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Since 1944, Volvo has introduced 
a remarkable 4 afety features; 
and numerous other safety
related components have 

evolved from our many years of 
re earch. Three decade aftEr 
Volvo developed it, the three
point seat belt remains the 
ingle most effective mean of 

pas enger re traint yet devi ed. 
Our collapsible teering column 
offers several stages of 
protection, each geared to a 
specific mea ure of crash 
impact. Volvo developed special 
high-strength tubular steel bars 
to help reinforce the door 
during side collision . The front 
and rear of each Volvo are 
designed to function as 
"crumple zones," and reinforced 
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Thlrty years alter Volvo 
developed and paterned IL the 
three-pomt seat bel! remams the 
.ngle most effectlve means 01 

passenger reSi!'amt yet devlsed 

side members aid in the 
reduction of "body bending". 
The framework surrounding the 
pa enger compartment - known 
as the "safety cage" - is a 
tructure of remarkable 

durability. Box-type profiles 
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reinforce all the bodyapertures, 
including those in the roof, 
which add structural 
reinforcement. 

nother crash safety 
feature is Volvols 

Supplemental Re traint y tern 
( R ) - the air bag. Used in 
combination with the three-point 
belt, R ha been found to 
reduce the chance of a fatal 
accident by 45-55 percent.* Thi 
year, moreover, RS i a 
standard feature on all Volvo *-* 
a demonstration of commitment 
of which we remain particularly 
proud. 

For man y years, Volvo has 
taken a twofold approach to 
pa enger afety. Pa sive, or 
cra h afety involve the 
absorption of collision forces in 
a controlled or gradual man ner. 

'The Volvo SRS is desiglIed lo deploy 
ollly durillg fra Il I alld fraIII OIlgular 
collisiolls al speeds equal lo or grealer 
Ihall Ihe force crealed by a vehic/e 
crashillg al approxilllalely 12 MPH 
(J9.3 klll/ h) iII lo a jixed barrier. 

"Optiollal iII Callada. 



D ynamic safety seeks to 
improve a car's responses 

during difficult or abnormal 
driving situations, for precise, 
predictable handling. 

The process begins at 
Volvo's Crash Safety Laboratory 
in Gothenburg, where a staff of 
fifty research ers and engineers 
crash as manyas seventy Volvos 
yearly. These are supplemented 
by an additional 450 individual 
component tests. The final stage 
of the safety process - the 
follow-up - is left to Volvo's 
Traffic Accident Investigation 
Team. In 1970, we became the 
first European car manufacturer 
to develop and deploy such a 
unit; since then, the team has 
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Tubular steel bars in the 
front and rear doors hel p provide 
protection during side collisions. 
They are securely braced by a 
patented Volvo design. 

At the crash safety laboratory, 
each crash y,elds roughly 
20,000 pieces of information 
drawn from accelerometers, 
force sensors, and elonga . on 
gauges. 
T 

investigated and statistically 
processed over 13.000 road 
accidents of all kinds. The 
resulting information has helped 
in the development of new and 
signiticant safety features, and 
the refinement of existing ones. 

Volvo's efforts regarding 
dynamic safety focus on the 
suspension and wheels, the 
steering mechanism, and the 
brakes: the chassis charac
teristics that influence a car's 
dynamic proper ties. 

All Volvos feature the 
MacPherson strut front 
suspension unit, which optimizes 
ride cornfort and handling 
precision without loss of "road 
feel". For the 240s, Volvo chose a 
live rear axle design, for its easy 
interaction with the suspension's 
other components; the system is 
characterized by constant wheel
to-wheel tracking and constant 
ground clearance. All 740 sedans 
and wagons, and the 
760 Turbo wagon, 
benefit from 

Tlle collapsible steering 
column and wheel are designe 
to provide several stages of 
protectlOn, Each stage helps 
prov, de protection from injury 
at increasing levels of impact 
severity. 

Volvo's supplemental restramt 
system, SRS, is now standard on 
all Volvo modeis. 
T 

Volvo's rear Constant Track 
Suspension. Each of the 
suspension' s functions is handled 
by a separate component, better 
enabling it to neutralize lateral 
sway, vertical travel and body 
roll; there's also a special 
subframe, designed to lessen the 
transmission of road noise and 
vibration to the body - and to 
you. The low, unsprung weight of 

our multilink independent rear 
suspension characterizes the 760 
and 780 sedans. Each rear wheel 
is suspended independently by 
upper and lower links, a support 
arm and a track rod. The 
resulting predictable handling -
and the smooth, comfortable ride 
- never flag, regardless of road 
surface. 

L ow friction , high precision -
these characterize Volvo's 

rack and pinion, power-assisted 
steering system. Regardless of 
the operating situation, the 
system's entire reaction time has 
been engineered for constancy 
and predictability. 





Zinc welding primer is applied to 
critical joints prior to assembly; 
a caulking compound, added 
during assembly, provides 
further protection. A zinc 
phosphate spray follows, for 
better paint adherence. An 
electro-dip primer bath is next; 
then oven-baking, sanding and 
inspection. A wet-on-wet 
application of special abrasion -
resistant paint - to the bottom 
rails, the bottom of the floor, and 
the area behind the rear wheels 
- fo llows next. The lower halt of 
the doors, door sills, rocker 
panels, and sheet metal below 
the beltline are sprayed 

with layers of wet-on-wet sealer -
four coats ab ove the beltline, 
five below. The process ends 
with the application of a top coat, 
and a clear coat 
to metallics. 

The most important comfort
related location in a car is 
unquestionably the driveris seat. 
Volvols driveris seat, 
constructed to retain both its 
shape and flexibility, provides 
near-perfect support to the 
entire body - regardless of the 
length or difficulty of a journey. 

In the series 700 sedans and 
wagons, the driveris seat 
remains adjustable in eight 
different ways; on some modeis, 
adjustments may be effected 

electronically. The 
240s feature 
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front seats with manually 
adjustable legroom, seat height 
and backrest positions; therels 
also a speciallumbar support. 
Whatls more, in cold weather, 
thermostatically-controlled 
heating elements can 
automatically war m the 
cushions and backrests of both 
front seats, turning off when the 
temperaturels comfortable. 

Il Volvos feature a diverse 
array of comfort-related 

amenities. Driver controls are 
set on the steering column, 
within a fingerls reach. Auxiliary 
controls for Volvols comfort and 
safety systems remain grouped 
together, for easy access. 
Therels also an abundance of 
interior storage space, 
distributed throughout the 
passenger compartment. In the 
sedans, the trunk is deep, with a 
flat floor, to maximize usable 
storage space. Split rear seats in 
the 700 series wagons enable 



you to fold down only part of the 
seat; releases are located on the 
outside, for convenience; rear 
seat cushions are removable as 
weil. There's a high-capacity 
Electronic Climate Controi 
(ECC) system in the 760s and 
780s; a manual air conditioner 
and powerful heating unit 
remain standard on all 240s 
and 740s.* 

'Air cOllditiollillg optiollal 011 240s iII u. s.; 
240 DL alld 740 iII Callada. 

Part 01 comfort is versatility, 
and the flexibility of Volvo's 
station wagon interiors enable 
you to arrange your loads in 
ways that suit your needs. 

T 

V OlVO'S engineers have 
narrowed roof pillars and 

provided generous expanses of 
glass in both sedans and 
wagons, for 90 percent visibility. 
All windows are tinted; a tint 
band at the windscreen's top 
offers extra protection against 
glare. Dual mirrors incorporate 
lightly tinted glass, designed to 
reflect light selectively. 

<iIII A user-Iriendly interior that has 
been designed to maximize 
visibility and availability 01 all 
critical gauges and controis 

Volvo maintains six manu
facturing and assembly plants, 
in Sweden, Belgium, Nova 
Scotia and Italy. Each represents 
an attempt to blend the very 
latest in state-of-the-art 
production technology with 
the traditions of hands-on 
craftsmanship. Moreover, Volvo 
remains committed to a quaiity 
working environment as weil as 
a quaiity product. The Kalmar 
production facility, opened in 
1974, represents the fullest 
synthesis of all these ambitions. 

Kalmar stands as one of the 
most advanced automotive 
production facilities in 
existence. Its mobile assembly 
platform system enables a car to 
be moved from place to place 
throughout the plant, without an 
assembly line to dictate the rate 
and quaiity of production. 

Kalmar's design enables Volvo 
to maintain the atmosphere and 
conditions of a small workshop 

within the hull of a 
large, modern, fu lly 
automated plant. 

Because they're located 
along the outer walls, 
the workplaces 
remain air y and relatively 

spacious, splashed with light 
from large windows overlooking 
a scenic view. 

Twenty-five separate teams 
oversee the actual 

assembly, each functioning out 
of its own section: hence the 
"workshop" atmosphere. Those 
on a team jointly int1uence the 
planning of work, organizing it 
according to their likes, 
distributing tasks based on 
fairness and preference, 
breaking at their own initiative. 
Each member of each team 
receives individual reports on 
the quality of work. This 
constant feedback - and results
linked salar y compensation 
have had a notably positive 
effect on production. 

The quaiity exemplified by 
Kalmar is also firmly in 

place at Volvo's other five 
facil ities. And that's as it should 
be. Advanced design, surpassing 
safety systems, and extensive 
testing cannot realize their 
potential uniess they're built into 
the final product. 

At our Kalmar lacility, the team 
concept for building automobiles 
has ~ roved to have a positive 
effect on product quality and 
individual pride. 
T 







The personification olVolvo's "core values, " the 240 DL sedan was rated by The Complete Car Cost Guide as ollering 
the best overall value - and the best resale value - 01 any car in its class. Therein, we think, lies the key to its enduring popularity: 
stability oldesign and value. The 240 DL (like the 240, its more economical edition) has an average life considerably longer 
than most comparable cars. It remains user-jriendly, easy to maintain, and ceaselessly in vogue. And, to date, it has received more 
international salety awards than any other car in the world. 

The f0lvo 240 DL sedan. For those seeking a lormally stylish driving machine that defines automotive excellence, 
it stands as the car of undisputed choice. 





The 240 DL, and more economical240, demonstrate that a wagon needn't be a burden to carry one. No-nonsense utility vehicles, 
they blend the 240 sedan 's performance and maneuverability with a generous,jlexible cargo compartment. Nor need you worry 
about your passengers when carrying a fullload: the 240's design rejlects our traditional concern for safety. You'll find the ergonomic 
innovations, corrosion protection, and the smooth engine and responsive transmissions that distinguish all Volvos. Since we don 't 
think you should trade comfort for convenience, all of the sedans' amenities appear in the wagons, too. 

The Volvo 240 wagons: proof that you can have it all on a budget. 



Features 

The 240 and 240 DL sedans 
feature power-assisted, four
wheel disc brakes; power
assisted, rack and pinion 
steering; heated, adjustable 
front bucket seats; a driveris 
side SRS; an electric rear 
window defroster with an 
automatic shut-off timer; a 
lockable, illuminated glove 
compartment with vanity 
mirror; a warning buzzer, to 
remind you to turn off your 
headlights and take your keys; 
and delayed dome light shut-off. 

The 240 DL sedan also 
offers a number of additional 
amenities as standard 
equipment: air conditioning;* 
an AM/ FM stereo cassette 
receiver; and power windows. 
For those interested in 
enhancing further the DUs 
environment, a manually
operated sunroof is optional. 

The 24O's plush interior and elegant styling .. 
bestow a subtie sophistication. 

The instrument panel's cover is angled 
to reduce glare, and panellighting is 
adjustable; auxiliary controls for the 24O's 
comfort and safety systems are grouped 
conveniently on the center console . 
... 

Volvo's rugged five-speed 
manual transmission offers first 
and second gear ratios selected 
specially to bring you additional 
traction on upgrades, or when 
you're pulling a load. On the 
gearshift lever, a lock-out ring 
helps prevent an accidental shift 
into reverse. Also available is 
Volvo's four-speed automatic 
transmission, engineered to 
increase fuel economy by 

The 240 Dl features a number of 
amenities as standard equipment
including power windows. 
... 

lowering engine revolutions at 
cruising speeds. It features a 
lock-out function, which 
prevents the transmission from 
shifting into overdrive. You'll 
find this of particular benefit on 
hills and grades, when traction 
is critical. 

The 240 series sedans feature 
V01vo's in-line four-cylinder 2.3 

... 
A manually-operated sunroof is available 
as an option on the Dl sedan." 

litre, 114 HP engine, with 
LH-Jetronic fuel injection and 
Lambda Sond emission control. 
It's a low-friction power plant 
with a highly efficient 
lubrication system, lightweight 
pistons and a precision
balanced crankshaft. 

'Optiollal iII Ca llada. 

HU.S. mar/let ollly 



SPECIFICATIONS 

Front spoiler 
Five mile/hour bumpers 
Halogen headlights 
Tinted windows 
Dua l anti-glare mirrors 
Steel belted radial tires 
Power assisted brakes and steering 

(Four wheel disc brakes) 
Centra l power door locks, includes 

trunk and tailgate 
Rear window defroster with timer 
Rear fog lights (usage subject 

to state and locallaws) 
Driver's side supplemental restraint 

system (SRS) (US market only, 
optional Canada) 

Four three-point inertia reel sea t belts/ 
rear center passenger lap belt 

Top tether anchorage point 
Adjustable front bucket seats with 

adjustable lumbar support 
Heated front seats 
Front and rear head restra ints 
Carpeted trunk 

and spare wheel cover 
Pass-through to trunk on sedans 
Illuminated, lockable glove box with 

vanity mirror 
Door panel storage pockets 
Luggage/cargo compartment lights 
Engine compartment light 
Delay for interior light 

WAGONS INCLUDE: 
Rear window wiper/washer with 

intermittent cycle 
Cargo tie-down rings 
Lockable storage compartment 
Removable rear sea t cushion 

240 DL INCLUDES 
Air conditioning* 
AM/FM stereo cassette with 

four speakers* 
Power windows* 
Optional sunroof sedan 

(not available in Canada) 
' Optional in Canada 

2.3 liter OHC, 4 Cylinder 
Electronie ignition system 
Electronie fuel injection 
Horespower 

(SAE-net) 11 4 @ 5400 RPM 
Torque It./lbs 

(SAE-net) 136 @ 2750 RPM 

240 SERIES SEDANS AND WAGONS 

Wlleelbase 
Overall Length 

Sedan 
Wagon 

Overall Height 
Sedan 
Wagon 

Overall Width 
Front Track 
Rea r Track 
Trunk 
Wagon Cargo 

Seat Up 
Seat Down 

Towing Capacity 
Cu rb Weights 

Sedan 
Wagon 

TRANSMISSION 

SUSPENSION 

BRAKES 

TIRES 

104.3 in . 265.0 cm. 

1899 in . 482.4 cm. 
190.7 in . 484.4 cm. 

56.3 in . 143.0 cm. 
57.5 in. 146.0 cm. 
67.3 in . 171.0 cm. 
56.3 in . 143.0 cm. 
53.5 in. 136.0 cm. 
13.9 cult. 0.4 m3 

41.1 cult. 1.2 m3 

76.0 cu. fl. 2.2 m3 

33001bs. 1500kg. 

2919-2954 Ibs. 1303-1314 kg . 
3051-3084 Ibs. 1367-1382 kg. 

Fully synchronized five-speed manual 
Four speed automatic with overdrive fourth gear 
(Optional) 

FRONT 
MacPherson strut with coi l springs 
Power assisted rack and pinian steering 
Stabilizer bar 

REAR 
Live rear axle design 
Coil springs 
Stabilizer bar 

Power-assisted four wheel disc 
Triangular split brake circuit 

185/70R-14 - Sedan 
185/ R- 14 - Wagon 



16~valve 

740GL 

All Volvo~ 740 series sedans are distinguished by the sophisticated 
performance, elegant styling and internalluxury characteristic of the 
very finest European motor cars. 

This year, the 740 GL - like all others in the 740 series - sports a 
new, more aerodynamic /ront, featuring /lush lens headlamps, a low 
profile hood and fenders, and an integrated /ront air dam. And the 740 
GL (as does the more economical740 modet) remains as strong and 
dependable as the basic 240 sedan. 

Power wedded to technology: that~ the hallmark of the 740 GLE 
16-valve. Surpassingly smooth and efficient, the advanced 2.3litre, 
16-valve engine is also economical, tapping its reserves only when 
called upon for passing and high-speed merging. Lest you think the story 
is entirely technical, however, consider the interior voluptuousness, the 
crisply distinctive 15-inch aero-styled alloy wheels - and, this year, the 
740 series' newly redesigned /ront end and rear bumper and taillamps. 

740 GLE 16-valve 





From the Plush velour-and-leather upholstery to the signature matte black trim, the 740 Turbo sedan has consistently 
proven a dazzling package. 

But... this year. .. with new 6 1/2 x 16-inch alloy wheels adorning high-performance 205/55-16 V-rated tires ... 
and the improved performance provided by volvos new Generation III intercooled turbocharger... 
it is, quite literally, something else again. 

The modi/ied 740 Turbo shown on the right enables you to experience what is perhaps the ultima te 
performance Volvo. We /ve augmented the essential 740 Turbo with an accessory ground-effects aerokit,/eaturing 
a new front spoiler, side skirts and a rear skirt valance panel, for an even more aggressive look. 
The result, from any perspective, is a sharp and daunting machine. 





------ --

GL/GLE/TURBO 

740 Turbo Wagon 

740GLE 16-valve Wagon ~ ............. ............-~~ 



740 GL Wagon 

The 740 GL, GLE and Turbo wagons are practical, 
multi/unctional vehicles that offer all the pleasures of a luxury 
European sedan. 

The 740 and 740 GL meet Volvo's requirements for the 
maximization of function; while the elegance of its line endows it, 
not just with respectability, but style. The 740 GLE 16-valve is 
much like the engine that drives it: a triumph of automotive 
technology that remains no less devoted to utility. The 740 Turbo 
stands as one of very few wagons to also be legitimately 
acknowledged as a high-performance automobile. 

In all, the split rear seat serves both cargo and passengers; rear 
seat releases have been positioned on the outside; six cargo tie
down rings make it easier to secure loads; and we've included a 
lockable, concealed compartment, for valuables. 

The 740 fleet: by any measure, wagons of unIimited capacity. 





All 740 sedans and wagons 
employ a dual-circuit four-wheel 
power-assisted disc brake 
system. Anti-lock brakes, 
moreover, are standard on the 
Turbos and GLE 16-valve (and 
available as an option on all 
other 740 models). 

You'll fi nd the standard 
equipment package on all the 
740s to be both generous and 
comprehensive. Included are 
power-assisted braking and 
steering systems; a two-way 
venting sunroof (except on the 
basic 740); air conditioning;* 
power windows; centrallocking; 
a stereo cassette audio system 
with front and rear speakers; 
heated, adjustable front bucket 
seats; four padded head 
restraints; nine storage 
containers; a rear window 
defogger; front and rear 
armrests; avisor/ vanity mirror; 
a tool kit; and much, much 
more. 

On the Turbos, you'll also 
discover the distinctive matte 
trim; 16-inch alloy wheels; V
speed rated tires; larger front 
and rear sway bars; an egg crate 
grille; unique velour-and-Ieather 
upholstery; and the addition of a 
turbo boost gauge and 
voltmeter. 

Each of the 740s boasts an in
dash cassette receiver, coupled 
with a high-capacity amplifier 
that delivers 20 watts to each of 
four channels. The receiver 
incorporates a clock function , 24 
station presets, separate bass 
and treble controIs, and scan 
turning. A power antenna and 
four 5 1/4-inch coaxial speakers 
complete the package. 

A multi-function air conditioning 
system is standard on all 740 
models.* Thirteen outlets help 
ensure that the temperature is 
kept at an even level throughout 
the car without drafts or 
excessive noise. Separate 
defroster outlets are provided 
for both the windshield, and the 
top edges of both front doors. 

As for the 740 heating system, 
it has proven its mettle in the 
hard winters of northern 
Scandinavia - an environment in 
which temperatures of below 
-4 degrees F (-20 degrees C) are 
not uncommon. 

The trunk has been 
designed to maximize usable 
storage space, and for easy 
access. All 740 sedans offer 17.2 
cubic feet (.487m3) of luggage 
capacity. The trunk is deep, 
with a flat floor, permitting 
vertical stowage of luggage. 
There's also a passage leading 
from the trunk through the rear 
armrest to the back seat, for 
such unwieldy items as ski 
equipment. 

The 740 and 740 GL feature a 
2.3 Iitre, 114 HP in-l ine four
cylinder engine, incorporatin~ 
an electronic ignition system 
with spark advance, knock 
sensor, aluminum cylinder 
heads, cross-flow combustion 
chambers, electronic fuel 

~ All 740 sedans offer 17.2 cubic feet 1.487m3) 

of trunk space, designed to maximize 
usable storage space . and for easy access. 

The floor has been set low, at 23 inches, 
for the convenient loading of cargo. 
T 

injection, and Lambda Sond 
emission con tro!. 

The 740 GLE is powered by a 
2.3 li tre 153 HP 16-valve four
cylinder engine. Volvo's multi
valve technology helps 
maximize the potential of the 
basic four-cylinder via more 
efficient air transfer. 
Sophisticated combustion 
chamber design and electronic 
fuel injection and ignition 
systems help produce power 
rivaling that of a turbocharged 
or larger engine. Excellent 
midrange torque facilitates 
passing and traffic merging 
without sacrificing efficiency 
or smoothness. The overall 
result: a smooth, progressive 
power gain. 

In the Turbos, you'll find the 
in-line 2.3litre 162 HP four
cylinder engine featuring 
Volvo's exhaust-driven 
intercooled turbo compressor. 
This year, Volvo introduces our 
Generation III turbocharger. 
This smaller, lighter unit, which 
is activated by the most 
moderate exhaust flow, reduces 
so-called "turbo lag" by a 
remarkable 30-40 percent, for 
quicker engine response. 

.. Eng ine and drivetrain compo
nents are tested individually to 
ensure their reliability, and then 
tested together in their working 
environment. 

'Optional in Canada 



760 Turbo 

760GLE 



The 760 represents the penultimate achievement %ur design, engineering and manu/acturing endeavors. The peerless driving 
experience jlows from the front and rear suspension systems and painstakingly crafted steering and transmission components. 
A sublime blend o/luxury, com/ort and ergonomic engineering produced the incomparable interior. The design derives its silk y 
sophistication from advanced aerodynamic technology. The minute attention to detail bespeaks a manu/acturing process 
that is truly one-ofa-kind. 

The GLE's 2.8litre 145 HP V6 engine, moreover, delivers a smoothjlow o/torque over a wide range o/speeds. 
And the Turbo incorporates the 2.3litre, 162 HP four-cylinder engine /eaturing JiJlvos new Generation III intercooled turbocharger. 

So consider the 760s - i/ what you value most in Ii/e is the best. 





There's something about the term "station wagon" that seems inappropriate to the 760 Turbo. Yes, it is as practical 
and functional as our other wagons. Like the otheys, it fits a flexible, thoughtjully-designed, multi-use compartment into 
a space as long and wide as its companion sedan. 

But it also shares the same sublime blend 01 elements that make the 760 sedan the most splendid product we've 
made in the company's long history. And pairing extraordinary flexibility with incomparable carbuilding creates a vehicle 
that, we modesti y propose, is unique. 

It must be admitted: the 760 Turbo is the veryfinest wagon to be lound in the Volvo line. Given the competition, 
that's quite an achievement. 



Features 

otable for its dean and 
uncomplicated design, the 
elegant dashboard remains both 
pleasing and soothing to the 
eye. Both the instrument panel 
and console have been "dished," 
to improve visibility and make 
important controls more 
accessible. Extensive 
soundproofing has been 
incorporated into the dash, to 
help minimize vibration and 
noise. Every detail of the design 
has received reexamination by 
Volvo's ergonomic consultants -
and, not infrequently, better 
solutions have been integrated 
into the larger picture. You'll 
appreciate these touches, 
among them the glove box latch, 
located within easy reach at the 
extreme left hand. Add the 
adjustable tilt steering column -
and, not least, our much-praised, 
power-adjustable, orthopedically 
designed front bucket seats. The 
result? An incomparably "user
friendly," richly elegant 
passenger compartment - an 
environment that remains of 
surpassing comfort under all 
driving conditions. 

Commonly, a luxury ear is judged by the generosity o/ its 
creature com/orts, rather than by styling and per/ormance. 
At Volvo, of course, we subscribe to a more comprehensive 
vision o/ excellence. Nonetheiess, the 760 will prove a 
delightjul surprise to those seeking an automotive envi
ronment that is luxury personi/ied. 

• 
Volvos are designed for people: 
ease of entry and exit good total 
visibility; ample trunk/cargo 
space; and excellent ventilation. 

The 760s are also characterized 
by a generous complement of 
standard equipment: power
assisted steering and brakes 
(the latter combined with ABS) ; 
cruise control; power windows 
and a power-operated sunroof; a 
Supplemental Restraint System; 
dual anti-glare power exterior 
mirrors (complete with heating 

elements to help keep them ice 
and fog-free); central locking 
everything one might 
conceivably expect to find 
in automobiles of this quality 
and caliber. 

You'll be equally impressed 
(and pleased) by the 760's state
of-the-art SR7145 audio system. 
The system has been carefully 
designed to turn the cabin of the 
760 into a listening room of the 
very highest order. The 
tuner/ equalizer and full-logi c 
circuitry cassette deck are 
driven by separate high-power 
amplifiers. A five-band graphic 
equalizer sensitively modulates 
sound distributed through six 
well-placed speakers. The tuner 
can be called upon to seek and 
store the ten AM or FM stations 
with the strongest signals in its 
"autostore" memory. 

I 

I 
i 
il 
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There's more to the cockpit-like design 01 
the 760 dashboard than its handsome, 
smooth-Ilowing lines - including sleek 
driver controls and stalks, a repositioned 
glovebox release, an adjustable tilt 
steering wheel, and heavier soundprooling. 
T 

rear, is based on extensive research and 
cooperation with orthopedic specialists. 
T 
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Quite apart from its luxury 
features, the 760 remains one 
of the most stab le, responsive, 
superbly handling sedans to 
be found on the road. The low 
unsprung weight of the 
multilink rear suspension 
system, combined with ivomat 
automatic load leveling, help 
provide an incomparably smooth 
and comfortable ride_ 

The 760 also features Volvo's 
anti-lock braking system (ABS), 
paired with dual fron t/rear split 
brake circu its_ By helping 
maintain maximum braking 
effect automatically, ABS is 
designed to help prevent wheel 
lockup on slippery surfaces or 
during sudden, severe braking. 

The 760 GLE's 2_8 litre 145 HP 
V6 engine del ivers a smooth 
fl ow of torque over a wide range 
of speeds - from initial 
acceleration through high-speed 
passing situations. The engine 
block and cylinder head are ca st 
in a light aluminum alloy that 
saves weight and helps create a 
good power/ weight ratio. The 
use of aluminum facilitates 
efficient engine cooling, and 
helps reduce engine wear 
dramatically_ 

The 760 Turbo incorporates 
the in-line, 2.3 litre, 162 HP four
cylinder engine featuring 
Volvo's exhaust-driven turbo 
compressor. The new 
Generation IIIturbocharger -
Volvo's smallest, lightest unit to 
date - reduces so-called "turbo 
lag" by 30-40 percent, for 
quicker engine response. More
over, the turbo boost is present 
at lower engine speeds, 
providing improved torque 
and response. 

With a MacPherson strut Iront suspension, 
a multilink rear suspension and an anti
lock brak ing system, the 1990 760 remains 
one 01 the most stable, responsive, superbly 
handl ing luxury veh ic les on the road . .., 

.... The low, unsprung weight 01 the multilink rear 
suspension system helps provide an 
incomparably smooth, comlortable ride. 

The principal component of 
Volvo's Supplemental Restraint 
System is an inflatable restraint -
better known as an ai r bag. The 
system has been carefully 
designed, engineered and 
exhaustively tested to deploy 
only when needed. \Vhat's 
more, the complete cycle, from 
inflation to deflation , takes place 
in approximately two-tenths of 
a second - literally, the blink 
of an eye. 

In frontal or certain front 
angular coll isions of sufficient 
impact*, the sensor sets off the 
ignitor in the gas generator, 
thus inflating the bag. Because 
damage to a car's battery in a 
crash is possible, a standby 
power unit helps to ensure that 
the system will remain 
operable. The bag also features 
a special relief opening - through 

which the gas is released as 
pressure is applied. Thus the 
forward motion of the driver is 
lessened. 

A contemporary aesthetic, 
sumptuous appointments, 
quality-oriented manufacturing, 
and a dedication to the Volvo 
traditions - all coalesce in the 
760 GLE and 760 Turbo sedans: 
our most complete automotive 
achievements. 

'The Volvo SRS is designed to deploy 
only during/ront and/ront angular 
collisions at speeds equal to or greater 
than the/orce ereated by avehide 
crashing at approximately 12 MPH 
(J9.3 km/ h) into a fixed barria 







Features 

The 780ls unstinting emphasis 
on Old World quaIity is evident 
immediately upon entering the 
passenger compartment. 
Perhaps most striking are the 
signature birch burl accents in 
the dash and door panels, 
which have been painstakingly 
treated, layered and matched. 
Equally appealing is the 
exquisite leather, carefully 
matched in stylish tones. 

Power adjustable through a 
wide spectrum of positions, the 
front bucket seats feature 
heating elements in both 
backrest and seat cushion. 
Instrumentation and driver 
controls remain well-positioned 
and clearly visible. 

~ 80th Iront seats offer a "memary" glide leature 
that allows easier access to the rear sea!. 

Of course, the 780 boasts a 
complement of standard 
equipment: fro nt seats that have 
been modified for easy access 
to the rear by automatically 
gliding forward when the 
backrest is folded, then 
resuming their original position 
when it's replaced; an automatic 
climate controI system thatls 
capable of changing the carl s 
environment completely 6.5 
times per minte; an AM/ FM 
stereo cassetle receiver; a 
Supplemental Restraint System; 
and such indispensable 
elements as cruise control, a 
rear window demister with 
automatic shutoff timer, a 
power moonroof with a tilt and 
slide function, and a rear seat 
passageway to the trunk, for 
stowage. 

The interior reflects Volvo 's commitment ~ 

to a surpassingly satisfying measure 
01 comlorl. You'lI lind a lull complement 
01 standard equipment and leatures
including a power moonrool. 

The power-assisted, rack 
and pinion steering remains 
consistent and precise. The 
MacPherson strut front wheel 
suspension features a 
transverse steel wishbone, 
designed to enable the fro nt 
wheels to maintain the correct 
relationship to the road. The 
multilink rear suspension 
system has been constructed so 
as to simultaneously provide 
ride cornfort and solid 
roadholding. 

The 780s feature four-wheel 
disc brakes with ventilated front 
discs and sliding calipers. The 
anti-lock braking system (ABS) 
automatically modulates 
hydraulic pressure to each of 

.. 
Each carfeatures hand-sewn, 
stylishly matched leather . 

.. 
The dashboard 01 the 780. with its 
meticulously crafted birch burl accents 
and ergonomic user-Iriendliness. 
eloquently describes the combined 
concerns 01 its !Wo parents. 

the front and rear disc brakes, 
to help maintain braking forces 
near the maximum - no matter 
how hard or severely the pedal 
is pressed. 

The 2.8 litre 145 HP V6 
engine feature d in the 780 
Coupe provides a smooth and 
powerful flow of torque over a 
wide range of speeds. The 780 
Turbo coupe is powered by the 
specially modified 2.3 litre 188 
HP turbo engine, featuring 
Volvols new Generation III 
turbo unit. 



When Volvo first envisioned 
a personal grand touring 
automobile, we began by 
reviewing the essentials 
from both the design and 
manufacturing standpoints. 
We anticipated an elegant 
and luxurious automobile 
in the classic mode. Rather 
than being overstated, it 
had to be comfortable in a 
personal way, as though built 
specifically for the individual 
behind the wheel. We also 
knew that, for all this, it needn't 
call attention to itself - because 
its status as a world-class 
automobile would be evident 
at the very first glance. 

We understood, of course, 
that a car of this caliber could 
only be built in limited 
quantities. Though technology 
plays a part, the design and 
production of a classic 
automobile demands the skill 
and, ab ove all, the care that are 
the hall marks of traditional 
craftsmanship - and of all Volvo 
cars. Thus, it was only natural 
that, when it came time to 
marry Volvo's engineering 
talents to those of an 
automotive design firm, we 
sought the one - and only one -
that is our equal in this regard: 
Carrozzeria Bertone. 

The 780's design underwent innumerable 
changes and modilications belore it 
satislied the requirements - and aesthetics -
01 both Volvo and Bertone. 
T 

Bertone. For over sixty years, 
it has produced automotive 
legends. ]t is the creator of, 
among other masterpieces, the 
1954 Alfa Romeo Giulietta 
Sprint, the Ferrari Dino 
308GT4, and the Lamborghini 
Countach. nder the 
stewardship of uccio Bertone, 
son of the founder, it remains a 
specialized shop dedicated to 
Old World ways. 

The 780 is truly an equal 
partnership between Volvo and 
Bertone. Volvo undertook the 
product specifications and 
quaIity demands, as weil as 

Carrozzeria Bertone 

providing the driveline and 
chassis components. To 
Bertone fell the tasks of design 
development, engineering, the 
creation of prototypes and the 
provision of materials, tooling, 
and the setting up of 
production lines. 

The resulting car, says 
l uccio Bertone, lI represents 
the ideal marriage between 
frontrunner technologies and 
the craft of automobile 
construction.1I 



SPECIFlCATIONS 

STANDARD FEATURES 

Five mile/hour bumpers 
Halogen headlights 
Tinted windows 
Dual anti-glare mirrors 
Power-assisted brakes and steering 

(four wheel disc brakesl 
Air conditioning (U.S Accessory on 

base model in Canadal 
Central power door lock 

(includes trunk and ta ilgatel 
Power windows 
Rear window defroster wi th timer 
Driver's side supplemental restra int 

system (SRSI (US market only, 
optional Canada l 

Four three-point inertia reel seat 
belts/ rear center passenger lap belt 

Adjustable front bucket seats with 
adjustable lumbar support 

Heated front seats 
Padded front and rear head restraints 
AM/FM ETR stereo cassette with 

ampl ifier, front and rear speakers, 
power antenna 

Rear foglights 
(usage subject to state and local lawsl 

Luggage/cargo compartment lights 
Red warning lamps on doors 
Door panel and seat storage pockets 
Pass through to trunk on sedans 
Front and rear fl oar mats 
Tool kit 

WAGONS INCLUDE 
Spl it rear sea t 
Removable rear seat cushions 
Rear window wiper/washer with 

intermittent cycle 
Cargo tie-down rings 
Lockable storage compartment 

740 GL INCLUDES 
Sunroof with til t and slide function 
Interior dame light delay 
Map lights 
Illuminated vanity mirror 
Engine compartment light 

740 SERIES SEDANS AND WAGONS 

740 GLE 16-VALVE INCLUDES 
Power operated sunroof 
Power operated mirrors 
6"x15" aero styled alloy wheels 
Ant i-lock brake system (ABSI 
Cruise controi 
16-valve 2.3 liter engine 

740 TURBO INCLUDES 
Power opera ted sunroof 
Power opera ted mirrors 
6 1/2" x 16" five spake alloy wheels 
55 Series V-rated radial tires 
Anti-lock brake system (ABSI 
Turbo charged and inter-cooled 

2.3 liter engine 
Black-out trim 
Turbo boost gauge 
Voltmeter 

ENGINES -
740/740 GL 
2.3 liter OHC, 4 cylinder 
Electronie ignition system 
Electronie fuel injection 
Horsepower 

(SAE-netI1 14 @ 5400 RPM 
Torque ft./lbs., 

(SAE-netI136 @ 2750 RPM 

740 GLE 16-VALVE 
2.3 liter DOHC, 4 cylinder 
Sixteen valves 
Twin balance shafts 
Electronic ignition system 
Electronie fuel injection 
Horsepower 

(SAE-netI153 @ 5700 RPM 
Torque ft./I bs 

(SAE-net) 150 @ 4450 RPM 

740 TURBO 
2.3 liter OHC, 4 cylinder 
Exhaust-driven, water cooled Turbo 

compressar 
Intereaoler 
Electronic ignition system 
Electronie fuel injection 
Horsepower 

(SAE-netI 162 @ 4800 RPM 
Torque ft./lbs 

(SAE-net) 195 @ 3450 RPM 

DIMENSIONS 
AND 
WEIGHTS 

Wheelbase 
Overall Length 
Overall Height 

Sedan 
Wagon 

Overall Width 
Track 
Trunk 
Wagon Cargo 

Seat up 
Seat down 

Towing Capacity 
Curb Weights 

Sedan 
Wagon 

TRANSMISSION: 

SUSPENSION 

BRAKES 

TIRES 

109.1 in. 
188.4 in. 

55.5 in. 
56.5 in. 
68.9 in. 
57.5 in. 
17.2 cu ft. 

39.3 cu. ft. 
74.9 cu. ft. 
3300 1bs. 

2954-3073 Ibs 
3082-31 94 Ibs. 

Fully synchronized five-speed manual 
(740 and 740G Ll 

2l7.0cm. 
478.5 cm. 

141.0 cm. 
143.5 cm. 
175.0 cm. 
146.0 cm. 
.487 m3 

1.1 m3 
2.1 m3 

1500 kg. 

1355-1395 kg. 
1399-1453 kg. 

Fuliy synchronized five-speed manual with electrically 
operated fifth gear (GLE and Turbol 

Four-speed automatic wi th overdrive fourth gear 
(optionall 

FRONT 
MacPherson strut with co il springs 
Power-assisted rack and pin ian steering 
Stabilizer bar 19mm Sedan/21 mm Wagons 
and Turbos 

REAR 
Constant track rigid live rear axle with subframe 
Coil springs 
Gas-filled shock absorbers 
Stabilizer bar 16mm Sedan/ 19mm Turbo Sedan 

Power-assisted four wheel disc 
Anti-lock brake system with split circuits 
(Standard 740 GLE and Turbo, optionalon 740, 740 GLI 

185/65R-15T- 740, 740 GL, 740 GLE 
205/55R-16V-Turbo 



760SERIESSEDANSANDWAGO S 

STANDARD 

Driver's side supplemental restraint 
system (SRS) (Optional in Canada) 

Four three-point inertia reel seat belts/ 
rear center lap belt 

Power-assisted steering 
Anti-lock brake system (ASS) 

(four wheel disc) 
Cruise controi 
Electronic climate controi 
AM/FM ETR stereo cassette with 
the equalizer, ampli fier, six speakers 
power antenna, anti-theft circuitry 

Power windows and door locks, 
tinted glass 

Dual power mirrors with heating 
elements 

Power sunroof with tilt 
and slide function 

Power adjusted front bucket seats 
with heating elements and lumbar 
adjustment 

Padded front and rear head restra ints 
Tilt steering column 
Electric rear window defroster 
Front and rear floor mats 
Halogen headlights 
Front and rear fog lights 

(usage subject to state and locallaws) 
Illuminated vanity mirror 
Engine & luggage compartment lights 
Interior light delay 

760 GLE 
2.8 liter, V-6 aluminum alloy OHC* 
Electronie ignition system 
Electronic fuel injection 
Horsepower 

(SAE-net) 145@51oo RPM 
Torque ftJlbs 

(SAE-net) 136 @ 2750 RPM 

760 TURBO 
2.3 liter, OHC, 4 cylinder 
Exhaust-driven, water cooled Turbo 

intercooler compressor 
Electronie ignition system 
Electronie fuel injection 
Horsepower 

(SAE-net) 162 @ 4800 RPM 
Torque ftJlbs 

(SAE-net) 195 @ 3450 RPM 

*Developed and manufactured by Societe 
Franco-Suedois De Moteurs-PRV. a company 
owned by Volvo jointly with Peugeot and 
Renault. 

WAGON INCLUOES 
Split rear seat 
Removable rear seat cushions 
Rear window wiper/washer with 
intermittent cycle 

Cargo tie down rings 
Lockable storage compartment 

Wheel base 109.1 in. 
Length 188.4 in. 
Overall Height 

Sedan 55.5 in. 
Wagon 56.5 in. 

Width 68.9 in. 
Track 

Front 57.5 in. 
Rear Sed. 59.8 in. 
RearWag. 57.5 in. 

Trunk 17.2 cu . f t 
Wagon Cargo 

Seat up 39.3 cu. fl. 
Seat down 74.9 cu . ft . 

Towing 
Capacity 33oo lbs. 
Curb Weights 3272-

33051bs. 

TRANSMISSION 
Four-speed automatic 

277.0 cm. 
478.5 cm. 

141.0 cm. 
143.5 cm. 
175.0 cm. 

146.0 cm. 
152.0 cm. 
146.0 cm. 
.487 m3 

1.1 m3 

2.1 m3 

1500 kg. 
1482-
1495 kg. 

with overdrive fourth gear 

SUSPENSION 
FRONT 
MacPherson strut with coil springs 
Power assisted 

rack and pinion steering 
Stabilizer bar 
REAR (Sedan)-
Multilink independent 
Coil springs 
Automatic leveling 
REAR (Wagon) -
Constant track rigid rear axle 

with subframe 
Coil springs 
Automatic self-Ieveling 

BRAKES 
Power-ass isted four wheel disc 

brakes, anti-lock brake system (ABS) 

l iRES 
185/65R-15T - GLE with alloy wheels 
195/6oR-15H - Turbo with alloy wheels 

780 COUPE 

Driver's side supplemental restraint 
system (SRS) 

Four three-point inertia reel seat belts 
with pre-tensioner on front belts 

Power assisted steering 
Anti-lock brake system (ABS) 

(four wheel disc) 
Cruise controi 
Electronie climate controi 
AM/FM ETR stereo cassette 

with equalizer, 200 watt 
amplification, power antenna, 
four speakers 

Power windows and door loc s 
Tinted glass 
Power mirrors with heating elements 
Power glass sunroof with sunshade 
Power adjusted front bucket seats 

with glide feature, adjustable 
lumbar support 

Heated front seats 
Front and rear head restraints 
Illuminated vanity mirror 
Birch burl wood accents 
Front and rear fog lights 

(usage subject to state and locallaws) 
Remote trunk and fuel door release 
Front and rear map lights 
Interior light delay 
Tool kit 
Alloy wheels-6"x15" coupe, 

7'x1 5" Turbo Coupe 

780 V-6 COUPE 
2.8 liter V-6 aluminum alloy OHC* 
Electronie ignition system 
Electronie fuel injection 
Horsepower 

(SAE-net) 145@ 5100 RPM 
Torque ftJlbs. 

(SAE-net) 136 @ 2750 RPM 

780 TURBO COUPE 
23 liter OHC, 4 cylinder 
Exhaust-driven, water cooled Turbo 

intercooler compressor 
Electronie ignition system 
Electronie fuel injection 
Horsepower 

(SAE-net) 188@48oo RPM 
Torque ftJlbs 

(SAE-net) 206 @ 3900 RPM 

Volvo Cars of orth America - Rockleigh, .]. 07647 
Volvo Canada Ltd. - Willowdale, Ont M2H 2N7 Printed in USA 

Wheelbase 109.1 in. 
Overall Length 188.7 in. 
Overall Width 68.9 in_ 
Overall Height 55.1 in. 
Track 

Front 57.9 in. 
Rear 59.8 in. 

Trunk 14.7 mft. 
Towing 
Capacity 2ooolbs. 
Curb Weights 3415-

34391bs. 

TRANSMISSION 
Four-speed automatic 

277.0 cm 
479.4 cm. 
175.0 cm. 
140.0 cm. 

147.0 cm. 
152.0 cm. 
.416 m3 

907 kg. 
1549-
1560 kg. 

with overdrive fourth gear 

SUSPENSION 
FRONT 
MacPherson strut with coil springs 
Power-assisted 

rack and pinion steering 
Stabilizer bar 
REAR 
Multi link independent 
Coil springs 
Automatic self-Ieveling 

BRAKES 
Power-assisted four wheel disc 

brakes, anti-lock brake system (ABS) 

TIRES 
195/65R-15H 

Same of the information in this catalog 
may be incorrect due to product 
changes which may have occurred after 
this book was printed_ Same of the 
equipment described or shown may now 
be available only at extra cosI. Before 
ordering, please ask your Volvo dealer to 
bring you up-to-date_ 

The manufacturer reserves the right 
to make changes at any time, without 
notice, to prices, color, materials, 
equipment, specifications, and modeis. 
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