 1~llue of the laminall>d wind· 
shield. Volvo imroduced hminmed 
glass windshields as standard 
equipmem in 1944. 

- Threc·poim, one·pie!;C safety 
belts and inertia reels with Voll'o's 
p31emed "slip.joinf' (Qupling, 
which distributes force luads L'yenly 
be«\'een the upper and lower parts 
o f the beh. Voll"o was the first man· 
UfJdllrer in the world tO imrodllcc 
thn_'e-point belts as standard 
equipmem on one of ilS produas, 
TIle date, 19;9. 
- High surv;'~Jbility of properl)' 
restmined occupantsat much higher 
speeds th."ln required by law. The 
t1Jrrent U,S. standlrd at which most 
oflhese tests are rurried Out is 30 
mph, but U.5. Sludies show th;lI 
voll'os have a high degree of surviv­
ability for passengers at 40 mph bar­
rier impacts_:lIld that 10 mph 
incre-Jse in speed mean\ that 79% 
more enefSY must be absorbed! 
-A special. patemed Volvo design 
for side·door reinforcements. 
TheI'"re tubular steel bars, and are 
aUached by a IXuemed proct'SS. 
-SeatS fimlly anthored. which lock 
omo adjusunem mils on nOl one 
but bO/h sides. The.' alsa cxceed all 
applieable s:tfCl)' reguJatiOns b)' a 
comfonable margin. (A seat belt's 
ab ility to restrain can only be as 
good a5 the sea! 's ability to sta}' pUI 
in a collision} 

-Volvo 's "trianguJar-spl il " dlkl[ 

safety braking system, which was in­
troduced in 1966. TIllS unique Sys­
tem maimainStomrol of tbree wheels 
in ease of a brake system failure. 
No other mass produdion Clr has il . 

-A "stepped·bore" master cylinder, 
which maimains near-normal brake 
pedal pressure in the evem of a 
brake circuit fuilure. Ii WdS imco­
duced in 1974, and is Still unique in 
the industry. 

-Four·wheel diSc brakes.long a 
Volvo standard, they are still rare on 
most ears. 

The safL't)' thinking at Volvo 
doesn't StOP with this list. 

IndeL>d, just as the currem safety 
features grew out of\'olvo's ESV (I::x­
perimemal Safet)' Vehide) progrJm 
of 1972-73, so the fulUrc features 
ofvoll'o safety are always being de­
velop.~d, And Volvo, unlikt: many 
OIher manllfaaurers, doesn't simply 
concemmte on meeting the regula· 
tians through passive safa)' features. 
\'olvo belie ... es that you sho uld hal'e 
an automobile that gives you every 
chance tO avoid an accidcnt in the 
first place. And then, if necessaty, 
gil'e you the best prOlt'Ciion passi­
ble. AJI because OUT ears are impor­
tant - but nO! nearl)' as imp<mam as 
thepeople who drive lhem. 
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Performance: 
in a Volvo, it's standard equipment 

The engine is the heart of an au­
tomobile. As such, il must have all 
the qualities associated with an 
mhlete's hcan: strength, power, rc­
liability, efficiency. The similaritjes 
end (here, bectuse an aUlOmobile's 
heart must be specifiC<llly designed 
by man to do ilS joh. For tltu [e'.!SOll , 
Volvos have lWO engines, each de­
signed for different driving oonditions. 

Many automakers, of course, olTer 
a huge variety of engines for each 
model Ihey make, and at !lrS! Ihat 
might seem like a good thing. But 
the d oser you look at the problem 
of powering an aUlomobile, the 
morc YO U cm see dut , with a ra· 
tiOnal Car, a ralio na] engine makes 
the most sense. Henre, Vo lI'o's B21F 
four-cylinder overhead cam engine 
and the B27F V-6 represe nt r:uional 
engine choices. No bewildering 
sclcaion chartS with confusiJJg lL'5Is 
of final -dr;\"c ratios. transmissions, 
or carburetion sVSlems.)ust mu 
emnomical, efficiem e ngines pro­
\~di ng a broad spread of powe r and 
cconomv, Voh'o doesn't think bu)'ers 
should be expecred tO design the ir 
cars from an optio n list, nor sho u!ct 
they be expected tO gi\'e up ccon­
o my for performance o r lice-l'CfSlI. 
That's wh\' V0 1>-0'5 powe r tra in 
o ptions remain unoomplicated. 

For the 240 Series, the B21F e n· 
gine. A 2.1· litre o\-erhe3d camshaft 
in-line four, the B21F g~ iv; 107 
hor5epower with Continuo us n o w 
nIe! injcoion and cross·flow intake 
and exhaust ports thll! allo w good 
'"breathing." In additio n, Voh'o's ex· 
clusiVe [Mo,fBDA·SQND1> exhaust 
emiss io n comrol sY::01e m o, whieh 
senses the amoum of unbumed 
o xygen in the exhaust flo\\' and 
regulates the rue! infeCted accord· 
ingly, is standard in se[eoed mar­
kelS. The cngine's ignition system is 
breakerle5.'l and solid state for reH-

able, safe oper.lIion unde r anycon- last. in the best Volvo trad ition. 
ditions. Of course, power and reliability 

1be 260 Series cars are powered aren't all thm Volvo pULS imo its 
by the B27F, Voh'o 's mOSt powerful engines. Each and cvery one is 
engine. lt"s light-allO)' overhead scrupu[ously assembled tO meet the 
camshaft v·6, pumps OUl 127 horse- stridest e nvironmemal demands. 
power. Excellent dri\'e:lbility is And Vo lvo does iLS work so weil th:n 
maimained with Lo\..\ IBDA-SQND- iLS e mission comro[ systems have 
emission control. And, like the B21F, won widespread acclaim, incJuding 
it is designed fo r good breathing an ':Award of Excellence in Air Pollu-
and excellent loIV-speed torque, or tion Contro[" by the National Envi-
pul!ing ]X>wer. Both engines' de· ronmental lndustries CounciL 
signs facilit:ne gm respon~ at any Balandng all the dive~ rcquire-
road speed and help e liminate the ments made on a Volvo e ngine was 
need for excess il'e gear changing. lOugh. But as you'll see whe n }'OU 

vo[vo 's engine des igns have been test-drive a new VOlvo, both the 
subjected to exhaust i\'C road research , four--cylinder B21F and the ~-6 B27F 
with mill ions of m iles of test driving are more lhan equalto the Job. 
done C\'e ,vwbere fro m the !XX, Performance, reliability, econorny 
arid \\"J.SteS of Asia and Death Valley and clean emissions. All voll'o 
to the coldest cl imales o f Euro pe. traditions. "lA\tuCM.SQ!\o" b . ,nKk",.rI< of 
The)! are owne r-proven and buil! tO \1)(,,, 01' Ameri<a~ion. 
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Volvo cornfort and convenience: 
enjoyment with every mile 

Many automobile rnanumcturers 
spend the bulk of their design time 
on:l Clr's exterior, seeking 10 im· 
press bu)'ers with nashy styling and 
trend}' gimmicks. And lcooften, 
when the burers become the dri\'e r, 
ther diseer.er shoncoming'i all 
through the cars interior. 

Volvos are differenl From ~ 
o Ul$ide, \'01\'05 are h;andsome au­
lOmobiles charncterized b)' laSIeful , 
eoonomic styling and elegant. re· 
Sl t"Jined trim, whieh is now becom· 
ing the vogue. But we beHeo.'e tkl! il 
i~ inside the ear, the part of an auto­
mobile the owner sees most 
often-the drivers living room, as il 
w~re- thal demands the most care­
ful aHelllion.ln Volvo, the interior 
recei\"e<> the auemion ii deserves for 
the oomfon rou dcservc. 

Volw)'s engineers Ihoroughly re· 
searched theirtaSk befott: seuing 
OU{ lodcsign the irnerior.11ley 
began " i lh the human ere, analy,t­
ing ilS movernenlS whUe in a ear 
under w:ly. And then ther subslan· 
tialt}' reduCt.>d f.uigue by loauing the 
key instruments at CO!weniem 
places in the ill5t I1Jmem jXlnel and 
gil'ing them t::lsll y legible f~ces. 
Thus a Volvo driver can get all the 
required info rmation in ~ single 
quick glance. without hal~ng to peer 
into confusing o r poorly Ughted 
""",". 

The designers ne~t luroed their 
attemiOn to the sh:tpe and texture of 
thcda~hboord. Thc\' sellled on a 
resiHem, non·g!are material that aids 
safay immensely. as weil as resists 
crocklng and diScoloring. And of 
course all the controIs are right 
where the biott.'Chnici:l1lS said Ille\' 
sl\Ould be fo r optimum uSt!; easy in 
find, ea.o;y 10 use. TIlis thoughtful 
design e~tcnds even to the door han­
dies. windQ>.vwindcrs and seat·bel! 
coflsole, whlch are all made tO be 
unolxrusi\"e but instamly accessible. 

Acccssibi lity was aJ.'iQ a key faaor 
in nt:lking Volvo's doors both wide 
and tall. Along >;\-i1h the excepliollal 
ktlee, sl\Oulder and leg room buil! 
right intO exh and eve!)' VoIyo, the 
doors help nuke a voh'o a comfon· 
able, hospitable place. 

11le front seats incorpoflue prov­
en \'01\"0 design: 11lick padding 
m .. "lterial - coId-formed polyure­
th:toe foom - cushions occupams 
both in front and in back. ThiS 
firm material ill5ures C\'en better 
seating and comfon 0fI 1000S drive; 
and is designed 10 resisl"sculing," a 
common etuse of support deterio­
nnlnn in seats. 

On tap of the foom, (here are a 
hast of new scat-<:O\"Cring malerials: 
NO Series sedans features a oomfort­
able knined fabric with a corduro ... 
tt:Xture - cool in summer. waml in 
'vinter, Rame retardarll and casVtO 
dean. The 245 ha5 supple, \inyl 
seal~ that are ~hcr·like in texture. 
260 Series ClI$ fe:lture fine.grain 
le:lfher-faced upholSlcry (and plush 

velour on the 264GL wilh Alle-

, I 
Serie:! ClfS are equipped with a 
1lC",Jled drh'Cr's 5eaL (When the 
temperature drops bel()\\' 57"F. 
thcnnOSllllietl1y colllrolled heatillg 
eJcmclllS automatietlly warm the 
sen umil it reaches 79"F, at which 
poim it automatiCllly shws oII). lbe 
262C offers th iS same ~ture in both 
front se:t!S. 

All \'0 1\'05 are fulJy Glrpeted. 240 
Series Clrs re<:ell-e fine cul·pile 
Clrpeting, while a more dense, 
plush Clrpct iS standard on 260 
Series ClfS and the 262C. All et rpel:s 
hal'C been chemiC".illy treate<! with a 
special name relardam. 

Of course, all this -the comfon­
able and CQrrect seating, Glrpeting, 
safety-designed dashlxlard surfares 
and SO on - combines with Volvo'5 
fineJy engineered chassis and sus· 
pensIon 10 offer a superb, quiet ride. 
(To help even further, 95%ofthe 
noor surfare iS CO\ered "ith a spe­
cial sound insulating mate rial. ) Jt all 
goes intO c:'o"Cry Voh"p, making it a 
etr )'Qu c m enjoy C\'CIl more from 
within than from ,,'ithout. 
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Durability: 
the longer we make Volvos, 

the longer they last 
VOlvos are designed to last a Ioog 
time, and tO agegracefully. This 
requires quaiity, and quality isn" an 
easily acquired characteriSliC. 'ItH.l 
canflOl sirnply boll quality omo a 
ear; il must be built in al evelY step 
of the maouracturing process. 111nt'S 
why Volvo gocs [O extraordlnary 
me-dSures to Insure its mrs have the 
highest possib!e standard of quaiity. 
And il 'S. also why \tJlvo has innsed 
nearly $17 million in a single as­
sembly planl on JUSl those mea5Ures. 
ways 10 make bener VoI\'05, flOljUSl 
superflCial ellanges. 

A \Iital p3n of making an aUlomo­
bile last is the ~lt1ention paid to the 
coating of ilS metal surfaa.os. Bcfo re 
assembly e-.'eTl begins, all crltlcal 
body jolms in a Volvo are COOled 
with a mick line primer to deter 
corroslon. And alter assembly, the 
bod)' iS sprayed with a zinc· 
phosphate solUlion. This fonns a 
fine CI)'Slalline cOOling IM clt'allS 
and elches the metal. 8ecause of this 
I!'e'.umcm, paim will adhere 10 the 
body better. 

Each volI'o is [hen dipped In a 
primer bath that rovers the efltirc 
oody. including me smallest Intcm:d 
OIVities - pJaces you n!!\o"er see, 
o,"ef\ baking, saoding and a thor· 
ough in.spection foll~'_ Insulating 
materials all: applied tO the Iloor, 
Hrewall, and other pans while 
joinlS are sealed by adhesive$ and 
special fillers. Then the sheeo: metlll 
below the belt line, lov.er h:tlf of the 
doors and rocker panels a re COOled 
with a special SlOfle<hip resistallt 
paim , whkh oonsiSls o(wet-on-~'d 
Iaycrs of poIYe::ilerlh3t remain resil­
ient tO pJ'e\-'ent palm chipping. 

o.-er all this prepared surfacc goes 
a final primer layer, whiCh is again 
baked on by a high-Iemperature 
o .... en. 11le (.·mlre surfare of the ear 
Is then weo:·sanded for greatcr 
smoothness, another sea/er COOt is 

appHed and over-baked, and the ear 
is finaUy read:>-tO be palmed, in 
either tMc\.:, ~'et-on·wet eriamel 
COOlS or cnamel ~'Ith aluminum 
flakes for metallic fini$hes. An addi­
tional cJear finish COOt senls in the 
meta/lic lXlim. 

N3turally, primer, sealer and paim 
c:mnot insure durJbility alone. So 
Volvo goes belQ\\' the surface, in one 
;nstance so far as tO IOstalJ a 0C'V<0', 

multi-million dolbr full \' aUlOmated 
weldingline. And many'pans dthe 
Cl.r are made of hot-d ipped gaIv:a. 
nized Sleel and spectal zincrornc:ul 
to funhcr pm-ent rust, a goal alsa 
aidcd by the injedion of special 
rusl-prevemil'e flu ids imo nearly 
fifty body scctlons. 

A Volvo's underside is as weil 
protecte<l. FactO!!' undercoating, a 
thic\.: asph:th compound - ~'hich 
alsa sen'es as a sound deadene r - is 
sprayed tho fOUghll' O'o'cr the under­
side. The floar aJsO gelS a special 
abrasive·reslStam paim. and rear 
whecl arches are co',ered with an 
"armed" bitumt:n coating on the 
wear surfares. 

Many d these measures ha\1! 
found thei r wd)' intO the assembIy 
d a VoIllO because Volvos are made 
in Sweden, which has a d imate 
with panirularlyadverse conditions 
much ofthc rear. And in those 
conditions,Volvo's extra care in dur· 
ability rneasures - using many 
galvanized pans, zincrometal , multi· 
coot protectlon and full undercoat­
iog - has paid off, year mer year. 
The SwediSh MOlo r \cllide Inspec. 
tion Company has proven thai 
\bll-os 1:lSl longer lhan:my other Clr 
on the road in Sv."edcn. Since 1966, 
\'0 11-0 has had a Steadily higher life 
expectancr there, reaching an aver· 
age longel'il}' o f over 16 years in 
1974, "'eli ahcad ofMcrcedes-Benz, 
B:-.iW, \b lksv.'3gen, Peugeor. and 
Audi ( in !hat order). 
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