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LUXURY 
BALANCE 

The new Volvo 164E 

Volvo hos earned its 
good reputation in Aus­
tralia the hord way. 

The Australian ear-
buying public is highly 
discerning and is quick to 
damn a car which doesn't 
measure up. 

a Design 
Volvo trait 

Volvo eleverly opted for 
a lower-ratlo back axle in 
the last 164 model whieh 
gives the new "E" qui te 
staggering performance in 
a ear running automatie 
ge ars, air-conditioning and 
power steering. 

All-up; t hose power ac­
cessories must sap at least 
14kw (20 bhp) from the 
motor which can still zing 
the "E" away from Jights 
with the best V8s, give an 
easy 14 1/100 kms (20 
mpg) touring and stay 
within our pollution laws. 

so when a car starts on ' 
rung one and rockets to 
the lead ln IUXUl'y car 
sales it has to be a good 
produet - apart from all 
the advertlsing and sales 
push which also is essen­
Ual. 

The flagship of Volvo's 
latest range, the 164E, 
which was released earlier 
this year, is a good ex­
ample of the balanced 
IUXUl'y and serviceabllity 

design to the point of ob­
session. 

The 164E Is baslcally a 
very ordinary ear. 

It is not very far from 
the speeification of abasic 
Holden, with similar body 
size and a three-litre six­
cylinder motor driving the 
rear wheels through an 
automatic gearbox. 

which a,ppeals to Austra- But add up 122 kW (17.5 
lians. horsepower) from the 

The Volvo 164E offers c o m p u t e r fuel-injected 
the luxury of real leather motor, power steering, 
upholstery, air-condition- four _ wheel power disc 
lng and crystal-clear twin 
speaker music but under- brakes, quar tz head and 
neath it Is tough enough fog lIghts, heated rear 
to coast across the Nul- wlndow and tinted glass 
larbor needmg nothmg d f ' d tl Volvo 
more than a top-up of an you m le 
petrol. j 164E is a very extraord-

inary ordinary ear . 

Obsession I, Volvo's progressive 

It reeks of Swedish 'l thinklng on safety also 
design purity and over- offers its owners, drivers 
engineering. mo e 

For instance the In- and passengers even r 
dicator lever is stronger chance of surviving that 
than the gearshift on "one big mlstake." 
manyears I can recall. 

Volvo's secret has been 
r e f i n i n g conven tionaI 

To the long list of sate­
ty features like deformlng 
nose and boot to cushion 

aCcldents" collapsing steer­
in" shaft and the famous 
in~rtia reel helts which 
were titted standard to 
Volvo years ago, this 
year 's Volvos have side l 
impact bars in the doors 
and a special horn boss 

' wllich breaks and swivels I 
under chest impact. 

Pollution 

Perhaps the only active 
safety fea ture the "E" 
lacks Is a limlted slip 
differential. 

On wet roads I f olm d lt 
was easy to break back 
wheel traction with too 
much throttle, whlch lm-
mediately sen t the tai! 

Apart from all else inta a wild slide. 
includlng the Volvo's t ra- An easy situation to 
ditionaI c o n s e r va t i vet h 'th th Il t 
image _ the injected 164E ca c Wl . ' e exce en 
ets up and goes like all ~ower steermg - but a 

g t t 1 ' lIttle heart-stopping for a 
ge -ou . Ilovice driver, 

der. 

AT A GLANCE 
Volvo 1664E sedan four door, flve seater , six cylin-

Price: $8253 !ncl Ruto ge ars, air-cond. and udlo. 

Registration $118.65 private, tne} st . duty. 

Warranty: 12 rnonths unlimlted mileage. 

Perforrnance: 122 kW (175 bhp) f rom three l/tre sb. 

Top speed: est 184 kph (115 rnpb). 

Acceleration: standing Iltart 400m. - 17.0 see!!. 

She: Length - 'im. (15 f t 5 In.) \~idth - l ':'rn 
(IS ft 7, iD.) 
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