
Body o[ the 144 is its newest component, is contemporary 'but nOl radieal. Slruelural rigidily and visioll are [ealured. 

VOLVO 144 
Proven compOIl"ents plus new brakes 

in an attractive new body 

BY STIG BJORKLUND 

T H"E LONG-RUMOR ED new Volvo modet has been revealed 
in Sweden and, eontra ry to all the rumors, it is a 1.8-
liter ear, not a 2.0 or 2.6-liter. Otherwise, it is pretty 

mueh what we expeeted-a slightl y larger sedan with a eon­
temporary, but not radieal , body and re.finements to' the 
various m eehanieal sys tems. . 

The new model is to be ealled the 144. It 's a 6-window, 
4-door sedan on a wheelbase of 102.5 in ., the same as that of 
the 122. Overall length is 7 .5 in. Ionger at 182.5; it 's 68.2 in . 
wide (vs. 63.8) a nd 56.2 in . high (59 .2). The new body is 
not highl y stylized and thus doesn't refleet any fads of the 
d a-y.,e u t- i t is neat and modern and sho uld look good fo r the 
durat ion of an ~)(peeted IO-yea r produelia n run . Il has 
curved side windows and a fa irl y low waistline, and the 6-
window layou t makes for rea rward vision appropriate to 
today's heavy trallic. A 4/ 5 sea ter of unit construe tion, it 
features great structura l rigidity and graduated collapsibili ty 
at the ends of the ear- a feature of Mereedes-Benz and soon 
to be a part of domestic Ford design but still the subjeet of 
same eontroversy. 

Body 
The body sides, ineluding all door jambs and upper and 

lower lon gitudina l rails, are pressed as a single pieee in the 
manner of the Ranlb le r "uniside ." Windshield-rear window 

. surrOUnds are al o'one pieee. ·A new·· te : hniq ue of ·usi .ng plas­
tic ' bond ing allow re införeements to be attached at eertain 
poin ts where welded jo ints would spoil the ex terior surfaee. 

Luggage ea paeity is c\a imed to be 14.1 eu f t. by the "SA E 
Luggage" .. method ; a rather high rea r lip contributes to the 
body's torsio~al rigidity bu.t w~l\ make lo.adlng of lieavy bags 
a. ehore.' Fcont indiyidual sJ:<l ts are fully adjustable: .for r ake 
and inc\ude the lumbar-support adjustment" introduced on 
the 1800S. 

lmproved door eatehes a re used to keep the doors shut in 
a crash. The famous Volvo 3-point sea t belts are standard o n 
the front seats; there are attachments for them on the OOt­
board ends of the rear beneh seat and attaehments for a 2-
po int belt in the center- the first time slIch an arrangement 
has been lIsed. The steer ing wheel hub is reeessed and has a 
la rge area for load spreading, and the steering column is 
collapsible by means of a COlIpling .. The bumpers are interes t­
ing: shelIs a re of anodized aluminum and have fllll-width 
butyl rubber contaet sllrfaces. . 

In keeping with the demands of Sweden's severe c\imate, 
the 144 has a comprehcnsive hea ting-vcntil ation sys tem. *r->-

N ew 144 demonstrates its cornering characleristics al Ihe Volvo 
proving grol/lId. Rear view, like [ronI, is simplicity ilsel/. 

5 



6 

NEW FROM 
SWEDEN 

There are two separate air duct systems with separate con­
trols- one to the windshield and rear window, one to the 
floor. The booster fan operates on fresh air and has two 
speeds, and a thermostat regulates hot water f10w to the sys­
tcm to maintain a constant temperature as set by the tempera­
ture controI. 

Engine & Dril'e Train 
T he 12 1/ 122S models have had 75- and 9S-bhp versions 

of the 13-18 engine. respectively. The 144/ 144S models have 
!:S 5- and I 15-bhp versions 01 the sa me engine , and it's reason­
ab le to assume that on ly the 144S will be sold in the United 
Sta tes. T he standard vers ion is a I-carbureto r un it and the S 
is the same version used in the current 1 800S coupe, with two 
SU carburetors and a low-restriction exhaust system. New 
are silencing air cleaners, which should eliminate the ob­
jectionable power roar of the 122S. Otherwise, this is the 
same sturdy, reli able and conservative 1778-cc unit we 've 
known for years. 

C lutch, gearbox and differential are unchanged from the 
smaller car. The Borg-Warner automatic is available on the 
144 aod overdrive can be had on the 144S. 

Suspension & Brakes 
Front and rea r suspension are conventionai and little 

changed from the 121 / 122S. There are refinements to rub ber 

LaYOl/t of car is l/ltra-conservative. 
Rear suspension trailing arms are 
longer, and heater dl/cting to rear 

compartment and windoware new featl/res. 

isolation. and the trailing arms for the live rear axle are 
longer. The current IS-i n. wheels a re continued, with 165· 
l S tires. Steering takes four turns lock-to-Iock and tmnin g 
circle is 30.3 fl. 

The brakes are the most s triking mechanical change in the 
144. The system is indeed impressive and should set a 
standard for medium-class cars to equal. There are discs at 
all four wheels, a double master cylinder and a direct-acting 
vacu um assist servo. The front discs have double-pad cali ­
pers and the rear single. Unusual is the word for the master­
cylinLler split: each ctrcuil Jeeds one st!! of front pads an Ll 
one rear brake. Thus failure of either circuit leaves 80% of 
full brake torque and the bulk of thc braking a t the front , 
which see ms a good idea. Each rear line is equipped with a 
pressure limiting valve, continuing Volvo practice established 
earlier this year, and the Volvo people c1aim there's no 
chance of rear-wheel lockup with either or both circuits 
working, and no loss of controi with one circuit operative. 

The pa rKing brake is a small drum at each rear wheel , not 
built inlO the rotor as on the Ale or Chevrolet designs. 

In summary, the 144 seems 10 be a significant new mode l. 
Il reflecls the rising standard of living in Sweden but doesn' t 
forsake the common-sense approach laken traditionally by 
Volvo. At 1 SO Ib heavie r than the 122S it would have been 
nice 10 have some extra displacement, but otherwise it see ms 
a logical development o f a logical car. II 




