
CARS DESCRIBED 

THE VOLVO 144 AUTOMATIC 

T HE Volvo 140 series, compr.ising the 
142 a nd 144 saloons and t he 145 estate 
cars in varying forms, has been a 

highly successful import to the UI<: market 
since its introduction here in 1967 . Despite 
the state of the ma rket, the compa ny increased 
their penetration in 1969 by 12 per cent with 
a tota l of 7,400 cars, mainly of t he 140 series. 
I was particularly conscious of this during my 
period of t ime wi th the 144 automatic last 
month, when I was struck by t he num ber o f 
144 and 145 cars that I encountered . One 
always t ends to notice other cars of the t ype 
currently being driven , but in t his instance it 
was quite remarkable. T he per centage of 145 
esta tes was part icula rl y high. 

I nitiall y, the 14 2 two-door, 144 four-door 
and 145 (five-door) estate we re powered by a 
1,778 c.c. engine, but in October, 1968, this 
was replaced by the current 1320 series of two­
litre capacity. Designed t o give ample torqu e 
a t lower speeds, it has overhead val ves a nd a 
five-bearing ranksha ft . It is available in 
standard form with a single Stromberg 
carburettor, giving 90 b.h.p ., or in t he "S" 
series with twin Strom bergs to give 118 b.h .p . 
Particular attention has been paid t o exha ust 
emission and the p re-set and scaled carbu rettor 
a nd positive crankcase ventila tion keep this 
to an accepta ble le vel to meet th e stringen t VS 
regulations. 

The constTuction of the steel chassis-body 
integral structure is extremely strong and 
rigid, and designed with safety very much in 
mind. In addition, the pre-treatment a nd 
finish of the bodywork is intended to protect 
it against the ravages of wUlter for ma ny 
years. Exposed parts are hot-dipped gal­
vanized a nd other parts rust-proofed before 
welding, and then the completed sheLl is 
phosphated and completely immersed in 
primer. The lower area is trea ted to more 
anti-rust paint and then the whole is primed, 
filled and triple finished. The complete 
process involves some 33 Ib. of pa int a nd 
contributes t o the long life that Volvos 
generally enjoy. The underside is sealed 
against stones and grit , and sou nd deadening 
material with in the body does not absorb 
moisture. Bright meta l 01\ the exterior is 
largely of anodised a luminium, including the 
front grille and the bumpers, whic h incorporate 
full-width butyl rubber inserts. 

Whenever possible, I try to find t ime to 
wash a car under t est as it gene ra lly reveals 
quite a lot about the construction . With the 
144, I did manage this a nd fo und the smooth 
lines easy to maintain and quick to drain off, 
with no moisture traps apparent. 

The smooth lines of the Volvo a re 
functional and n eat without being out­
standingly eye-catching. This has the 
arl vanLa.ge of maki ng the m accep ta le to the 
widest possible public and ensuring t ha t they 
are unlikely to date rap id ly. The 144 is qllite 
a good-sizc car in the medium range with a 
length of 15 ft . 2 in. as against t he 14 ft. 8 in . 
of the Vauxha ll Victor, 14 (t . 10 in . of the 
Rover 2000 and the 15 ft. I in . of the Triumph 
2000. It is a comfortable 4/5-seater endowed 
with one of the most spaciolls l uggage boots 
in its class I can recal!. The stated capacity is 
14 cllbi c H. a nd this is a ll usab le with the 
exception of t he space occllpied by the 
vertically disposed spare wheel (5 pace is 
allowed on the opposite side for a second spare 
if l'equired). The load ing ed ge of the boot is 
high for li fting the full a mount of luggage a nd 
the lid was decidedl y heavyon the test car. 

The passenger compa rtment bas four 
doors which open wide and feel surpr isingly 
ligh t, yet shut with a satisfying "clunk". T he 
opening quarte r ligh ts have screw- lIp thi ef­
proof catches, and the doors ha ve recessecl 
in terior catches above well -shaped armrests-
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cum-ha ndgrips. The indiv idua l front seats 
are wide and comfortable, with very generolI s 
fore-a nd-aft adjustments, folding cushions a nd 
adjustable lumba r a rea support operated by a 
knurled knob . The trim is in a decid ed ly 
cold-feeling plastic, but an innovation for 1970 
is the incorporation of adjus table headr sts. 
These can be eas ily removed to enable shorter 
drivers to have a clear v iew when reversing . 
I apprecia t e t he safety that they bring in t he 
even t of a n accident, a nd the comfort for t he 
passen ger, but [ think for drivers the c1 ima te 
oI opinion in this ountry still strongly favo urs 
low-backed seating. 

Volvo fit thei r own saIety belts which 
clip between the Iront seats on a fl oor-mollnted 
fitm ent Irom which t hey a re l'eleased hy 
indi vidual t rip levers. The design is pat ented 
and the ma nufacturers state t hat they can be 
r eleased even if the driver is trapped upside 

144'5 two-lit re unit and for th e a uxiliaries . 
The car tested was tittecl with t he Borg­

Warner 35 a ll tomatic three-speed tra nsmission , 
just one of ma n y B ritish components on t he 
Volvo; the company spends L2 1 million with 
the B ritish motor industry annua ll y (some 
other eq uipment. sll ch as the Bosch electrics, 
is German). This is operated by a left -ha nd 
st eering column lever wi t h indicato r on the 
Iascia . With the se lector on drive , a ll t h ree 
gears a re used a nd cha nges a re smooth, though 
perceptible. lt is well -s llitecl to t he cha racter­
isti cs of the B20 engine, which revs Ireely , 
t hough with a whine o n kick-down accelera tion 
a nd at higher speeds . 

Noisc level genera lly is low, showing good 
attent ion to insulation. S tecring is defmitely 
heavy at low speeds Ior the smaller d river, but 
this apa rt , ha ndling i good with a comIortable 
ride. The bra kes a re surefooted a nd have a 
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down, though happi ly no opportunity a rose 
to try them in this position during my t est . 

Even wi th the front seats weil back, rear 
seat leg-room is good and three occupan ts can 
travel without being cramped unduly. Another 
improvement Ior 1970 is in the beating a nd 
ventilation system which now ind uces mol'C 
heat or, a lternatively, cooled a ir to the fron t 
and rear f100r ou tlets. There is a n air ou tlet at 
the base o f the rear window. The controls of 
the heater are unll sua l, consist ing of three slim 
vertical notched d iscs recessed into t he fasc ia 
with only part of tbe rim sllOwi ng. Th se a re 
coloured and illulTlinated internall y a t night 
so th at accurat(' on tro i can he mainta ined in 
the da rk wit h minimum of distraction. The 
whole system works rapidly a nd veryeffi ' i­
entl y, as might be expected o f a car geared for 
arctic conditions . T his, combined with t he 
rear window heater (75 or 150 watts according 
to req uirements) soon made t he car habitable 
af ter sta nding in t he below-zero t emperat ures 
d uri ng a recent cold spel!. The Volvo a lso 
star ted fi rst time on those morni ngs, yet rather 
to my surprisc th e d ifficu lty was in ge tting in to 
the car with locks frozen soli d; the boot lock 
was a lone in havi ng a keyhole cover. 

Other interior Ieatures inclllde a str ip­
type speedometer with a sli cli ng indicator to 
act as a v isual remincler of the pr va iling speed 
li mit , a hazard warning light, panel light 
dimmer, tri p recorder a nd an odometer 
reacl ing to 999,999 m iles, indicat ing quiet 
confidence in the longevity o f the model. The 
engine compartment talles t he three-litre 
engine on the sim ilar 164 model, so t hat there 
is a mple w rking room availa ble for the 

dua l circui t system ensuring braking on three 
wheels in t he event of a circui t failure. 

Volvo Concess iona ires have 200 dealers 
a nd distributors to back their imports, which 
are free of duty , coming from t he EFTA a rea, 
a nd the 144 represents good val li e com bined 
with a n exceptiona lly long life-expecta ncy. 

THE VOLVO 144 AUTOMATIC 
Concc8siolluires: Volvo Cou cess ionaircs ~ 
18 Great Murlborough S l. , London, WI. 

SPECJFJCATJON 
Price .~1 ,632 ' 

(i II l"uillg PT .1:384) 
Cubi c eapaci ly 1,986 e.c. 
Bore and stroke. 

88·9 X 80 111m. 
Cy linders 4 in · Une 
Val ves Overhead 
B.h.p . 90 al 4,800 r.p .m. 
Cnrhurcltor 

5lromberg 175CD-2 
J gn ilion 12-voll coil 
Oi l F iller F ull-H ow 
1s t gear 2·39 to ] 
2nd gear ] ,45 to l 
3rd gear l ·OO to J 
Fina l dri ve H y poid bevel 

(4 ,1 to l) 
Brakes Gi rlin g hydrau lie 

di se (servo-assisl ed) 

lI spcJ'l sion: 
F ront : Independ ent coil 
!lea r: Coil and trailing 

ann 
Wheelbase: 8 ft . 6'4 in . 
Tru ck (front) 4 fl. 5· 1 in. 
Truck (rear) 4 fl. 5· 1 in. 
Overalll ell gth 15 ft. 2·7 in . 
Overall \Vidth 5 fl. 8·3 in . 
Overall height 4 ft . 9·3 in . 
Cround cleu rance 7·7 in. 
Tuming circle 30 ft . 4 in. 
Weight 23 ewl. 
Fuel ca p.cilY J 2·75 gull. 
Oil capacit y 6·6 pinls 
Waler capacit y 15 pints 
Tyres PirelIi Ciutur.to 

(16 5 X 15) 

PEHFOHMANCE 

Ac eleratioll I Ma x. speed 95 rn.p.h. 
30-50 8·5 see. (estimated) 
40-60 10·3 see. Petroi co nsump tio n 
0-7 0 (a ll gen rs) 20·5 see. 23 m.p .g. overall 

Brakes 30 to O in 31 ft. (97 per cellt effi cieucy) 
59 




