
Though I tested the big a-litre Volvo with 
fuel injection last year, I was on·ly aMe to 
obtain one with automatle transmission a1 
mat time. The present test concerns the ear 
with a manual ·gearbox and overdr.ive and 
though the increase in performance is not 
great, ·it is sufficient to put this substantial 
Swedish saloon among the really fast touring 
ears. 

Most Volvo owners do not make their 
choice for reasons of performance. I got 
into conversation with some of them and 
invariably they had bought their cars because 
they would ·last a long time and would remain 
fr ee from rust. The 164 E has all the ,tradi
tional Volvo toughness but Its speed, accelera
tion and refiriement are someth ing quite new 
for 'this make. The immensely sturdy .in-line 
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slx-cylinder engine has been endowed with 
quite an exciting camshaft compared with 
the carburetter version but, as is of ten found 
with areally efficient ·fuel-injection system, 
the low-speed to rque remains outstanding. 

The design of the chassis .is completely 
orthodox, with wishbones in ,front and a weil
loeated ,live axle behind. There are hefty dise 
brakes all round and the ·cam and roller 
steering ge ar has a str.ictiy limited degree 
of power assistance, for too mu ch is most 
undesirable on Scandinavian ice. The roomy 
4-door body has a large ·boot, though luggage 
has to ·be lifted ·fairly · high when loading \I'P. 

The front seats have an extra adjustment 
to shape the squab to the small of the back 
but the latera'i Iocation cou1d be better. A 
very tall driver might ~ike a bit more adjust
ment and the steering wheel is 'rather ·far 
back for those who preter to stretch ·their 
arms. One sits weil up <with a good aH-round 
view and the gearlever is weil pla,ced. 

The engine starts at once, hot or cold, idllng 
reliably as ,It warms up. It is at once obvious 
that the acceleration is something out of the 
ordlnary, which is aH the more impressive 
because the car !Iooks so sedate. Thegear 

ratios allow high ' maxima to be obtained, 
second being good for 60 mph and third for 
90 mph, if the rev-counter needle is a·llowed 
to touch the red section for a moment. Under 
normal touring conditions , the gearchange is 
satisfactory, but the synchromesh baulked 
strongly when I was t·aking the acceleration 
f1gures, unavoidably showing my changes. 

As weil as .being smooth and flexible, the 
enaine Ii· allO very ' qulet. Yet, the ID 

whlch .it can push this massive, square 'saloon 
along never ceases 'to amaze one. On dead 
level roads, the direct top gear is faster than 
the overdrive and will produce atimed 116 
mph with the rev-counter nudging the red 
at 6000 rpm, while the speedometer claim~ 
122 mph. Though the overdrive normally holds 
the engine down below 4500 rpm, a down. 
grade or a helpful puff of wind may allow 
the speed to build up in a most gra tifying 
manner . However, the engine is so smooth 
that the overdrive is reaHy unnecessary in 
England, though its use may be worthwhile 
to curb a fairly healthy thirst for fuel. On 
the continent, it permits a silent 11 O mph 
gait that ·is truly delightful. 

The ear which is the subject of the present 
test produced more wind noise than the earHer 
one and road noise was audible on ce rtain ' 
surfaces. Nevertheless, the overall eflect was 
pleasingly quiet and certalnly above the 
average. The roadholding benents from the 
larger-sec tion tyres which go wi th the fuel 
inj·ection model. It represents a good com· 
promise for a car with a live rear axle, with 
a moderate degree of unders teer and a satis
factory ride on good surfaces, though there 
is some wallowing when bad roads are taken 
fast . The steering is excellent, making parking 
and other low-speed manoeuvres easy with
out blunting the sensitivity on slippery 
sur!aces. 

Though the 164 E can be thrown around by 
an exuberant driver, it may be best enjoyed 
when driven a little below its limit. The 
brakes cope remarkably weil with the con· 
siderable weight and can be used hard and 
frequent-ly without any sign of fading. Per
haps the best way to regard the big Volvo ·is 
as a comfortable and dignifled ear with a 
f1 erce surge af acceleration In ·reserve, but It 
is alwaYI ready to put 100 mlle. Into the 

The 164 E can be thrown around by an exuberant driver, but ita outward appearance makes it a 'wolf in .heep'. clothfng. 
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hour {Jn the autoroure •. 
It is cur.ious that a ear w·ith so many 

practical features as the Volvo should have 
a ventilation system which is most unsatls
factory. Last year's ear had no controllable 
cold air inlets ·at all. This one has no less 
than four, Iarge and adjustable 'In all 
direeUons, but instead of having a ,fresh air 
duct they are slmply piped to the heater. 
In Sweden, hot breathing air may be. accept
able but here it ·is ugeless. II the' heater Is 
opera ting, the breathing air suffocates .the 
occupants, the alternat,ive ,belDg frozen leet' 

This is the on ly ~ajor faull of the 164 Jt. 
II would be easy to ask for ·a more advanced 
chassis design or a body will! more specta
eu.Jar styling, but the typical Volvo customer 
Is searcely Interested in sueh things . He wants 
a ear that will resist snow, ,iee, and salt--'that 
will clean up Uke new atter belng dlrty for 
months, yet will also have an air of quaIIty 
about It. n will set off ,for tile Shlres with 
a horsebox at Its tall or to the Riviera with 
a blig boat behind. U's 'a plain, hardw,orkiJ.ng 
ear, but remarkably qulek when ' the road Is 
dear and the driver Is In the mood. 

The 3-litre Volvo engine Is a fine pl~e of 
engineering and In luel-injectlon form It Is 
as powerful as It is smooth. Perhaps the 
manufaeturers wiJI one day put it to work In 
a ear that is light and eompact to demonstrate 
ilS sporting qualitles, for the Swedish horses 
that It produees eertainly pull thelr weight. 
Nevertheless, even when propeHlng a blg four 
door saloon it gives an 1mpressive perform
anee and 'If the ear seems expenslve to same, 
the falthful Volvo enthusiasts know what they 
are pay'lng for, and are happy to do so. I 
hesltate to perpetuilte a clleM, whlclil has 
been used far too ofren, . but tMs really Is a 
wolf In sheep's clothing. 

SpaCII'ICATION AND paRFORMANca DATA 
c.;. tested: Volvo 164 E 4-door saloon . 1:2914.81 ( Includ· 

InQ VAT). 
.... 1 ... : Slx.cyllndl,.. 88.92 mm x BO mm ( 2978 cc) . 

Comp ..... lon ratlo 10 to l. 160 bhp (net) at 5500 rpm . 
Puahrod.op.rat.d oyorh .. d valvII . Bosch ,Iletronie fu~ 
1")1«10", 

Tran""I .. lo .. : Single dry plete clutch ..... p •• d all synchro
mesh gtarbox with central ch.nge .nd .Laycock overdriva, 
ratAol 0 .797. 1 .0, 1.340. 2.120 .nd 3.450 to l . Hypoid 

' reu 0.1., r.tlo 3 .73 to 1. 
Ch .. ,.: Combintd st .. , body and chassis. Ind epende nt 

front sulpen,lon by wllnbcnn, coli springs, and a nti-roll 
bar. Power-uslst.d recln:ul.tlnv b.1I ste.rlnG gelr. LIve 
.... r axl. on twln pairs 61 1,aJlI~q arms, " Panhard ,"ad, 
and co li springs . T elescoplc dampen ·,11 ! ound . Se rvo
... Istld- dllt br.k .. with .uxlllary drums for hInd brak • . 
BcSlt.-on dllc wh'el. - flttt" 185/70·15 rad r., ply tyr.s . 

"'ulpment : U -yolt Jl g"Ung and · start/nQ. Spaedometer. 
Rev, counter: Fual and w.te~ U~pa,:.tu,.a . glug., . e loc k . 
HtaUn;, dam1sting, a nd vtntilatlon . systern with heatad 
.... r · w4ndow. Z-sp .. d wlndlcr .. n wlpers and wuhers . 
P1 .. hlng dlraetlon IndJcators . Ravlrslng IIQhts. Radio 
(Ixt,a) . . .. 

Dlmen.lon, : Wh aa lb.se 8 ft 1014 In : Track 4 ft 5114 In . 
Ovar.1I 'ength 15 fl. S14 In . Wldth 5 fl 8114 In. Welght 
l ' ton 6lh cwt. . . 

Ptrformanu : Mulmum sp .. d 116 mph . Spud. In gears : 
O.,.,drlva top 112 mph . Thlrd ~1 mph. Sacond 60 mph . 
Flm 37 mph. Stand /hg quartar-mlll 17 • . Acceleration : 
o-lO mph 2.' I . 0·50 mph 6 .5 •. 0-&0 mph 8 .8 • . 0-80 
mph 15.5 I. 0-100 mph 28 l . 

P ... c ......... "'.,,: 17 to 21 mpQ. 
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One sits weil up with good all-round view and the gearbox is weil p/aced. The. synchromesh 
baulked strongly when taking acceleration jigures. 

The immensely sturdy in-line six cylinder engine has been endowed with quite an exciting 
camshaft. 

89 




