
THE VOLVO 14SE ESTATE 

F E \\' ca rs in t hese c1avs of inc rcas ing 
lIn iformi ty rc Aect t hei ,: national ch arac
terist ics quitc like a Volvo. T hink of 

t hc Swed is h ma le and on e conj ures up a p ictu rc 
o f a p rospero us loo k ing. wcJJ -turned-ou t 
gent icman o f very so li d appea ra nce. Th in k o f 
the Vo lvo and yo u see an cxpcns i ve looking, 
weJJ -appo inted car t hat looks hig a nd solid. 
I n t hc case o f t h e 14S cstate t h is im press ion is 
heigh tc ncd by a body t hat look s large e \ 'en for 
its typc . 

Comi n g from a land whe rc wcather con
ditions can be hard e ven h\ ' our own llnpre
di etah le standards. Vo lvos are blli lt stronger 
to la st lo nger. and t hey certa inly do see m to 
last wc ll. T h e bod y s he JJ is a trc mendollsh' 
s II lid a nd ri g id s tructure to whic h is appli ecl a 
particlllarly good basic fini s h incJuding galva-
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overdrive n r autonH1.tic t rans mi s ion a re 
opt ions. The bra kes a re B ritish-made Girlin g 
discs wi t h t r iangulated d ua l-circuit act io n 
e nab ling both fro nt and o ne rear whee l tn hl' 
brakcd ill t hc even t o f one circ ui t fa il ing . 
Men tio n of t h c hra kcs rc mi nds me t hat a high 
pe rce ntage of t hc cquipmcnt fitted by Vo lvo is 
B riti sh . ,.\ ho ut 1,000 tons o f com ponents lea ve 
the H u m be r everv week bou nd for t h L' 
Gothen burg factory : and t hese incJude whL'e ls. 
doo r locks. transmission shafts. un i\'e rsa l 
joints, ,afet\' g lass, carburettors. pistons. 
clutch p l atc~. overdrives, ctutomatic lrans
mi5s io ns, sho k absorbers, co il spri ng's and 
assOl·ted forgin gs a nd press ings. One ea ll 
a lmost fee l patrioti c whc n ru n n ing a Volvo . 

\ 'ari o us improvc lll cnts \\'erc introduecd a t 
t h e last I, a r ls Court Motor Sho\\' inc llldi ll g " 

"AN ESTATE WITH A VORACIO US CAPACITY FOR GOODS AND PASSENGE RS" 

n ised vu lne ra b le a reas a nd a t h ic k under~ea l. 
The paint\\'orl; on t hc test ea r \I'as a light 
Illl'lil llic blue and \\'as \'ery good. The \\ h ('(' I ~ 
a rches al l s port mudflaps a nd the cxte ri"r 
trim is largc ly in stain lcss s t ee l. eJean lines 
frl'c from dlltte r make for l'a sC' of clean i n~ . 

T he boclv o f t he cs tate sho\\'s its sa loon 
origins on ly i l; the shape of the rear s id e doors . 
thc lilH'S oth L' rwi se appear (jui tl' h0J11ogl' IH'OllS. 

The front g ril 1e is nm\' plain hla c k \I' ith " 
diag'IIIl;1I 'i trip ill cfJ r p{)I" lting d \ 'oh '(I ha' I,:":l' 
T h is is a return to the orig in a l radiato r s tyk 
t1s('c! l)\' \'oh'o on their cal"s and COlllll1cl"cial 

\Thicll'~ mall" v('ars agn and looks m()n: 
dislil1,~t1ish " d th.lll tllt..' lonner hori zo J1lal bal s . 
The s ingle cire nl a r hcad la l11ps a re s t into a 
~ tI'TII \l I1' 1 ... h 'l!)l', J tu l11 ;ll c h thl' ~...! rilll' . 'l PIl L1H' 
s ideli!.dlls a re lnounted at t he corn l' rs (Jr the 
front' wi ng's for good \' i s ibilit~, ThL' s ide duor 
ha nd I", are nu\l ' rece,,"c'd l'lus h into till' bod\' 
for safct ~' whilc the lirtin g t a ilga t e Il ,ls 
prominent roof hinges, Suhstantial hlllllpl'r:-, 
ill corporating a full -Iength fl,bber inscrt pro
teet the boch · .. -\1 1 rou nd \·is ibilit\· is good. \\'ith 
s lim pillars and la rgol' fr()nt a nd 'rear \\' inc1o\\'s, 
The front doors h a\"!? o pcning quarter li .~hts. 
and th l' rear window panel sports a windscrL'l' n 
wipt' r and elL'ct r ic washer. 

The po\\'er unit or the 145E is the latest 
de\ 'e lopl11 en t of the long- li\ 'cd H20 2- litre un it. 
Thi s has a ti\ 'l'-hcaring crankshaft an d pll shro(\ 
o\'l'rhcad \'ah 'es, and in this ('o rm h as Bosch 
fu ·1 inj ection cOlllbin ed \I'i th a lo\\' cOlllprc";sio ll 
hcad to l' ll able the ca r to rllll o n lu\\' octalle, 
Icad -frt,c petroI. It c1ri\ 'cs the rear a~il' 
throu~h a con\'c ntio na l s ing le plate c ln tc h and 
f( lur-speed sy nc hro1l1 l's h ge:1 rbox. lhou gh 
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rc ," isec! g'C'archan g-c a nd stccring whce l, s to rage 
pockct s in the don rs ant! a h ingecJ centre 
cO ll so lL' h OLlsing Ininor control s and f{ i , ' ing 
access to t h l' fll sl' panel. T h e front seats havl' 
becn high ly praiscd o n the Volvo and ha\'e 
~ood ro rl'-and -aft adjllstnlcn t and va riation in 
t h c' back angk. I n a dd ition . a knll rl ed kllO h 
on th ·· si d e of th c' sCJuah a lte rs thl' contour or 
th' It ll llh;tr a rea so that ont..' s h()uld bl' C0 1l1 -
fort a bil' n.:gardk·ss. l-I l'adrcsts, no\\' of !l1odi 
fi l'd ~ h{q)l' . ;tlT filll'c\ h llt can 1lL' n ' l lvn (,d i l 
d es ired . Thl' rear ht'Tlch sea t g- i\ 'l's passt'ngc rs 
ample leg alld h': ad room and the back is 
se ; 1Irc1\' he1d in lhe npright position Ilv a lock 
\\',th Il:llldks al either end of the seat . 

\ 'oh'o h a \ 'f' thl'ir 0\\' 11 charac tcristic 
in o..; tn II IH' IlLl t iull . still pn'fI.ITi l l.~ a slri }l· t ~ pl' 
SpL'edOll'l'll'r \\'ith the added nO\·elt\· of a 
s li d in ,~ Illarkel" to I'c lllind onc of the prc\'ailing 
spl'\:d 1111lit. .\n\!t1le r d ist ill ct i\'e tou ch is a 
spcedomete r re"din g up to 999 .999 mil es. 
1I1lderlining t he long- life image . FlIel and 
",ater gtl ll ,!.{CS, \\'arllin~ li ghts fnr ha ndhrake 
and the like are g rouped bcneal h the s]lee:lo
meter. \\'ith mino r controIs to eit her side . 
\ '"h 'o retain t he distinct i\'c knl1r1 ed \I'hcels sd 
into the I" ,:: ia \\'ith just the ed ge s ho\\'ing: 
these controI h e::l t and air alld \\'ork \\'dl . 
\\'hat is slI rpri s in ,!.!', howc" c r, is that no la Cl' 
Ic\ 'el cold a ir \Tlltilatiotl is pnJ\·ided . 

.\ s a n state car. the \'oh'o \\'ould bl' hare l 
to heat in tenns of s hecr capacit \·. I )r"p the 
r ear bcn ch spa t and thc spact: is \'ast alld 
l1nobstruc t ed . In a bus\' lI'eekl'nd I put It to 
t hc test In' loa ding it with books, st~lli(J ll er\', 
cartons a ,id s llndr ~' itc ms of oftice cq uiptlH;Jlt . 
\\'hell ext ra eted. the pile t hus tra nsported 

loo kcd eno l1gh to fi ll t\\'o averagc estall's. The 
fo ll o\\' ing day it swa llo \\'ed a po rtab le exhib i
tio n stand a nd pa c kets of broc hurcs wi th no 
tro ub le \\'hatsoc\·er . If yo u havc a large load 
to lIlove, t here can be few bette r \\'ays of 
Ill ov ing i t a nd I c..:a n 1I 11 dcrstalld \\' In ' (111(' see s 
~o l11am' 14 5s abolIt . . 

"et anot he r di s li nctivl' to uch \\'a s re 
v"a lC'd <luring thesc rCll1ovals. T hcrl' is a la rgl' 
t\l' in-li dcl ccl compa rtll1en t benea t h t he 110m 
b\' thc tailgatc whie h will take q uite a lot il l 
fair- s izcd objccts. This is pa rtic ular Iv uscfu l 
a nd OVCr CQIl1('S one of the objections to estalt' 
ca rs - that the con tents a re cxposecl to "ie\\'. 
and te ll1 ptatio n . Thc s pa re whee l is sto\\'cd 
uncl er a so lid CClvc r on the left o f t he bod v. a nd 
another floo r trap h()llses the jael; and tocilldt. 

T he 145 started we Il enoug h on the a llto
mati e c..:hoke and SOO!l wa rms t h rou gh . 111 

tilIVn it \\'asdccided ly hcavy to drive. \\'ith high 
pedal pressurc heing required fnr the c1utch. 
and th l' g'l'arc..:hangl' hc ing stiH and s lo w (I II il 

ca r tha t had done Il\ 'e r :UHIf I miles and \\'lIuld 
have been thoug'ht to be looscncd up . Tlw 
stec r ing was certa illl~ ' lighte f than on ~hL' last 
\ 'o lvo t csted a nd was qllite ne u tral and \'ice
frce. Aein~ big- and hcav,', t h e 145 rides \\'ell 
in all c nclitions and i's particlllar l ~' \\'el1 
beha\'cd over poor road surfaces. The corner
inI' is ven ' tl at a nd frcc from the roll that on" 
would expcc t on a large cs ta te ea r , 

On the open road . the Voko cOlli es in tll 
its ()IV n . The lega l 7U lI1ph find s it cruisillg 
qui etl y and effort lcsslv with the feel o f plcnt\· 
in reserve. I n fact, the B20 eng ine in its latest 
fo rm is rcspons ive a nd \'er v Jive h ' if O'll' 

pushcs it a nd uses t he gearb·ox. l t is \\'11<'11 
cruis ing round to\\'n that the e ngine sho\\'5 " 
lac k of fl ex ibilitv and a c1 isl ikc of top gear. 

Volvo havc made et g reat t hi ng ahoul 
safety a nd th is is rc fl ected in the design . Thl'\' 
have "Iso c1 0ne the ;r hOlll ewor k weil n1l the 
cons t ruction a l s ide a nd have ensured thal 
serv icing is m in imal a nd straightforward . Th L' 
r \~HJl t is a ca r that is large a nd g-ives eve r ~' 
fee ling of secu rity whi le look ing set fa ir to ru n 
for yea rs. I t has a vorac ious capaci t~' for 
gnods and passeng-e rs a nd shou lcl pro\'L' a 
suun d in vestmen t . 

VOLVO 145E ESTATE 
Conccssionaire : V4)lvo Cnnccssionai r('s , L(>x Iroll sl', 
:17f1·:\H6 Hi~h l1 oad. \X "lIIb lcy, ~lidd x . H A9 6A) 

SPEC I FIC. ... T ION 

P r i(' t': f2.2 :'H 
(i ll (' llId iU 1! 1' ,'1' . !: ~ -~l) 
Bllft .... : Inl l'!!ra l :00 11,(' 1 t'~ I :lI(', 

5 Juurs , '5 sculs , 
1 ': Il~ilw : in-lim'. \\'ull ' r · 

('001('<1. frnnt-lIlollntt'd . 
r cur·dri ve. ~.(') I. 

CI,ui(' ('apuC'ily: 1.(}t.)(J l'(' 

Borr and S l rokt,: 
H lL~' X HO 1111 11 

Out plIt: I :!~ IJhp (111'1) u l 
6,OUU r pll l 

Vn l\'cs : On' rh., .. d 
(o lllrn'ss inn ra l. iu : H.7 lo l 
F ll d ill jt'('1 iUII : Bosch 

c lc(, t runi l' 
T ru lI s lll iss ion: S ill ~ I (' dry. 

p lalc d lll t:h. ~ · 8 1 H'ed 

::iY IH'h ro, ,!!('arhnx 

Ist ~l'ar ;-L I;' to l 
2nd t!('ar 1.9Y to I 
:Jrd {!l'ur 1,:16 In 1 
~1. h 1!(".1r I, UO I (I l 
Fi lia l d ri \t': II ~po id line! 

(1.111 10 I ) 

S t el.' rill ~: Ht,ti rClll a t iII ).! hall 
Brak('s: Hydrull lit, t1l1ul 

cirf' u i l d i:O;f' (1'1 '1'\11 

u s~i.s tt'l.l ) 
tl spt' ll s itHl : Fnllll , ind4' · 

pI' lIdenl rui l aud ",is la · 
bUlle, Rcur. (' lIil ulld 
truilill~ a rms 

Ov"ra ll lcn~, h : 15 fl. l iII. 
,x lu"-II "\ ,,,,, H 'I. i i;1. 

T ruck ( fro nt ): ~ fl. S iII , 
Truck (reu r): ·1 f, . 5 iII . 
Ove rn II ".'id t h : S fl. 8 in, 
Overu ll hc i ~h t: I. fl. H.7 in . 
C flJtl nd c le aralI tf': 7 in , 
Ttlrn ing c ir cl (' : ,10 fl , fl in , 
" cigh t : 25 e"' t 
F lIcI t:up ari l y: J 2 ,H ~1I 11 5 

(2-s tur ) 
Oi! t.' uplI ci t y : 6.6 pi lll !) 
\X n l er ('n pnc it y: 17 pi lll :, 
T"fl'S: Pire lIi Cin tllral\! 

' rad ia l-pl )' ( 165 S R 15) 
S('rviet, int erval: fl,UUO 

llI il f' S 

I'UIFOHMA CE 

:l rd 
:l ll - 511 6.H 

I·U- fll) 7.H 
(l 711 (ull ~cu,,) 

top 

9,2 St't 

9,» see 
2 1 see 

Bruke.: 30 tu Il iII :\1 fl. 
(9H pt' r t:cfll clJiciellt'y) 

Maxilll u rn speed: \ US 111 \.1, 
(es ti muted) 

FUl' l con s ll mption: 2 ~ IIIPI? 
(overa ll ) 




