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Potent fuel-

iniected 

2-litre 

.1 • ........-
The Volvo i. a hardworking ca, and carries no unnecessary decoration (above). There is plenty 
of interior space and comfortable seats for five passengers. The gear lever is conveniently 
located close to the steering wheel (below) . 

The Volvo has a splendid reputation as an 
unusuaHy tough oar with a very long life. 
Pioneers of buHt-in safety features, the firm 
.lre still leaders in this field. The four-cylinder 
Volvo engine is an efficient unit which is 
papular ror propeUing fast boats, but the ears 
that it powers are large and heavy, tending 
to mask the potency of this 2-litre S-bearing 
power plant. Now, a fuel~injection version of 
the engine , with a high compression ratio 
and strengthened gearbox, put the Volvo ear 
weil up among the high-performance 2-litres. 

The engine and transmission are of orthodox 
construcmon with sh af t drive to a hypoid 
axle . The independent front suspension is of 
ample proportions, as befits a car of go­
anywhere type from a land where dmstic 
winter conditions 'last ror many months. Dual 
circuits and elaborate safeguards banish the 
fear of brake failure, while discs on all wheels 
provide fade-free stopping power. 

Plenty of interior space and comfortlable 
seats are provided for four or five people. 
The driver is weil placed with a good all-round 
view and the gearlever is conveniently located 
c10se to the steering wheel, but the clutch 
pedal~has rather a long travel. Provided that 
the ccelerator is not touche d when the 
engin is cold, but pressed halfway down 
when it is warm an instant start is assured. 
Thereafter, the fuel injection system can be 
forgotten , though the test ear was set to idle 
rather slowly ·and could be stal-led by eareless 
driving. Very even slow speed running is a 
feaure of this electronic system. 

The engine peaks at 6000 rpm but will mn 
considerably faster than this with the greatest 
ease. It is therefore surpri&ing that a rev­
counter is not fitted as no premonitory valve 
bounce discourages over-revving. There is a 
good deal of power roar when the engine is 
accelerated to its limit in the gears but it 
is satisfactorily quiet at high cruising speeds. 
The low level of road noise is praiseworthy 
and the sound of the wind is on>ly noticed 
as the maximum speed is approach ed. 

The extra torque of the fuel injectlon 
engine is most apparent in the middle ranges, 
the ear being flexible on the high er gears 
if the driver feels lazy. However, the gearbox 
is easyand the high third gear is most 
useful. The clutch of the test ear was not up 
to I'acing starts, which may have lengthened 
the acceleration times slight/y, though it 
gripped firmly as sOOn as a getaway had 
been made. It is 'easy to elCceed 100 mph on 
quite a short straight and 110 rnph may be 
touched under >5lightly favourabl~ conditions. 

An unusually comfortable ride, considering 
that the oar has a live rear axle, is given 
on even 'inferior roads and there is an absence 
of .the rear-end Ildgeting th·at usulloJly gives 
the game away. Perhaps this is due to the 
weight of the 144, but it rides and handfes 
better than ,the big Volvo 6-cylinder 164. 

The 144 feels well-balanced on corners, the 
handling being virtu'ally neutral with Just 
enough unders teer to give stability on the 
straight. There ·is 'less rolling than one might 
expect from the size of the body. It seems 
a big car to drive at first, but Volvo perfor­
mances in tough raUies have show n that it is 
small enough to be thrown around in spirited 
fashion. The bmkes are extremely powerful 
but do not tend to lock the wheels, while 
the pedal is -Hghtenough. ror a woman to cope 
with emergencies. The brake lever is placed 
horizontally on the right where it is OUJt of 
the way, and a guard prevents the knob from 
being accidentally struck or kicked, thus 
ensurin·g th·M the pawl is not involuntarily 
released from the ratchet, as can easily 
happen with another make of car. 

Though one would prefer a round d-ial, the 
speedometer of the creeping make type is 
altogether better than these things usuaHy 
are. The trip reading can be set to zero at 
the touch of a button and the main mileage 
recorder reads up to 999,999, if you keep 
your ears that long. 

,,"s bellts a ear from a cold climate, the 
heating is powerful and easi'ly controlled by 
three edge-type diais. In contrast, there is a 
lack of ccld breathing air and no eyeball 
vents are provided, the use of the swivelling 
quarter lights provoking some wind noise. 
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A weil-made sunsblne root is standard on this 
model, whi'ch opens and cioses easily by tum­
ing a handle. 

The Volvo is, above all, a hardworking ear 
and it carrie s no unnecessary decoration. The 
fit of the doors, bonnet, and boot lid bear 
witness to the quality of eonstructlon and the 
Interior, though practical, has a touch of 
luxury about it. The shape of the car i<l 
unusual and its appearanee may not appeal 
to everyone, but it has a marked individuaHty 
and escapes the terrible sameness that alflicts 
so many sa'loons today-I admit Iosn'! teH 
'em apart. The luggage boat has a generous 
capacity and the bonnet giVes plenty of work­
ing space around the eompaot engine. 

All Volvos are tough ears, designed for the 
man who covers large mHeages. Their excel­
lent reputation wUi be enhanced by the Grand 
Luxe, whieh has just the extra fle<x.ibility and 
performanee that adds so much to the pleasure 
of driving. Fuel injection, developed for racing, 
has now tumed out to be a worthwhile 
improvement for everyday familyears like 
this. 

SPECIFICATIOH AND PERFORMANca DATA 

ear tested: ViO!VO 144 GMlnd luu 4-door saloon. pritl 
m,973 b8p in.clu clil'110 tu . 

Engine : Foour-cytion.åef"S 68.9mm x OOmm 0990 cc) . 
Pus hrod-operated overhud Ya/!."M , Compressron ratlo 
110 .5 t'o :1. 120 bhp ( .net) at 6000 f"C)m . Bosch 
i!:leetron iea;tly-cOIntl"OlI-ed tuell tnJect'kItn ."d 4'O",iti on . 

Tran5mlsslon : S tng'le dry p'~ .. t. cllJItc.h . 4-OPMd 11111 · 
sy.nchlromesh gearb ex w lfJh centrall Cha~" I1&tloos 11..0, 
1..36 • .1 •. 99 and 3Jl13 to l . Hypo ld r.r ule, raUo 
4.1 to l. 

Chassis: Comblioned sleet body and c.hlQlls. I",depel'ldent 
>lronlt slnpeM'~n by w bh bones. 00 ;1 springs, and ant.i­
'rall ba r . Cam and ro~l'er st.eer ;nog gear . Rear axl. on 
tna m ng arms, 'Panha/"d .nod , a nd coli slPrings. TIIII5C~c 
dampers f rc>nt and rear. D'isc bl"akes. all I"o und , 5."';0-
assisted. with separate d rum·s for kand blr.k • . Bolt·on 
d isc wne.ls fltted 1605 SR 15 rad iiIII pi)' t)"M!5 . 

Equlpment : ll-vokt. Hgh tl~nog a.nd surting . s.p.eedometttr. 
Fuel a.nd watfll'" temperatur. gauges . Hew. ~r1IQ. demist ing 
an d 'venUiI.Uon system . 2..,s.peed w i,ndscreen wipers a nd 
wnhers . Fllasn lng d i rect!ic>n ~ n d i calors with nua,rd 
waMing , Quartz halogen fog~ight.s . Revers10ng IIghLS . 
'5unshline roo' . R.adio ( oXlt.ra ). 

Dimensions: Wh'eLl base 8 ft 7 in . T.rack 4 ft 5 ,in . Overa ll 
'l fWlogt k 15 fl l In . W idth 5 ft 8 li n . Wfiigh l 'l t'O'n J cwt 
q7 Ib , 

Perlormance : Maximum speed IlOb mpn . S pef'ds in gear'5 : 
th'i l"'d 82 mptl , second bO mph , f int J8 mptl . Su:ndlng 
quarte,-m il e 18.1 s . Ac celeraoio n : O·JO mpk ' J .b s. O-50 
mph 7 .8 s. O-bO mph l oO . l $ . 0 -80 mpk 20 .Q s . O· QO ,"ph 
J l.b s . 

'Full consumption : n to 24 mpg . 
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The car's shape is unusual, and may not be to e\leryone's choice, but has a marked individuolity 
which many of today'. ear. lack (abo\le). 

The luggage boot is of enormou. proportions (abo\le). Power comes from a Bosch fuel-iniected 
high compression 2-litre de\leloping 120 bhp at 6000 rpm (below). 




