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The Idea. 
Once upon a time there was an engineer 

ca lled Gustaf Larson. 
Larson wanted to desig n a car that was 

as safe as possib le for its passengers. Lar
son was a man who cared about other 

people. Assa r Gabrielsson shared Larson's 
ideals; together the two men were to build a 
car that was safer and more reliable than 

any oth er car. 

In 1927, the job was done. 
The first few vehicles were named 

af ter Larson, but soon the new car and their 

company became Volvo. 

Larson said that "the basis for every
thing we do at Volvo is, and must remain , 
sa fet y and care". 



Volvo is Latin. It means I roll. Volvo 240 is Swedish. It means I keep on rolling. 
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In 1987, the Volvo 240 was elected " Family ear ot 
the Year", and in 1988, it was chosen the "Satest 
Estate" in its category in the United States. 

Since that time Gustal Larson's words have 
been law to us. 

A law that guides all our research and 
design work. More than once it has meant 
that our ca rs have had eq uipment that no 
one else had thought of. 

We were l irst in the world to fit our cars 
with a laminated windscreen; we were lirst 
in making 3- point seat be lts standard 
equipment ; we were l irst with the Lambda 
sond -contro lled catalytic conve rter. 

The truth is that our law has later been 
made law in a number 01 countries around 
the world . 

Not a bad law, Larson's law. 

( 
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New: A larger rear screen on the 240 Estate. 
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At times our own law is more demanding 
than other laws. 

When authori ties st ipu late that a car 
must withstand a 50 km/h head-on eolli 
sion, we say the limit is 58 km/h. 

Add ing a mere 8 km/h may not sound 
much , but in reality it means a 36 per cent 
load increase on the ear. 

Not every ear can manage that. 
A Volvo must. 
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How far can you take aerodynamies? 
A ear with extreme ly low wind resis

tanee isn' t as spae ious; not on ly is there 
less luggage spaee, but less room for the 
heads of passengers too. 

Extremely low wind resistanee also af
feets roadholding: Side wind stabi lity isn't 
what il oughl to be. 

Add to thi s that, provid ing you drive at 
normal speeds, extremely low wind res is
tanee only affeets fuel eonsumption mar
g inail y. 

At Volvo we take aerodynamies 
seri ously. That's why a Volvo looks like 

a Volvo. 



r 

Designed for people. 
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Medical expertise helped us design the driver's 
seat. There is easy-to-read instrumentation and 
good ventilation. 

It's on ly logieal: 
A driver who's bothered by diffieult- to

read instru men tat ion and misp laeed eon
trols is not a happy driver. 

A driver who isn 't eomfortab le is a 
tense driver. 

Wh ile a driver who's at ease in his ear 
is an alert driver. 

Everything around the Volvo dri ver has 
been designed aeeordingly. 

Log ieal, isn't it? 



Comfort. 

11 



12 

What happens outs ide the ear is important ly suited to the catalytic conve rter, which in 
too. turn converts most of the exhaust fumes 

All of Volvo's petroi eng ines now have into steam. Volvo 's Lambda sond is electri 
Lambda sond and catalyti c converter. They ca lly heated to min imize pollution also in 
run on unleaded pet roI. co ld climates. A warning light goes on 

The Lambda sond makes sure what' s when emissions are too high. And with the 
injected into the eng ine comes out perfect- help of an electronic d iag nostic unit, faults 

in the system can be located in a matter of 
minutes. 

But cars can be harmful to th e environ
ment even before you drive them: When 
they' re manufactured. 

That's why we keep introduc ing new 
metallic paints that are good for the envi
ron ment. 



That's why we demand our suppliers 
share our concern for the environment. 

All of whi ch means that your new Volvo 
is equipped with a rather rare feature these 

days: 

A clean conscience. 
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Caring about your family as much as 
about yourself. Caring about the 
future as much as about the present. 
Caring. 
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Since we've always bu ilt our cars accord
ing to our own ideals, Volvos have never 
conformed to the latest car fashion. 

Volvos, therefore, have never gone out 
of style as fast as other makes. An excellent 
indication of which is the Volvo 240. 

And since our cars have also proven 
more reliab le and longer lasting than most 
other makes, quaiity, running costs and 
trade- in value are popular discussion 
top ics indeed among Volvo owners. 

In fact, they have remained so for the 
last 60 years, and there's been no indica
tion of a change. 

On the contrary. 



Quaiity. 
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The Difference. 
Choosing your new car is an important de
c ision. You r life may depend on il. 

May we therefore suggest you com
pare our brochure with those of other car 
manufacturers. 

What you'll find is that we tell you more 
about our cars than they do. 

Which doesn't mean to say that they' re 
trying to hide anything. 

The reason is that the Volvo 240 pos
sesses qualities in design and detail you 
just won 't find elsewhere. 

As you know, we believe very strong ly 
in these qualities. 

Others may have a different opin ion . 
What's yours? 

o 
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Front: Individual front whee l suspension 
with spring struts and anti - ro ll bars. Rack
and -pinion power steerin g. 
Rear: Live rear axle ensures constant track 
and wheel angles. 

Result: The carefull y balanced chassis 
means the car behaves predictably, offer
ing superior comfort and road -holding , 
even at high speeds. The 9.8- metre turning 
circle puts many smaller cars to shame. 

Durability. Smooth and powerful. Good 
handling . Clean exhaust fumes. Easy to 
service . 
Solutions: Low mechanical fri ction means 
less wear and a smoother engine that lasts 

Requirements: Reliability and economy. longer. Good mid -register torque provides 
a quick boost for overtaking . Microproces-



sor controlled ignition systems resu lt in op

timal combusti on and better fuel eeonomy. 
Gearboxes have overdr ive. (3-way eatalyt

ie converters with Lambda sond neutralize 

exhaust fumes.) This is true for the Volvo 

240 eng ine. 

Engineering. 
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Safety cage: Like most other modern cars, 
the Volvo 240 has crumple zones at the 
fron t and rear. Unlike most other modern 
cars, the Volvo 240 passenger compart
ment fits into a rigid steel cage. Steel bars 
inside the doors give extra protection. The 
seats are securely anchored. As are the 
standard head restraints mounted front 
and rear in 4- and S-door 240s alike. The 
back of the rear seat has an extra strong 
closing mechanism on the S-door version; 
an invention we've borrowed from the truck 
division. 
Fuel tank: Its position near the rear axle 
helps the 240 cope with rear impacts. And 
the tank cap is designed not to open in a 
collision. 
Brake liglJl An extra brake light in the rear 
screen minimizes ri sks of being hit from be
hind. " 



If the worst comes to the worst: Crumple zones, steel bars in the doors, and an engine that is pushed back and down in a collision. Plus the Volvo safety cage. 
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The steering wheel on a Volvo 240 collapses in a 
collision. 

Efficient dual-circuit brake system. 



Brakes: Power assisted disc brakes wi th 
non -asbestos brake pads ensure exact but 
gentie braking. Should one circuit fai l, you 
still have 80% braking power left, and the 
car hand les we il even in an emergency. 
The system also features a pressure- reg u
lating stepped-bore brake cylinder, which 
keeps the brake pedal in position; it wi ll not 

How many small reasons do you have 
for buying a Volvo? 

sink down on the floor if the pressure 

changes. 
Children: For children to be as safe as 
adults in cars, special seats are needed. 
Volvo designs and makes child safety 
eq uipment which is idea lly suited for our 
cars. Talk to your dealer for detailed infor

mation. 
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Don't look twice. 

Function: All controls are easy to reach. 
You'll find the m without taking your eyes off 
the road. The comprehensive instrumenta
tion is illuminated with a spec ial type of 
halogen light which is kind to the eyes. A 
warning light indicating broken light bulbs 
is standard . 240s with catalytic converters 

are fitted with "check engine" lights and an 
alert for insufficient exhaust cleaning. The 
entire interior is designed to minimize in 
juries, should something happen. Excellent 
visibility all round is a standard feature en
joyed by the whole 240 range. 



12 air inlets/ outlets make sure the indoor climate 
is preferable to the one outside. You can also mix 
hot air with fresh air, if you wish. 

Comfort: Medical expertise helped us de- There are numerous compartments and 
sign the driver's seat, wh ich can be adjust- plenty of space for stowing things. Attract-
ed in numerous ways such as th e lumbar ive upholstery fabr ics in various colour 
support. Standard equipment includes air schemes. 
conditioning and centrallocking. 
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"It's a question of research. " "Look at all those lovely slopes!" 
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.§pace programme 4: The 4-door 240 is . 
about the most spacious vehicle you can 
find (uniess you'd prefer our 5-door ver
sion): 395 litres worth of luggage capacity, 
with a spec ial cargo slot for long items . 
.§pace prog ramme 5: The 5-door 240 is 
about the most spacious vehic le you can 
find (un iess you'd prefer a regu lar bus): 
The fifth door opens high and is eq uipped 
wi th gas struts. Rear windscreen wiper and 
washer are standard . With the back sea! 
erect, you can load up to 1,200 li tres of lug 
gage. And with the back seat fo lded, as 



much as 2,150 litres. The completely flat 
load ing space can accommodate up to 
188-cent imetre- long items (even long er if 
you take the back seat cushion out of the 
ear). Six tie-down rings he lp you strap you r 
cargo securely. Extra load space under
neath the floor provides sa fe storage for 
valuab le goods. 

An opti onal folding seat enab les your 
240 to carry two additional ch ildren in com
p lete safety. A dog guard wh ich folds into 
the ce iling is another usefu l accessory. 

"The view will make it worth it." "Imagine the look on mother' s face when we get 
there." 
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Never mind the rain , the ice and the snow. 
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Bodywork: Exposed parts of the Volvo 240 

body are made of galvanized sheet steel. 
And beeause the Volvo 240 body has fewer 
parts than most other makes, it also has 

fewer joints. Whieh means rust gets less of 
a ehanee. Volvo 240 door sills are venti lat -

ed, whieh hel ps keep rust 's a lly, dampness, 
at bay. 

Under eover: The entire bOdy is firs! im

mersed in a phosphate zine bath, the n in an 

eleetrolytie one. This ant i-eorrosion treat-



ment also provides an excellent ground ing 

for the subseq uent layers of pain!. 
Paintwork : Robots give us a big hand in 
app lying a total of seven layers. 

Proteetion: An ti -eorrosion fluid is injeeted 
into eavities. 

Resu lt: A ear with the same high quaiity 

th roughout ; in bodywork , chassis, engine 
and interior. A ear with a very long lifespan. 

A ear with a very high trade- in value. 

A Volvo 240, in short. 

A total of seven layers is applied. 
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The Choice. 
No, the Volvo 240 is not like other cars. 

Nor are there ve ry many versions. 
You must, however, decide whether 

you want a Saloon or an Estate. 
You must also decide what colour and 

upholstery you'd like. 
And there are quite a few opti ona l 

extras. 
What is in fact standard, and what is 

optional? 
We ' ll tell you what little you need to 

know on the following pages. 
Shou ld you still want to ask about 

something, may we suggest you contact 
your Volvo dealer. 

That's what he's there for. 
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Volvo 240 
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Technical information. 

Ellgine 

Con fi guration 

Fuel system 

Disp lacement, cc 

Bare/Stroke, mm 

Max. outpu l, EC kW/hp/ rpm 

Max. torque, ECE Nm/kpm/rpm 

Campression ratio/Min. octane* 

Emiss ion controi 

Transmission 

Manual 

Automatic 

Electrical system 

Battery capac ity (12 V) 

Allernator rati ng, A 

Ig nit ion system 

Fuel tank 

Volume, I 

Steering gear (power assisted) 

Rack and pinion. Ratio 

Turning ci rcle diameter, m 

Wheels 

Stee l braced radial ply tyres 

Rims 

*The engine B 230F must be run on unleaded pe t roi. 

240GL 

B230F 

In - line 4-cyl. 

In term ittent injection 

2316 

96/80 

85/116/5400 

185/18.8/2500 

9.81/91 (unleaded) 

Catalyst conve rter 
and Lambda sond 

5-speed 

4-speed incl. 00 

450A 

70 

Microprocessor con trolled 

60 

17.3:1 

9.8 

185170 14 

5.5" x 14" 
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Warranty : 12-monlh inlernational warranly wilhoul 
kilomelerage limilarion. 

The faelory reserves the right to make ehanges lo 
design and equipmenl wilhoul prior nolifieation. 

N.B. Volvos are expor/ed all over the world and spe
eifieations vary somewhal in Ihe differenl markels. 
The pielures in Ihis brochure are nol fully adapled 
lo any individual markel, so please consull your 
loeal Volvo dealer who will be pleased lo give you 
full delaiis. 

Standard equipment/option. 

Laminated windscreen 

Heated rear window 

Rec lining front seats wi th lumbar support 

Driving sea t height adjustment 

Rear sea t cen tre arm rest 

Front/rear head restrain ts wit h cushions 

3-point inertia reel safety belts, front and rear 

Safety belt reminder 

Lockable glove compartment wi th ligh ting 
and van ity mirror 

Luggage compartm ent light ing 

Engine bay lighting 

Brake failure warnin g 

Bulb failure warning 

Rear fog li ghts 

2-speed plus intermittent wipers/e lectric washers 

Tr iangle split , dual -circuit brake system and 
stepped-bore master cylinder 

Power-assisted disc brakes all round 

Child safety locks on rear doors 

Internally adjustable door mirrors 

Electr ically controlled door mirrors 

Front spoiler 

Tinted side and rear windows 

Electric windows, front/rear 

Centrallocking 

Alloy wheels 

Rad ial ply steel belted tyres 

Air condit ioning 

Rear window wiper /washer* 

• Standard O Optional extra *Estate version 

240GL 

• 
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Colour and upholstery. 

No Colour 

18 Wh ite 

60 1 Red 

130 Silve r meta Ili e 

177 Silver grey metal lic 

400 Beige metall ic 

40 Red metalli c 

410 Light blue metal lic 

Beige velour (4135/5135) 

240GL 

Velour 

Btue or Beige 

Beige 

Blue 

Beige 

Beige 

Beige 

Blue or Beige 

Blue velour (4134/5134) 

189 White 

130 Silver metallie 

400 Beige metallie 

410 Light blue metallie 

601 Red 

177 Silver grey metallie 

409 Red metallie 

N.B. lt is not possible to reproduce exact original 
shades in printed material. Please ask your dealer 
to show you samples. 
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