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Volvo, Inc.,Rockleig h, New Jersey 07647 Tel : (201) 768-7300 NYC.Tie- line 564-2216 

Contact: Richard B. Bauer 

FOR RELEASE: AMs Friday 
April 18, 1969 

LARGEST, MOST POWERFUL VOLVO 
SET FOR UNITED STATES MARKET 

ROCKLEIGH, N. J. ---Volvo, the Swedish auto manufacturer, 

today introduced its largest, most powerful car to the American 

market. Called the 164, this new four door sedan is powered by 

the first six cylinder engine eve r to be seen in a Volvo passenger 

car in this country. 

According to Volvo, Inc. president Stig Jansson, the 164 has 

been designed to compliment Vo1vo l s existing cars with added 1ux-

ury and performance. 

O verall styling is similar to the company1s current 140 Series 

s edans but the new car has a bold front end design dominated by a 

vertical grille. 

The new 182 cubic inch six cylinder engine produces 145 horse-

power compared to the 118 horsepower developed by the four cylinder 

engine being used in all the 140 Series cars. 

The wheelbase of the 164 is four inches longer than the 140 Series 

cars and the overall length is up three inches. 
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J ans son has predicted that Americans will buy about 40, 000 

Volvos in 1969, a figure that will assure th e company of its fourth 

consecutive yearly sales record. H e said that limited production 

facilities in Sw e den would hold the American supply of 164s to a bout 

6000 this year. 

Noted for including many features as standard equipment which 

ar e e xtr a cost o ptions on dorn e stic cars, Volvo lists th e following 

s tandard equipment for th e 164: powe r stee ring, powe r disc br a k e s, 

reclining l eath e r s eats, tinted glass, whit e wall tires, trunk and e ngin e 

compartme nt lights, e l e ctric rear window d efrost e r a nd und e rc oating. 

B asic optional e quipm e nt is limit e d to a utom a tic transmis sion and air 

conditioning plus a sel e ction of radios and st e r eo t a p e pl a y e r s. 

Th e 164 exceeds a ll existing safety standards and in addition h as two 

x clusive safety f eatur e s - a nti-whiplash front seats and a dua l circuit 

e m e rg e ney braking s yst e rn which oper a t es on thr e e wheels p e r circuit. 

Aceording to Volvo e ngineers, thre e -wh e el braking is 80% effici e nt com­

par e d to th e 30% to 70 % efficiency of existing two-wh ee l sys terns. 

Volvo I s exclusiv e a nti -whiplash front s eats a r e controlle d by s p e cial 

friction devic es th a t a llow th e seat b a cks t o r e cline a t a c ontr o ll e d r a t e 

s hould th e ear b e hit from th e r ea r. Front seats also r e cline to make 

b e ds a n d cont a in knobs t o change th e shape of th e s eats in th e critic a l 

a r ea contacted by th e low e r part of an occupant I s back. 
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The 164 a ls o h a s a n e w s a f e ty st ee ring c o lumn which inc o r­

pora t e s t el e s co ping sectio n s tha t will colla p se f r om e ithe r dir e c-

tion. Outside r ea r vi e w mirro rs with tint e d g l a s s a r e included o n 

both s id s of th e c a r a nd th e ins i de mirr o r i s quipped with a n a nti­

glar e position. 

p ag e 3 

Enginee ring highlight of Vol vo ls n e w six cylinde r e n g ine i s a n 

a utomati c a ir t empe r a tur e control s y s t e rn. B y r egula ting a ir t em­

p e r a tur e t o a bout 8 50 b efor e it e nt e r s th e e n gine , this s yst ern ass ur es 

m aximum o p e rating effici e ncy . Th e r e sult , a cc o rding t o V o lvo en gi­

n ee r s , i s hi gh p e rfo rma nc e with l ow exh a u s t emis sio n s . 

I n a dditi o n t o h a ving 23 % mor e h o r se powe r tha n a ny oth e r V o lvo 

a utomo bil e engine , th e n e w six a l so d eve l o p s 33% m o r e t o r qu e . With 

thi s p ow r inc r ease , V o l vo s ays it has b een ab l e t o u s econom y gea ring 

witho ut sac rif i c ing a c ce l e r a tio n . 

E a s t coast p o rt of e ntry pric e fo r th e V o l vo 164 i s $ 3 995 . Oth e r 

V olvo m ode l s f r om $ 3 0 2 0 includc t wo a n d fo ur d oo r s dan s a n d a s t a tio n 

wago n in th e 140 S ' ri es plu s th e 18 00 s p o rt s c o upe . 
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SIX CYLINDER ENGINE 
POWERS NEW VOLVO 164 

A pr il l 8, l 96 9 

ROCKLEIGH, N.J. ---For the first time in 18 years there is 

a Volvo automobile powered by a six cylinder engine. This new 

182 cubic inch powerplant is the highlight of the Swedish car 

maker's new luxury sedan, the 164. 

The new engine develops 145 horsepower at 5500 r. p. m. and 

163 foot pound s of torque at 3000 r. p. m., both record highs for a 

Volvo automobile engine. These figures are 23% and 33% above the 

hors epower and torque ratings of the four cylinder engine being us ed 

in Volvo's current 140 Series sedans. 

According to Volvo, Inc. president Stig Jansson, the high power 

output and broad torque range of this new engine gives the 164 excel-

lent performance particularly for initial acceleration and mid range 

passing. Jansson also noted that with the introduction of this engine, 

the interval between oil changes has been doubled from three to six 

thousand miles. 

(mor e) 
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Th e dominant external feature of the new Volvo six is a unique 

t emperature controlled air intake systern. By automatically bl ending 

outside air with hot air taken from around th e exha ust syst e rn, it s up­

plys the engine with an air mixtur e maint a ine d at about 85 0 F, th e t e rn­

p rature Volvo e ngine ers say provides maximum p e rformanc e a nd min-

imum exhaust e missions. 

Backing up this new air induction systern is Volvols advanc e d smog 

control device. In contrast to th e majority of anti-smog d e vic e s which 

requir e exterior hardware, Volvols d e vice is containe d entirely within 

the e ngine. It us e s an intake manifold with a spe cial preh e ating cha mb e r 

to thoroughly vaporiz e th e gas / air mix tur e . 

Furth r r e ducing a ir pollution is a n e w cr a nkcas e v e ntilation s yst e rn 

that takes unburned gas back through the c a rbur etors. V o lvo us es two 

c a rbur e t o rs on this e ngin e that are spe cia lly d e si gn e d for it. Af t r b e ing 

tune d a t t he f a ctory, th e y a r e s eal e d to pr v e nt m a l a dju s t rnent. Idl e 

sp e d is th e only ch a ng e possibl e . 

Anoth e r it e m notic eable und e r th e 164 hood is a bright y e llOW pla stic 

fan. Mad e of nylon, this fan is limit e d to 3,000 r. p. m. r e g a rdl ss of 

how fast th e e ngine is running. Volvo says this feature reduc e s both e n-

gine n o i se a nd high spee d power loss. 

Int e rna ll y, a cc o rding to J a n s son, this n w pow e rplant r e tains m a ny of 

th e f ea tur e s a nd s a m e o f th e p a rts d e v e loped during the p a st 25 y ea rs that 

its four c ylind e r e ngin e has b e en in production. 
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VOLVO'S NEW CAR 

This new four door sedan is the latest addition to 

Volvo's line of automobiles. Styling highlight is a new 

front end design dominated by a vertical grille. Called 

the 164, the new car features reclining leather seats for 

added luxury and Volvo's most powerful engine for added 

performance. Other standard equipment includes power 

steering, power disc brakes, whitewall tires, tinted glass 

and an electric rear window defroster. Basic options are 

limited to automatic transmission, air conditioning and a 

variety of radios and stereo tape players. 
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NEWEST SWEDISH IMPORT 

• Volvols new 164 sedan is the first six cylinder Swedish 
I 

car to be introduced in the United States. Larger and more 

powerfu1 than existing Volvo s edans, the new car has a top 

speed of 109 m. p. h. and acce1erates from 0-60 m. p. h. in 

10.5 seconds. Engineering highlight of the new 182 cubic 

inch, 145 horsepower engine is an advanced air intake sys-

t ern . It supplys the engine with an air mixture automatically 

maintained at about 85 degrees, th e temperature Volvo en-

gineers say assures maximum operating efficiency. 
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